September 12, 1968 SENATE 13

Their Speaker, the Honourable Lucien Lamoureux, said:—
“May it please Your Excellency,—

“The House of Commons has elected me their Speaker, though I am but
little able to fulfil the important duties thus assigned to me.

“If in the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall into error,
I pray that the fault may be imputed to me, and not to the Commons, whose
servant I am, and who, through me, the better to enable them to discharge their
duty to their Queen and Country, humbly claim all their undoubted rights and
privileges, especially that they may have freedom of speech in their debates,
access to Your Excellency’s person at all seasonable times, and that their pro-
ceedings may receive from Your Excellency the most favourable construction.”

The Honourable the Speaker of the Senate answered: —

“Mr. Speaker,—I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General
to declare to you that he freely confides in the duty and attachment of the
House of Commons to Her Majesty’s Person and Government, and not doubt-
ing that their proceedings will be conducted with wisdom, temper and prudence,
he grants, and upon all occasions will recognize and allow their constitutional
privileges. I am commanded also to assure you that the Commons shall have
ready access to His Excellency upon all seasonable occasions and that their

proceedings, as well as your words and actions, will constantly receive from him
the most favourable construction.”

His Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to open the Session
by a Gracious Speech to both Houses, as follows:—

Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:

I have the honour to welcome you to the first session of the 28th Parlia-
ment of Canada.

Across the land there are great expectations of what this Parliament will
produce. My Ministers recognize the responsibility for leadership which these
hopes entail. They are determined to do all that they can to carry out the
mandate they received from the people of Canada in the recent general
election. They recognize their duty to ensure that the wishes of Canadians
concerning their Government be fulfilled as quickly and as completely as the
general advantage will allow. At the same time my Government is conscious
that aspirations and their realization have to be tempered by a sober awareness
of reality. In the complexities of modern society, effective programs take time
to develop and more time to implement. At all stages they require financial
and intellectual resources which are not unlimited and must be used with
careful planning and the hard judgement of priorities. It is a simple fact of life
that everything cannot be done at once.

My Government has planned the legislative program of this first session
in the context of a Parliament of normal duration. To make way for the



