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Q In February 1998, the KLA had been an almost insignîficant presence ini Kosovo, but brutish

68 Serbian actions in the counryside drew thousands of young voluftrs to its ranks. By the

summer, the KLA controlled as much as half of Kosovo's teriory. Today, the KLA has a po litical

wing which expects to be a player in any negotiations on Kosovo's final statu.

Spillover from Kosovo
macedonia andi Aibania are politically andi econornicaily vulnerable to spillover effects from the

Kosovo crisis. Both counuries are being drawn inio thec confiict through the cross-border transit of

weapons, guerrillas andi refugees.
Macedonia already bas a huge andi restive Albanian minority numbering between 20 andi 40

percent of its popul"on of two million. Aibanians form a majoiy i Western Macedonia whuch

borders both Albania andi Kosovo. Although the Aibanians are bercer off i Macedonia than in

Kosovo, many problenis remain unresolveti, especiafly regarding the srtus of the Aibanian rmnority

within Macedonia's constitutional framework. Aibanians in Macedonia have limited i ghts i errns

of usig the own language andi national synibols andti here are recuriing charges of erhnic

discrimination by the Macedonian governnent. Aibanian political parties in Macedonia are seeking

greater political andi national uights for the Aibanian minoricy.

Sice the f o! 1997 tensions bemrwei erhruc Aibanians andi Macedonians have risen wîch

several incidents of violent clashes bemween Aibanians andi police. In September, the Aibanian

mayor of Gostivar, where Aibanians make up 75 percent of the population, was convicceti of

spreading ethnic incolerance because he ailowed the Aibanian flag to fly above cicy hall. in reaccion

to thec massacre in thec Kosovo village of Donji Prekaz on 10 Match 1998, - ens of thousands of


