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similar steps until there is built up an association of all free
states which are willing to accept responsibilities of r:utual
assistance to prevent aggression and preserve peace . . . .

The Canadian government has been closely following recent
developments in the international sphere . 'The peoples of ali free
countries may be assured that Canada will play her full part in
every movement to give substance to the conception of an effective
system of collective security by'the development of regional pacts
under the charter of the United Natiozis .

The time has not yet come when it would be vrise or useful for
the government to'go much beyond that considered and, I think, important
statement of government policy .

I referred to one possible line of development when I spoke
seven months ago at the general Assembly . I stated then that it was not
necessary to contemplate the break-up of the United Nations or the secession
from it of the. Soviet group in order to build up a stronger security system
within the organization. Without sacrificing the universality of th e
United Nations, it is possible for the free nations of the world to forra
their own closer association for collective self-defence under article 51
of the charter of the United Nations . Such an association could be .created
within the United Nations by those free states which are willing to accept
more specific and onerous obligations than those contained in the charter
in return for greater national security than the United Nations can now
give its members .

It may be that the free states, or some of them, will soon
find it necessary to consult together on how best to establish such a
collective security league . It night grow out of the plans for "western
union" now maturing in Europe . Its purpose, like that of "rrrestern union,"
would not be merely negative ; it would create a dynamic counter-attraction
to coamunism -- the dynamic counter-attraction of a free, prosperous and
progressive society as opposed to the totalitarian and reactionary society
of the conmunist nrorld . The formation of such a defensive group of free
statss would not be a counsel of despair but a message of hope . It would
not mean that we regarded a third world war as inevitable ; but that the
free democracies had decided ths t to prevent such a war they would organize
so as to confront the forces of .communist eapansionism with an overwhelming
preponderance of moral, economic and military force and with sufficient
degree of unity to ensure that this preponderance of force is so used that
the free nations cannot be defeated one by one . No measure less than this
will do . We Z:ust at all costs avoid the fatal repetition of the history
of the pre-war years when the nâzi aggressor picked off its victims one
by one . Such a process does not end at the Atlantic .

I an sure that it is the desire of the people of Canada that
Canada should play its full part in creating and maintaining this over-
17helning preponderance of moral, economic and military force and the
necessary unity for its effective use .

One thing we must constantly keep in mind as we approac h
this fateful decision is that the western European democracies are not
begr"ars asking for our charity . They are allies whose assistance we need
inorder to be able successfully to defend ourselves and our beliefs .
Canada and the United States need the assistance of the western European
denocracies just as they need ours . The spread of aggressive cormunist
despotisa over western Europe vrould ultimately almost certainly mean for
Ur-ar, and war on most unfavourable teras . It is in our national interest
to see to it that the flood of cor=unist expansion is held back .

Our foreign policy today must, therefore, I sug_;est be based on
recognition of the fact that totalitarian communist aggression, endanger s

the freedom and peace of every dernocratic country, including Canada . On


