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sympathy and her prayers ; but it is also unfor-

tunately true that the forms of the Church of

England were cultivated and maintained in New
England by the very party whose intolerance

and tyranny brought on the Revolutionary war.

All the oppressive governors of the colonies

were Episcopalians, and in the Revolutionary

struggle the Episcopal Church was very gen-

erally on the Tory side ; hence, the New
Englanders came to have an aversion to its

graceful and beautiful ritual and forms for the

same reason that the free party in Spain and

Italy now loathe the beauties of the Romish

Church, as signs and symbols of tyranny and

oppression.

Congregationalism—or, as it was then called

by the common people, Presbyterianism—was
the religion established by law in New England.

It was the State Church. Even in Boston in its

colonial days, the King's Chapel and Old North
were only dissenting churches, unrecognized by
the State, but upheld by the patronage of the

colonial governors who were sent over to them
from England. For a long time after the Revo-
lutionary war the old regime of the State Church
held undisputed sway in New England. There
was the one meeting-house, the one minister, in

every village. Every householder was taxed for

the support of public worship, and stringent law


