
The sections below represent the main fields of peacebuilding activity in Cambodia. Each
describes the main issues at play, the role of the principal actors (including the Cambodian
governiment, ngos, multilateral bodies and bilateral donors), and any Canadian support or
involvement.

A.ELECIQNS

1 Issue

Elections, now scheduled for July 26, 1998, are the main political focus of Cambodians
and the international community. A new legal framework consisting of the Law on Political
Parties and the Law on the Election of the National Assembly was adopted late in 1997.

The most significant aspect of the f-rmework is the creation of the National Election
Comimittee (NEC) which, afler much debate between the government, the National Assembly,
and the international community, has been given the legal authority to act as a permanent,
independent agency with a mandate to organize and supervise free and fair elections through
provincial, commune, and polling station-level election commissions. In addition to its chair and
vice-chair"3 , the NEC will have two representatives from the Ministry of Interior, one from each
party in the National Assembly, two citizens and one representative of local ngos.

Althougb there remain some outstanding legal issues (eg, the Election Law will need
amendments to its timeframes for voter and party/candidate registration in order for an election to
be held in July; legisiation to create a Constitutional Council to adjudicate electoral disputes is
stili needed although the Council's creation now seems likely), and technical questions (can voter
registration be completed in time, what effect will the surrmer rains have on turnout, transport of
Dfficials and equipment), the key issue now is whether the governiment has the political will to let


