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1ION. MR. HAYTHORNE-I think it
cost about £3,000,000 sterling. I have
%.ndeavored to shorten my statement as
'iuch as possible, partly becauso I have a
Very bad cold, and partly because this
thouOse is getting wearied. The length of
that tunnel is 7,000 yards, against some11,000 or 12,000 yards across the Straits
of Northumberland. I do not want to
throw difficulties in the way of my hon.
Polleague; I would rather help him, but I
o not think could help him in the way
wish to do if I did not give full expressionto the difficulties which such undertakings

are always subjeet to. I know myself that
t rIgs are quite common, particularly on

e shores of the Island. I know from
experience, on the Cape Tormentine side,
omay see them at the railway stations.
n the corner of one of the waiting rooms

a living spring which empties into a
arrel, aid there is a little hotel near the

railway station where I have taken my
eaIs, and there I found another spring

ang op in the same way, and it is a
atter of probability that considerable

cuilty may be found in this work from
tPrings. I think the hon. gentleman has
taken a fair and wise course. If the Gov-
0ram1ient can find engineers accustomed to
aydraulic work, and willing to undertake

survey, and report on this scheme, it
Would be a reasonable guide to us as towhethîer the thing was within the bounds
tpracticabilty or not. If it should prove

e so, we could then fairly press theverrnent to go on with this tunnel, pro-

lg her means should fail altogether.
sbhaeto point out. befbre I leave this

atbJect that up to the present day no
Str 8 pt has yet been made to navigate the

its b steamship. The "Northern
ht made one or two attempts to navi-gate the Straits in winter, but hers was a

a se through the worst part of the Straits,
ane besides she was entirely unfitted for
ah Work. She drew too much water,

s ould not get.within easy distance ofhor 6 ,80 that I do not attach much im-Portance to that experiment. I do not
foe the "Stanley " is very well adapted
ad Uch service either. She is very well

aPted for the purpose she was intended.
Of freave before us the fact that a stretch

h b water a few hundred miles from
Wi r been navigated successfully in the
able to y a steamship. I have been un-

21 aScertain fuil information of the

daily running of t*he "St. Ignace" in the-
Straits of Mackinaw, but I have here a
statement which appeared in one of the
illustrated newspapers at the time that
vessel was about to commence the under-
taking. I may say that I have crossed the
Straits of Northumberland a great many
times myself, and I have seen those Straits
under almost every possible phase of their
winter appearance. I have seen them when
they were nearly clear of ice. I have seen
them when they were covered with lolly
from one side to the other; and I have
seen them when the pan ice was so glare
and smooth that all the men had to do was
to run along with the boat almost without
effort. I have seen it also when the ice
was so thinî that it actually bent under the
weight of the boat and passengers as they
were hauled along for miles together.
With that experience I think I am entitled
to offer an opinion as to the possibility of a
steamer crossing those Straits in the
winter, and I believe honestly and fairly
that a steamship designed and built ex-
pressly for that purpose, and no other,
would keep communication open ail winter.
I dare say the time will come when the
increase of trade between the island and
the mainland will be so great that public
opinion will call for somet'hing more cou-
venient, something which will cause less
exposure to the weather than a winter
passage over the ice-quite possibly with-
in the next decade or so, and a demand
may spring up for a tunnel, òr a sub-way
as the hon. gentleman pleases to call it.
But if the report of the commissioners
were in the hands of the Government to-
day I think there would necessarily be a
long interval during which the building of
that tunnel would be proceeding. It would
take perhaps as long to finish it as to build
the Severn tunnel. It would perhaps meet
with difficulties and obstacles as great, or
very similar to what were met with in the
case of the Severn tunnel, and therefore
during all that period the island would
be fairly entitled to have its produce
and passengers and mails carried back-
wards and forwards in some way more
convenient than by means of the small
ice boats when the bord ice forms off
the island and prevents vessels from per-
forming the service there. I do not intend
to put forward my own ideas very forcibly
on this question. I will take the opinions
of a gentleman who was examined before

435


