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NEW WIIEAT SALE TO CHINA

A new sale' of wheat involving a maximum of
62.7 million bushels, to the People's Republic of
China was announced on November 10 by Mr. Otto
Lang, Minister responsible for the Canadian Wheat
Board.

"The value of the sale, at about $150 million,
reflects the sharp increase in wheat prices which
has occurred in the last few months," Mr. Lang
said. "Negotiations for the new sale were concluded
in Peking this week by representatives of the Can-
adian Wheat Board and the China National Cereals,
Oils and Foodstuffs Import and Export Corporation."

Shipments under the new contract will start in
April 1973, after deliveries under the present con-
tract are complete, and will continue until October.
Ail shipments will be made from Canada's West
Coast ports.

The grades to be shipped will consist of No. 1
Canada Western Red Spring Wheat 12/2 percent pro-
tein and No. 2 and No. 3 Canada Western Red Spring
Wheat.

As in previaus contracts with the People's
Republic of China, the termis af the new sale cati for
the payment of 25 percent cash when each vesse1 is
loaded and the balance in 18 months with interest.
The credit terms are made possible under a guatantee
to the Canadian Wheat Board by the Federal Gavera-
ment.

POSSIBLE BAISE IN PHONE RATES

Bell Canada flled two applications with the
Canadian Transport Commission on November 10 for
higher telephone rates over the next two yea ta. If the
applications are approved, basic residential tele-
phone service, for instance, would go up 5 cents a
month in 1973 and an addltlonal 61/ per cent ia 1974.

Bell says that an increase in costs, whlch are in
large part beyond its control, wlll offset the benefits
galned fromn the increased rates the Commission
p-ranted the company last May.

n the territory Bell serves would go up 2 cents

for calis dialled by tne customer, 5 cents for station-
to-station catis handled by the operator and 10 cents
for person-to-person catis.

,rhe company also proposes to increase most
service charges 50. per cent in 1973 and another
331/3 per cent in 1974. This would put the pre-ent
charge of $11 for installation in a residence up to
U16.50 next year and to $22 in 1974.

Beginning january 1, 1974, the basic residential
telephone bill in the Metropolitan areas of Montreal
and Toronto would go up 40 cents a month to $6.80
from $6.40. In smaller towns, such as Arnprlor and
Sturgeon Falls in Ontario and Arundel and Trois-
Pistoles in Quebec, the increase would be 30 cents -

ta $4.85 from $4.55.
Sinaller towns stili, such as Drumbo and Rigaud,

would be reclassified under a proposed plan to create
a new minimum-rate graup, and their increase on a
$4-a-month bill would be 45 cents, bringing it to
$4.45.

Rate groups are classified according to the num-
ber of telephanes a customer con reach without
having to pay a long-distance charge. Bell's new
minimum-rate group would be up ta 5,000 telephones.

Other increases to take effect january 1, 1974,
would include 5 cents a nionth for Contempra tele-
phones and residence Touch-Tone service, 5 cents on
residence and hotel extensions and 1 cent on each
minute of overtime on ail long-distance calis.

Further changes proposed for 1974 include in-
creasing the pay-phone rate from 10 cents ta 20 cents
and initiating a 25-cent charge for some caolis ta
directory assistance, whîch Bell hopes ta include for
calis ta dire<étory assistance for numbers lsted in
the caller's directory. Handicapped persans, suc~h as
the blind, would be exempt, as would calls from
hospital and hotel rooms, and pay-phones.

Bell says more thon 680,000 colis a day were
made. ta dlrectory assistance in 1971, and that at
least 70 per cent, or half a million of these colis
were for numbers listed la calters' directories. Cost
of the service now is being borne by atl customers.

However, the practice of weerlng
a wee< began early la 1952, at the.
iof King George VI.


