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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, June 8, 1984

The House met at 11 a.m.

® (1105)
STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.0. 21

[English]
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
INDIA—PRAYER FOR RESTORATION OF PEACE

Mr. David Kilgour (Edmonton-Strathcona): Mr. Speaker,
all Members of the House will have read of or watched on
television the recent bloodshed in India. Hundreds of people
have been killed, and an estimated 11,000 refugees have
streamed into the small town of Ambala in recent days to
avoid violence.

In my own constituency there are many Canadians of Indian
origin, with an estimated 2,000 alone from the Punjab. Con-
stituents of both Sikh and Hindu faiths from the Punjab and
elsewhere are understandably acutely concerned about the
safety and well-being of innocent family members in India.
The same must be true in numerous constituencies across
Canada.

The overwhelming majority of Sikhs, both in Canada and
throughout India, where their contribution to that country has
been simply enormous, condemn terrorism of all sorts. They
are a law abiding and patriotic people who are internationally
renowned for their peaceful and non-violent characteristics.
They are also people of high principle, excellent character, and
dedicated religious convictions. My prayer today is that fur-
ther bloodshed and violence can be avoided in the world’s
largest democracy. What happens there in the next few days
and weeks will touch all thoughtful Canadians, and all Mem-
bers here must hope that peace and reason can be restored
permanently to the Punjab.
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LABOUR CONDITIONS

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT—CONDEMNATION OF GOVERNMENT
POLICY

Mr. Jim Hawkes (Calgary West): Mr. Speaker, all of us in
this Chamber can remember 1977 when the Prime Minister
(Mr. Trudeau) said to the young unemployed of Canada: “My
heart does not bleed for you”. In that same speech to young
people at the University of Toronto he said that if they do not

like it in Canada, if they do not like it here, let them find
another country.

Yesterday in this Chamber the Acting Prime Minister (Mr.
Pepin) said to the young people of Canada that if they cannot
find a job the reason may be because they are lazy. That is a
shameful comment from the Acting Prime Minister, just as
the previous comments by the Prime Minister were shameful.

The Conservative Party and I believe most Members of the
House do have hearts that bleed for the young people of this
country who cannot find jobs. We want Canadian young
people and university graduates to stay in this country and
contribute to this country. We do not believe that the problem
is that young people are lazy.

I come from the Province of Alberta where four years ago,
when the Government was elected, the unemployment rate was
3.5 per cent. With government policy and government pro-
grams, today it is 12 per cent. That is the problem. Laziness is
not the problem; government policy is the problem.
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LABOUR CONDITIONS
DECLINE IN MANITOBA UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

Mr. Rod Murphy (Churchill): Mr. Speaker, this morning’s
figures on unemployment show an increase in the seasonally
adjusted number of unemployed Canadians across the land.
However, under the NDP Government of Howard Pawley,
Manitoba has the lowest unemployment rate in Canada.

Historically Manitoba does not have the lowest unemploy-
ment rate, but what is happening in Manitoba now proves that
with the right Government something can be done about
unemployment in Canada.
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Let me read the figures to you, Mr. Speaker. Last year at
this time Manitoba had 51,000 unemployed. One month ago
that figure was down to 43,000, and last month that figure was
down to 39,000. In Manitoba the unadjusted unemployment
rates have dropped from 9.9 per cent to 7.5 per cent, and the
seasonally adjusted unemployment figures have dropped from
10 per cent to 7.8 per cent.

Through its job fund the Manitoba New Democratic Party
has created in excess of 17,000 jobs. For the most part those
jobs have met real community needs in recreation, education,
and other required facilities. This has created employment in
the short term, and it has created permanent facilities for the
people of Manitoba. The Government has also looked toward



