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imperial government has been to refuse to interfere in any way with its

domestic affairs, but to leave them entirely in the hunds of tlie Gov-

emor and his advisers, who act in such matters in iiecordance with the

well-known principles of the Biitish constitutional system. It is oidy

with respect to questions immediately affecting inii)eriul interests, es^te-

cially the relations of the empii-e with foreign nations, that the Gov-

ernor can be said to be thrown to any extent on liLs own resiransibility

as an imperial officer. Even in such nmttei-s he will generally find it

necessary to consult his colonial advisers, though he may not consider

himself bound to adopt tlieir advice. In these ctises he can only follow

the instructioQa of the goveniment of which he is the accredited rep-

resentative. ^ •

As in England, the Canadian miniHtiy is pmctically a committee

of the dominant party in parliament. Here again we have evidence

how little the public men of Canada are influenced by their intercourse

with the United States. A thorough study of the British system,

wliich requires ministers to liave seats, and receive the support of the

majority, in parliament, has clearly shown to Canada its advantages

over the American system. After an experience of over fifty yeare of

the working of responsible government, (Canadians have become thor-

oughly convinced that the presence in the legislature of a body of men

responsible to the Commons and to the country for the administration

of public affairs and the conduct of legislation, has decided advantages

over a system which gives the whole executive government to the

President, and does not allov/ liis ministers to sit or speak in either

branch of Congress. Whenever it is necessary to fonn a ministry in

Canada, members are summoned by the Governor-General to the Privy

Council of Canada ; another illustration of the desire of the Canadians

to imitate the old institutions of the parent state, and copy their time-

honored names.

The Parliament of Canada consists of the Queen, the Senate, and

a House of Commons. In the constitution of the upper cliamber or

Senate, there has been an attempt to give it a shade of resemblance

to the distinguished body of the same name in the United States. In

the formation of the Canadian Senate, each province has not the same

number of Senators, as is the case with the States of the American

republic ; but three geog^phical groups were arranged in the first

instance, consisting of Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritime Provinces, and

to each group was allotted a representation of twenty-four members.

More recently new provinces have been admitted into the Dominion

without reference to this arrangement, and now there ai'e altog^ether

eighty-one Senators in Parliament. Between the functions and re-

sponsibilities of the Canadian Senate and those of the American body.


