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were reached by deliberately changing the criteria used interna
tionally to determine the human development index.

These arrogant actions by the Liberals make a sham of an 
MP’s role in drafting legislation. This is another example of how 
the red book promises are being broken, one after the other.

The PQ minister can release all the studies he wants; Quebec
ers will never forget that Canada is still the best country in the 
world.

* * *

• (1415 )
The minister should stop wasting taxpayers’ money on studies 

which do not serve their interests at all. ONTARIO ELECTION

Mrs. Brenda Chamberlain (Guelph—Wellington, Lib.): 
Mr. Speaker, as the people of Ontario prepare to vote next 
Thursday they are discovering where their provincial leaders 
stand on the issues.

Recently on employment equity and disabled persons Conser
vative leader Mike Harris is quoted as saying:

Now here is a disabled person only 50 per cent as good as an able bodied 
worker, but you must hire them and you must pay them as much as an able bodied 
person.

To make such uninformed statements of the disabled person’s 
ability to compete is totally unacceptable.

Liberals have always brought out the best in every Canadian. 
We have always celebrated and encouraged what every member 
can contribute to society. People with disabilities deserve better 
than this. The common sense revolution only appears to be for 
the strong, the powerful and the fit, but above all it lacks 
common sense.

* * *

CANADIAN SECURITY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the harassment campaign conducted by CSIS against 
Pierre Laberge and his wife since Mr. Laberge declared his 
support for Quebec’s sovereignty is scandalous. Worse still is 
the fact that the government and the Prime Minister condone 
this witch hunt.

The reason the government is letting the situation with the 
SIRC deteriorate is now clear. Indeed, the Security Intelligence 
Review Committee currently has only two active members, 
instead of the five provided for in the legislation.

The basic freedoms of Quebec sovereignists are jeopardized 
by the actions of CSIS and the laxness of this government. The 
Bloc Québécois demands that the next SIRC appointment be 
made in close co-operation with the official opposition, so as to 
protect the freedom of speech of every citizen.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
* * *

[Translation][English]

BOSNIA
GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION

Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition, BQ): 
Mr. Speaker, although he claims he will redefine the mandate of 
our peacekeepers in Bosnia, the Prime Minister has clearly 
indicated that his government does not intend to send additional 
support in terms of logistics and equipment. Meanwhile, the 
situation is deteriorating following a refusal by Bosnian Serbs to 
allow the Red Cross to visit the hostages and now that the 
Canadian government has no direct contact with Captain Ryan 
Lapalm, who is being held in Sarajevo.

My question is directed to the Minister of National Defence. 
How can the government expect to be taken seriously when it 
says it wants to redefine the mandate of our peacekeepers in 
Bosnia but at the same time refuses to send adequate equipment 
like France and Great Britain?
[English]

Hon. David M. Collenette (Minister of National Defence 
and Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first on 
the question of Captain Lapalm, it is true that we have had no

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, 
today we are talking about broken promises and one of them is 
on page 92 of the red book which says: “In the House of 
Commons, a Liberal government will give MPs a greater role in 
drafting legislation through House of Commons committees”. 
Is it true? Well, let us have a look.

On Bill C-68, the government invoked closure at second 
reading, limited the number of witnesses and refused to give 
time for legislative counsel to draft amendments.

On Bill C-64, only four witnesses out of the 50 who gave 
testimony came from a list submitted by Reform. Reform MPs 
were not allowed to submit amendments in the language of their 
choice. They were refused the right to speak to some clauses due 
to a time allocation of five minutes per clause.

On the MP pension bill, only expert witnesses are allowed to 
testify. MPs and ordinary Canadians are shut out.


