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CIIAITKU I.

EARLY LIFE.

Cuwi'Hii is tlio most iniiiDi'tiint Kni^'lish po«'t of tin; jwriod

betwueii Poi)i3 iiml the illustrious gruiip hcadiMl by Woiils-

wortli, Jiyroii, and Slielluy, wliich iiroso out of the, iii-

turectual furincnt of tho Kuro[H'an liovolutioii. As a

reformer of poetry, wlio called it back from conventionality

to nature, and at the same tinio as the teacher of a new

school of sentiment which acted as a solvent ui)on thcj

existing' moral and social system, h(! may perhaps him-elf

be numbered among tlie precursors of the Ilt'volution,

though he was certainly the mildest of them all. As a

sentimentalist he presents a faint analogy t(» Koiisscau,

whom in natural temperament he somewhat resembK-d

]Ie was also the great poet of the religious rtivival which

marked the latter part of tlu; eighteenth century in

England, and which was called Evangelicism within th(!

establishment and Methodism without. In this way I.m

is associated with Wesley and Whitelield, as well as with

the philanthro})ists of the movement, such as Wilberforco,

Thornton, and Clarkson. As a ])oet he touches, on dif-
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