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publics of South America on the Pacifie
,coast and to Mexico and California, with ail
of which a large trade could be developed in
the exchange of Canadian manufactures for
the tropical and subtropical products e
lheqe countries.

4. As the West India islands, most pro-
bably Jamaica, would become a coaling-
station for vessels en route to the 'west, an
aiditional market would be supplied for
the coal mines of Nova Scotia, for which
return cargoes to, Canada would be readily
obtained in the abundant produce of thesa
islands.

A very important advantage to Canada
net to be omitted would be the advantage
of the Panama route in relieving the rail-
way transportation of the enormous 'whent
products of thc western provinces. Se rapid
has been the production of wheat, and go
brie! the perio1 for transportation to the
Canadian ports on Lake Superior, that it is
doubtful whether even with three transcon-
tinental railways this congestion can be
fufly relived at ail times. Should the west-
ern 'wheat fields produce, as it is expected,
four or five hundred million bushels, witb-
in the next five or ten years, the. losa to the
farmers by delay in b3ing relieved of their
grain, would b. even greater than it is at
present. An outlet, therefore, by way o!
Vancouver to Liverpool via the Panama
canal is o! the greatest importanca, and 1
believe net imxpracticable. For instance,
Calgary is 616 miles nearer Vancouver than
it is to Fort William, the nearest shipping
point on the east. Fort William is closed
to navigation within two or thre3 months
of the hiarvesting of the western wheat,
whilc Vancouver is open alithe year round.
If the route from Edmxonton to Vancouver is
alopted, the snving in distance would be
716 iniilýs as agiinst Fort William. At the
close of navigation of the upper lakes, the
nearest sea port te the i'est is St. Johins, a
distance of 2,393 miles !rom Moosejaw,
about Ilie centre of tha3 western wheat fields.
If shipped west by wvay of Vancouver, the
distance would be only 1,085 miles. Even
if the freight rates by way o! Liverpool were
neot less than the rout3 by which western
grain now reaches European markets, and
it is confidenly expected they would be, the
relief frein congestion, whîch is likely te
prevail, would, in itself, grsatly benefit the
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larmiers of Alberta and Saskatchewan.
In an interview at Ottawa, Sir ]Richard

McBride, Premier o! British Columnbia, said:

Preparing for Panama Canal.
The persistently reiterated etatements

that the movement of Canadian expert wheat
via Vancouver and the Panama canal wil.l
nlot be practicable are unwcrthy of notice.
I can say officially that it is within my know-
ledge that elevator men cf the. largest re-
sponsibility are planning for the construction
of vast grain elevatore on tiie Pacifie coast
to take care of the expected grain expert
trade which the completion cf the. Panami
canal wîil bring over our way.

lu view of these advantages to comn.erc*i.
it becomes the settled policy o! the two na.
tions more immediately concerned in the
construction of the Panama canal, viz., thie
linitel States and Great Britain, that the
territory through which the canal passed
sliould be neutralized and that, no matter
ivhnt country possessed tiie soversignty cf
the soil, se far as the canal was concernied.
.ail nations ' should b. permitted to use it
on termis of ' equalîty.' The. first nation to
niake a declaration, se far as 1 can ascer-
tain, to that effect, was the United States.
Iu 1826 a Congress cf the Independent
States cf Central America was lield at Pan-
ama for the purpose cf considering the con-
struction cf the canal between the two
oceans. At ths congress the United States
was represented by invitation, but cwing
to the unsettlel condition cf Central Am-
enican politics, nothing definîte wvas accom-
pliàhed. As indicating the attitude cf the
United States towvards this project, it is in-
ter.ssting te quote !rom the instruction"
given by Henry Clay te the United States
delegates:

' If the work should ever be ccriehidd'
lie said 'the benefits 6hould not be exclusively
appro priated to one nation, but should be ex-
tended te aIl ports of the globe upon payment
of just compensation and reasonable tolls.'

The convention at Panama having !ailed.
thie United States Senate took, up the ques-
tion, and on March 2, 1835, adopt3d unani-

nously the following resolution:

Resolved, that the President of the United
States be respectfully asked to consider the
expediency of opening negotiations with the
gevernmentE; of other nations, and perticular-
and -vth the government cf Central Anierica

adNew Granada, for the purpose cf effec-
tually protecting, by suitable tre-aty stipula-
tions with them, such individuals or coin-
panties as may undertakze te open a coin-


