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CAN OUr.Y BK MKT AT CKRTAI/f PF.RrODS, nKFOBK
THBIR DKI-ARTUUK TO HUNT. AVI) APTKR TirKIll UK-
TUUN, AMI I AM NOT AWAKI'' AT I'RK^^KST AT IVUAT
PK11I'JI> OR PKRlllDS 1 A\{ fJKKLV TO BK KN'C AUKI)
AH \ .\UUISTK\TK ATTUKSK UKSPKCTIVK IM.ACKS.
My \Pl'RKat'.V,SK)N' is, that to TRUST TO TIIR
('oixcii)EN(;k ok ivr thi;3 mkktino, woijM) hk to
DKFKll THK rxVKSTIGATIUNd INDKFINI I'KI.Y, AN'li

UUTIMATKLY TO CVUSK MANY OK TIIK IlAI.l- liKKKDS
A.VI) OTHKR-S IN THE Tl-.liHITOUY T.IK LOSS 01' ;;'IC

ItKN'KFlTS IXTKNI)\C1» KuK TUKM BV LAW. NVouId it

not he wolj, r.herefore, lor mo tu make s(iiM',iiil

endojivours in tlu-ir behalf d'tring tlie cominif >>C)\.-

Boiis of spriii;{ iiiii] iiutumu? I Oiui convoiiifMitly
Ko to Lai' tid'Ai'pello in Mity, wlioro, iiH I am
tulvisoii hv ,Mr. MacLciui. Aneiit of tlm IIliiI.-dh

IJiiy (Idiniiiniy. and by the Catliolic cur('(. tlie l)iilk

of the h ilr-hrci'ds 0)111 bo mot b;'twcoii the middK'
oi'thiit moiitli :iiid tho Kith <>r I'lth of tli.- next
And Inter I m.i.y be able to visit (ho SoiitiMi settle-
mont. of PritRM' Albert, :ind tlic I'ViMieli of St
L iiir«Mit, and So oii' I ;im not informed, eitiicr,

as 10 I he matierof expenses, liut iiresiime they arc
tobep'iid tiiider authorily ot the Deparfiient of
tho Iiiterioi. Will you ph'.aso instrao.t me on this
hoad. a:id irencrally on the .subject, ot thi-; letter,
lit your curlie:«t coiivonienee, and bolicvo me to bo,

'' Very truly yours,
" Matthkw Hvan."

" D. Codd, E^q., Wiiinipei?"

That was ;i mosi reasoiiabl(» leU.'r, and
yet tho sii^ri-'osiidtx ',\as »;i>i only not a'-ltMl

U{K)n, hut tho rofu.sal to act, upon il wa^
couched ill t(^rins wliicli may l»o taken as
iiidicatinji; tlie spirit in whit^h all tho
Nurthwost matteis \vi ro tloalt with by
Mr. Mills. On tho margin of the iettor, in
Mr. Mill'a own hanthvriting, apjKiar tho-'e

words :

—

" I* l« not noroMMHry to look up purtloM
ivlio linvt- rluiiMM. Il'tliey furt> lor lliolr
iiilfroMtM. tlioy Mill lli«>iii->t>lv«>H«'oiiie for*
»-»r<l liiKl «>Nliil>liitii their fliiiiiiM.— 1>. n/*

Mr. It.vuii, ii. twiilu^tandin^^ thiH rofuHal
on the part of tho Miui.st.>r, u, pi.-ndt liiiu

to talre roasoHahloinoasurcs to ptM'forin tho
dtity with which ho liaahotMi char>j;od, went,
to l^u'A[)jK'!ltv He sent in his bill for :*75,

and Mr. Mill.s was so itiditjnant at bis
instructiouH hom^r disro^'ardcd that ho ro-

fuhod to pay it. That hill was jiaid hy Sir
John Mcbonald, whou ho canio into (illict^ !

