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within i-each o( the musket and deadly rifle, the

whole American lino waa one sheet of fire. It

was in vain that the British officers endeavored

to urge forward their troops to certain slaugh-

ter: the bravtsst of them fell at the head of

their culujnns. They at last shrunk from the

contest, in which thoy saw nothing but univer-

sal ruin. The columns broke, and fled in the

utmost oonfusfon. A few detachments only

could reach the ditch, where thoy were devoted

to sure destruction. A few platoons, led by Col.

Renee, reached the Utch and clambered up the

rampart; but in an instant not one of them was

leA alive. The repulse was universal. The

astonished Britons stood aghast for a few min-

utes, when in a fit of phrenzy they made the

second eflbrt; but with the same unfortunate

result. They were now rolled away from the

field, which waa left covered with the slain; a

most shocking and pitiable scene of carnage.

The commander-in-chief. General Packenham,

fell dmost at the commencement of the action;

Aon after him, Generals Kean and Gibbs were

duigerously wounded, and General Lambert

retired from the field with the fragments of the

army, the flk>wer of the British forces, aocus-

tooied to conquer in the wars of Europe. Two
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