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contraI the importance of wbich feature Sir
Alexander Gibb stresses time and time again-
and the central board would provide safe-
guards with regard ta finances.

As I bave said, inasmuch as the Gavern-
ment bas ta carry the responsibility, I approve
of the principle of the Bill. I hope the seheme
will wark. But because ail the empinyces, ail
the purchasing and ail the cantracts wilI be

under the cantral of three men here, I do
flot believP it wili work.

Bon. Mr. DANDURAND: Bonourable
senatars, my honourable frierid knows that
during the years when he was a member ai

the harbour commission of Montreal, in the

régime af Sir Wilfrid Laurier, he neyer

received from me a letter stating what I

thouglit sloid ha donc or asking a favour
for anvone, although 1 think 1 can say I was

fairiy wellinl the centre af political affairs la

Montreal. It gives me a feeling of satisfaction
that the (jecision was ta icave the harbour
commissioners free ta administer that part.
We have the statement of my honourable
friend that the commission xvas not interfered
with ia the least, but, on the contrary, was
supported by the then Minister of Marine,
Mr. Brodeur, and by Sir Wilfrid Laurier-

IJon. Mr. BALLANTYNE: And hY Mr.
1-azen.

Bon. Mr. DANDURAND: Yes, in the
Gox erinoi that foliawed.

Bon. Mr. B 4AN-TYNE: And alsa by
myscîf.

I-on. Mi-. DANDURAND: Mv hionourahie

friend says that patronage should 1)0 aholishcd
and appointments made under the Civil Ser-
vice Commission. Weil, I shouid say that, in

ninety-aine cases out af a hundred, if flot

i.n ex ery case, the positions with respect to

wLîch pressure wauld be exerted on hehaîf
of applicatits are such that they would flot
came under the Civ il Service Commission,
for they are beiow those in the permanent
grades. My honourabie friend admits to-day,
in this month of June, seven or eight months

after the present Administration nssumcd
office, that the permanent staffs have not

been disturbed. To my knowicdge they have

flot been disturbed for the iast twenty-five
years. I bave aiways noticed the same men
doing the work, regardiess of what party
happened te be in power. The point I want

ta make is that even if the Civil Service Com-
mission çýfre gix'en the suggested contrai

there stili woiîid be a large number of positions
wîth respect ta whicb patronage could came
into play.

Hon. Mr. BALLANTYNE.

It has been urged 'that tenders sihould be

opened publicly. I will flot deal with that

subject now. I accept the suggestion of my

right honourabie friend who ieads the ather

side, and I move that these amendments be

referred to, the Commnittee on Railways,
Telegraïphs -and Harbours. 1 shall try to have

the Minister of Marine and Fisheries present
at the committee.

This morning my right honourable friend

complained that the Minister 'had flot ex-

pressed disapproval of aur amendments when

they were being considered in committee. I

cammunicated my right honourable friend's re-

marks to the Minister. Bis answer surprised
me, but I recali the incident ta which hie

refers. Be said: "I went to the committee.

You a'sked me to express my view on the

amenclment ta give contrai ta the Civil Service

Commission, and the Right Ban. Mr.

Meighen said he did flot need my opinionl.

Sa, of course, I refrained f rom stating it."

Right Bon. Mr. MEIGBEýN: I want ta

put it on record that the Minister's state-

ment is flot quite correct. What was under

discussion at the time he refers ta was the

principle -of the use af the Civil Service Com-

mission. And whien my honaurable fwiend,

1 think. sug-gested that we might hiear from

the Minister. I stated that I did nat think bis

xîcxvs woll be any different from those that

liad already(lý been fuliv expressed hy the leader

of the Gux urnment.

The motion was agreed ta.

BANK 0OF CANADA BILL

T11IRD TIEADING

Bon. Mr. DANDURAND moved the thjrd

reading af Bill 82, an Act ta amenci the Bank

of Canada Act.

Right Bon. ARTHUR MEIGBEN: Bon-

ourable members, I bave given as much

study as time ,permitted ta this long prognasti-

oated mcasure. Iýf in these strenilaus bours

at the close of 'the session a very tired. man

can .completely succumb ta a sense of -humour,

I am under tbe impression that I bave done

so in consequence -of ail tbat lias takeu place

with respect ta thîs Bank af Canada.
Two years ago Parliament passed the legis-

lation estahlJishing 'tbe Bank of Canada. It

was ta be privately owned; that is, the paublie

were to, be invited ta subscribe the capital,

$5,00O,000. The bank was te be managed. by
a board of directors elected by the owners

of that capital stock. There were ta be ap-

painted by the Governor in Council a Gover-

nar and a De.puty Covernor. The Bill pro-

vided further-I have the quotations before


