44 Ministerial
honorable friend stood alone 1n the un-
pleasant feeling to which he had just
given expression. The matter was
very plain. A Minister of the Crown
scarcely warm in his seat in this House, h1d
l-ft 1t for the purpose of as:1sting in the
election of a successor 1n another branch of
Parliament. It was a case that warianted
enquiry from the only Minister that was left
to1epresent the Crown in this body. It was
not a mere pariy question, but one which
coucerned the dignity and independence of
Parliament, and on which there should be
but cne opinton. 1t was due to their selt-
respect Lo know whether it was a proper
tiung for a Minister of the Ciown 10 leave
his place during the sitting of Parliament
and 1ake part in the election of a memter
toserve in the other House. They might
be told it was a matler that
concerned only the independence of the
other House; therefore, they owed it to
the mseives to be the first tc take notice of
t,and not leave the Ministry of the d.y in
ignorance of the sentiments that the House
entertained on the rubject. The honorable
gentleman had thought proper to leave the
- House even before the addr¢ss in reply to
the Speech from the Throne was passed. 1t
was beyond ail piecedent, and 10 the last
moment he (Mr. Dickey) had been in hopes
that the honorable genileman would be in
his place when the Address wis passed, and
be » medium for conveying the congratnla-
tions of this House to tLe raresentative of
Her Majesy.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—This is a proper time
to make the explanations to Parlia.
ment, 10 refereace to the changes which
have taken place 1n the personnel of
the Administration since the lzst session.
1t seems a proper and fitting tribute to the
Hon. Mr. Letellier’s services 1o the country,
that he should have been oftered the posi-
tion o! Lieutenant Governor in his native
Province, The vacancy created by his with-
drawal fiom the Cabinet, was offered to M.
Pelletier. For reasons which 1 do not think
proper to discu:s, Mr. Pelletier thought
proper to deciine the ofter.  ‘I'he offer of a
seat and portfolio was then made to Mr,
Joly. That honorabie gentlem:n from per-
sonal reasons—not on account of any difter.
ence 1 politics from this Govern-
ment, but for reasons personal to
himself—declined to become & mem-
ber of the Administration. Negotiations
were ag+in opened with yMr. Pellelier, and
he conciuded to accept the seat in the
Senate vacated by Hon. Mr. Leteliier, and
the portfolio of Minister of Agriculture. I
contess, I do regret on the present occasion
Mr. Pelletier’s absence from the House. He
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had, as honorable gentlemen ure aware, ac-
cepted this position but & very few days
betore Parliament nssembled, and 1t seem-
ed only natural that he shoull make his
adieux to his own constituents. 1 regret
that he 18 now absent, but I hope that he
will be 1n h13 place to-morrow or the day fol.
lowmmg., Withregard to other changes, Mr.
Geofirion being 1n ill-health resigned his
position, and Mr. Laflamme was called to
take his place. Mr. Laird, having obtsined
a very thorough xnowledge of the North-
west, was offered the Lieut.-Governorship of
that new teriitory,«and Mr. Mills entered
the Government as hie successor.

Hon, Mr. WILMOT exid he thought 1t was
pretty well known what was his opinion
with regard to su-taining the dignity of the
position of the Senate in this Dominion.
He saw under the previous Administration
that there was a gradual removal of mem-
bers of the Government from this House to
the popular branch of the Legislature. As
one who assisted 1n the formation of the
const1itution of this country, he looked upon
the Senate as the guardian ot the rights
of the smaller Provinces. He regretted
that the representation of the Cabinet bad
been reduced to two members 1m this
House, »nd one of thore members
of the Government w:8 absent, as public
rumor had it, 1n connection with an election,
coutrary to the dignity ot this House. He
thought there were bhonorable gentlemen
on the floor of this ~enate who were as com-
petent to he members of the Administration
as there were in the other branch ot the
Legislature, and he regretted to see, not
only in this House but 1n the public press—
and he had to ch.rge his honorable friend,
the leader of the Opposition 1n that respect
also—that they were following a course by
which the Senate were merely becoming
the endorsers of the aciion of the other
House. He admitted that the Commons
should control the aftairs of the country,
but the Senate had a right to maint-n
their digoity  and express their
opinions on all subjects of Legislation. It
was to be regretted that an bonorable mem-
ber of the Government and of this House
should have descended to take part in an
election for the other House. Since he bhad
become a member of this House he had
never voted at an election for a member
ot the House of Commons, and he had
always considered it an improper
thing for a member of the Senate to
wnterfere 1n an election for the other
House,

Hon, Mr. AIKINS—Do I understand the
honorable Secretary ot Siate to say that the
second time the portfolio was oftered to Mr,



