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Oovemmt'iit ; and tilso to draft an addmss of a similar nature tn His Exi-elloncy the

(ii)Vfrn(ir-(ilonoral of this Dominion, as follows, viz. :iMr. I). M. (Jonlon, Cmu-'iur, Mi.

A. J} Alackay, Dr. Wardrope, and tliu Hon. A\vx. Morri.s

DIVI.SION f)F I'RKSBYTKKIES.

Tlioru wcrt' taken up ai)iilications fi'oni tho Prushytorius of London and St. .lo'in,

prayini,' for tlio division of said Presbyteries, and tliu erection of another Presbytery witliin

tlic lioimds of each, respectively. It was also intimated that there were counter i)etitioii8

jirayiiiLf that the divisions soii;,'ht for should not he carried into etluct. it was agreed

to hold the several pajjcrs relating' to the aforesaid applications as i d. aiid to refer them

to a Connnittee to be apj)ointed, to take tlu^ subject into consideration and rei)ort.

HO.MAN I'Arnoi.M' oliniNATloN.

Tlie .Assembly took u[i a^ain tho que.'ition of the validity of Uoinan Catholic ordina-

tion, last year laid on the table till this meeting of A.ssombly. The motions then sub-

mitted were read. Mr. Laing then sul)niitted anew the motion proposed by him last

year, and seconded by Dr. Waters, in terms following :
" lli.-inh-dl, that when an ex-priest,

who is a member of this Church, desires to exercise the functions <if the ministry in this

Churrh, and a])iilies to a I'resbytery with this view, the I'resliytery having satisfied itself

as to his acceptance of the Reformed Faith, his Christian character, and fitness for tho

work of the ministry, shall ap|>ly to the Synod of tho bounds, wlio may, if they see tit,

grant leave to receive such applicant as a licentiate or probationer." The motion was

seconded by Dr. (Jregg. Dr. I'roiidfoot submitted anew, in amendment, the motion |)ro-

posed by him last year, in terms following :-" That Romish ordination be recognized,

but as there are iioints of ditl'ereiice between Rinnish ordination and IM'csbyterian ordina-

tion, a I'resb^tery proposing to iipi'ly to tho (Jeneral Assembly for leave to receive a

Romisli jiriest into the ministry of our ('hurch, must ascertain that he has correct views

of ordination, and that he has reasonable evidence that he is called by ('lirist into the

ministry, and that he understands and embraces our doctrinal stamhirds ; and, further,

that in tho cam' of leave binng obtained, tho person to bo received shall lie reipiin'd, in

ojien court, to answer satisfactorily the (luestions put to students when they obtain licetiHe."

The am.mdni'.Mit was secondi'd by Dr. Jenkins. It was moved in amendment to tho

amendment by Mr. Jam.is Middlemiss, seconded by .Mr. John McKinnon, as follows: -

The (Jeneral Assembly having maturely eonsidored tho t(uestion of tho validity of llomish

ordination, after having submitted the same to Presliytories, resolve as follows :

—
Firsf, Inasmuch as the Church of Rome, while it has a(h)pti'd very inaiiy i-rrors

lifted to nenrralizc^ and hinder the etiiciiMicy of the ]icculiar truths of the ( Jospel on the

couscieii'es and hearts of ni'ii, lias nevi'i" reiiounci'd any distinctivi' or essential truth of

revi'lation, ami, notwithstanding all its corruptions, oucu[)ies a position in relation to the

Christian religion, and holds \iinvs in relation to the person and work of our Lord .lesiis

('liri.st and 1 1 is place in man's sal\at ion which fuHy warrants us in reganling it as (,'liristian,

ill a seiisi' in wliit'Ii we could not apjily tlie term to Soeinians, to say nothing of Moliain-

niedans and Pagans ;

Sfrmiil, inasmuch as while the Ministers of the ("hurch of Rome claim to occupy a

position, and lopossess powers'hal belong I'xclusively to the High Priest of our profession,

thev are iii'Vei tUel ess oi'dallli to the dischar.'c of all Oii' distinctive funct Ions o r tiu

Christ ian Minisi rv

77m')'/. —Inasmuch as manv Priests the Ch iircli .h') have never left itt

Communion. Ii i\t '^iv I'li good e\ideiice that tli'\ weii' trm .M llllStiTS if Christ, am ha\t'

uuipiest ioiiably lieeii o«m'd of (iod ill til' conversion of siniurs and the edilication ,if

Hiiints ; while il is admitteil that the faiil.i d labours of such jiriests lia\i,' m r\' ^eiieially

Bubjected them to persecution
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