Nothin^r loallv was «l<>no until tho '_'4th of
Jinie, when .^lr. I'avid Laird, l>icutciiant-

(iovt.Tnor ui the .N(irLli--wost Torrilorioii,

telo^rai>lied as follows :

—

" 0)is«>rv() y[x l\yaii'< auilmriu- to inYesiitrnle

llalt-iireed claim" iimier OnbT l4tli .lime, lH"i5.

Iiilist'd. Heeoinmend time be exiendcd one year.
llo in now lieif. Appiieiinix waitiiiK. Answer."

Oil tho'jMh ol .IniK, .Mr. Kyan hini.'^olf

telo^raphod from Ihdtlofoid ;
-

*' lliiir-hriMMlH iirvMNliitriiK*. Will tliiio
b<>rKl<>n<i«'il ?"

to which the following,' r^^plv \V lHH(Md :

—

" >lliil«t4>r lifiMMiiltli'ft iiiid«'r «-oiiMl(|«>rn«
tloii, HiMl will |irol>iibl.v nut ltorlir,«^ Mr.
Iliurk, hIio lin*4 Itcoii iipiMitiited l>oiii^u>

ion IjnndN Afront for HttHkntchewan, to
luvcNtiKatc Niicli c-laliuM/'

That was tho la^t thin<^ done by Mr,
Mills. The view of tho Dopartmeiit atjthe

time, howover, may bo jiatlicrod from a
memorandum by Mr. Dennis, then Sur-
veyor-Gonoral and idiiof of iho land branch
of tht^ department, in wiiicb bo says;

—

"Tlie question rai.sed fiy His Ho lour the Lient-
eiiant-fJovornor as to tho miinner in wiiicti tho
claims of .-ettlers may be iidjusted, wlio located
upon the laii'ls in the Nortliwest Territories pre-
vious to Iho transfer, iuYohinix as it docs i> ques-
tion of poli'-.y. is for the .Minister to «'()nsulor. Tho
uiider-.is{nod would, hewover, in rofereneo tuertito,

vonturoto express tl»iM)pinion that land 8o settled
on, without ttie same may posses:' exceptional value,
owinj{ to its situation, or lia I bicii taken up with a
view to spf'cuiation, il' tho chuiniint shall have been
eonstaritly residiiif? upon and oultivatins: it to a
reasonable extent, should be granted fre(> to the
oceupant. To Riveetreet to such a |)oUey, liowevor,
legislation would be roiiuired."

It wili be soon from this, that the soln-

titni of this (juestion in the opinion of the
DeparlmiMit at that time was lo be found
in tho ^laiitinir to tho Half breeds of i.ho

lands upon which thoy wore soitlod. It

may bo staled that they have never boen
deprived of those lands, ami that this

(Tovernment, has fiivon tliom free grants of
tho lands upon whiih Ihoy were settled to

the (extent of liiO acres ; so that tliis poli('y,

which was suggested by the l)opartinonta.'3

a ,sottloment of tho whole iiuostion in J877,

has been the invariuhlo policy of tho pro-

.sent administration.
Thoa<'fion of tlio Markenzioadininistra-

tion in dealing with Half-breed claims
may thus l)e summed up:—

1. 'J'hoy igtiorod the action of the pre-

vious irovernment, looking toscltlomont of

claims in Manitoba, by wliicb they would
havo boon settloil ton years ago, and by the
appointment of now commissioners, they
|)ost]>oned tho sottlomiMit, and iucroascHl

tho opportunity for fraudulent cluima
being liie.sentod.

2. They appointed ?di-. Hyan to invoati-

gat« claims, a.nd tlion rcfu.sod him the
opportunity of visiting the districts w here
lialf-l)roods had wettlod, thim iond(>rfiig

valuolc his appointmont.
?<. Two years after his aiipointimMit,

nothing having been done in the mean-
timo, tliey rofiiHed to extend bis eomtnis-
sion. stating that the malt(>r was midor tho
Minister's consideration, and that he would
probably apnoint Mr. I>tick, the land agent
at Prini'o Albt^rt, lo invostignfe the claims
of those who might prt^sont Ihomsehes.

4. The letter of the Surveyor-Lieneral


