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saine view that the Coimfissiotters hold
and who are supporters of the goverfi-
nient for the titue being. In the United
States, ia order to avoid as mucli as pos-
sible the use of political power by the
commissioners ulîder thc Civil Service Act,
I find that their Act In reference bo thc
appointmient of commissioners whose du-
ties are t0 a certain extent simllar to those
we impose upon the Civil Service, contaîns
thette words:

Not more than two of thent shall be ad-
la(rents of the sanie political parly.

This, or sometbing sînilar to, It,
would fit iii very well after the word
' members ' In the 2lst hune of te
clause. If the governmnent really desire
to remove entirely thc political influences
that 'will be brought to bear upon the
«ommissioners and the favouritism whîch
the commîissioners miglit show lu malzing n
selection of candidates, tbey ought lu these
nppoiîîtmenbs not to be both of bue saine
political characler. In the appointment to
the three commissioners In bhe United
States, provision is made that only two
shaîl be of the saine poIltical party. One
strong reason to my nd. why the pollcy
of selecling, If there are 10 be two commis-
sioners, one from ecdi party, or If tliere
are to be thîree, two of one parly and one
of another, Is that the law provides that
you canîtot remnove amy or cither of those
commissioners 'except by vote of parlia-
meut, and then there must be a coinplaint
against themn whichi would justify parlia-
ment iii dismissing thein, or, in other words,
lte commissioners are placed in precisely
the saine position as thc judges of the
courts and the Auditor Gerteral.

Hon. Mr. CO'ME:AU-Do you shut out the
Independent mani?

Hou. Sir --MACKENZIE BOWELL-Not
If you could pick out au independent man,
who had no politics or prejudices. I hiave
flot the most exalted opinion of what you
caîl independent incan. To illustralte whal
I atu saylng-, I will cite a lutIle incident
whicb occurred in Toronto. A politiciau
was going througli the lunatic asyluin, and
got Imb a conversation witb a litIle English
womau, who asked hlm what hie was dolng
lu Toronto. He said he was a member of

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL.

lte local legisiature, and shie asked hlmi
the question, 1 Wlat po]itiCs are you?' Ile
said, 'Oh, 1 amn a h'iindependenlt.' Site
saîid, smilingly, ' Oi, yes, 1 nnderstauid that
exactly; thiat is a mn i vlio is ready to be
boughit and sold at any tinie by w-hoevcr is
iii power.' 1 amrn ot i)repared to say that
is rny opinion, but that wvas the lunatic's
definition of an Independent. 0f course
If the hon, gentleman from Digby recoin
iiiends the appointment of an independent
mian, 1 hope lie will flot be of titat clinrac-
ter:

Hon. Mr. POWER-I think ithere is a
great deal of force in what the hon. gentle-
tuaitlhas sai(l, and when I first heard of
this commission 1 thougit that it would be
wise to follovw the cxatnple of the United
States; but the governrnt took a different
view, and 1 supp1ose the goveruent wcre
riglîL. 'l'ey soîtîetitnes are right. There
are two or three reasoîts whicli tend to
utake one believe that iny first impression
is itot correct. ln the first place, we are
supl)osed 'to iiiîltate te English system, and
the systemu Which they liave lu the United
States is not the Eîtglishi system; titen ithere
is another circuntstance to which I wishi to
direct lte attentioni of the conimittce, aîtd
titat Is that when this Bill was introduced
lt did flot coîttalu the provision which it now
coutains, ltat these conintissioners sliould
hiold office during good behaviour. In the
Ilouse of Comons, il wvas fel desirable
taI thiese commissioners should be Inde-

pendent of the governîneut and that pro-
visiont was put in. I tinik that as a gen-
eral thing if an officer feels thiat he is coin-
îdlely independent of tîte governmnent, he
is likely todo bis duty honeslly and wilh-
ont any undue favour to friends of the gov-
eramnent. Hon, gentlemnen will remiember
that the ex-Auditor General was appointed
in this way, and no one could accuse hini at
any time of uuduly favouring the members
of his own party; and 1 assume that these
commissioners will be something of the
saine stamp. Then there Is anoîher circuni-
stance. If you adopt the United States
lan, and provide that there shaîl be three

commissioners, two of theui beloaging 10
the party lu powver and one belonging to
tîte opposition, I tbînk the effecl will be
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