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VITAL STATISTICS
re ,Mthou&‘)h a record number of bi.rtj_hs were
mailﬁtered in Chnada iduting 13381 birth and
da flage rates (per 1,000 populatlon) .dropped,
tiCOr.dmg to the preliminary annual. vital sta-
Stics report issued today by the Dominion
Ieay of Statistics.,Other noteworthy
,Zat‘"res of the year's i nals,statiSEiEgNEEE
ad:{ord 12 D patieh arecord 234 IL1 PEESEAG
ed to the population by natural increase
rZEt difference between births and dea}ths); a
OUCOrd number of children bom in hospltgl
( t.of every 100); 4hd new record 16w infant
¢hildren under 1 year of age) and neonata
infants under 4 weeks of age) morality Tates:

BIRTHS

al.D‘“'iﬁg 1958, 470, 118 infants were born
iv&. ar the: rate of almost;ene .2 minute.
tario, Alberta, British Columbia and t'he
cirthwest Territories accounted for the in=
b.eaSe. all other provinces having fewer
irths than in the previous year. The Cana-
Olfan birth rate dropped from che record high
0 8.3 (per 1,000 population) in 19'57‘t0
1.6 - about the level of 1951-52. Provincial
S:tes were all below the previous year, 1D
1me provinces reverting to pre—World Wa.\r 11
wevels. Almost one-third.of Ganadian births
cere to residents of Ontario (152,637), 30 per
cent- Quebec (141,396). and almost: 8.2 Per
cent in British Columbia (39,516): of 71 per
hent in the three largest provinces. Ontario
S?S had more births than Quebec ea.ch year
Ince 1953, although Quebec has conswtently
V?d the higher birth rate. Among the 10 pro-
Incegs Newfoundland had -- as for many years
3; the highest birth rate in the country, at
(B, Fol Toved by Alberta (30.7). Quebec
0?-0) and New Brunswick (28.4); rates for d}e
M er provinces ranged from a Yoid 0'f7' 24,9710
Mitoba to 26.9 in Saskatchewan. ;

( Of the total 455,303 babies born in 1953f
{exeluding Newfoundland), 417,292 or 92 out ©
Very 100 were delivered in hospital, the pro-
Fiurtion varying from 79.3 per cent in Quebec
wo 99 per cent in Prince Edward Island. Before
Yorld War Il less than 40 per dent ofiall
:.‘faﬂts were delivered in hospital as compared
alth over 67 per cent at the end of the War
nd 79 per cent in 1951.

MARRIAGES

re After reaching the second highest total on
aco.rd in 1957 at 133,186, the number o
13érlages registered during 1958 drop[?ed to
13 523 as compared with the reco_rd igh of
B Aon 1 a0 and 132, Th3yin:s1996 «sfigh ko
8 the "marriage boom" of 1946, the annual

n .
Mmber declined gradually to 128,029 in 1955

fgllowed by rises in 1956 and 1957, with adrop
a Practically all provinces in 1958. « The
inrrlage rate (per 1,000 population) droppgd
1 1958 to 7.7, the lowest since 1936, decli-
high of 10.9
h 1946,
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DEATHS
Canada's overall death rate Dl 1S one
of the lowest in the world and compares favou-
rably with‘a rate of 9.5 for the United States
and 11.7 for England and Wales, due partly to
Canada's younger population. Since 1921 Cana-
dasherudé death rate has been reduced from
y106% There were 135,201 deaths in the
country ‘ine, 1938 but had the 1921 rate pre-
vailed: there would have been almost 198,000;
thus as an illustration of the improvement in
mortality since 1921, this would have meant a
saving of almost 63,000 lives annually! Pro-
vincial death rates Japied in 1958 from a
low o't 0.9 18 Alberta to highs RS s Y oy
Prince Edward Island and 8.9 in British
Co lumbia.

Of the total of 135,201 deaths in 1958,
14,178 comprised infants under one year of
age, of whom 9,055 died within four weeks of
thieir birth (neo-natal deaths). The infant
death rate has declined from 100 in every
1,000 born alive, in the early 1920's to.a
record low of 30 in 1958, #hile the neo-natad
death rate has declined from 44 to a record
low of 19 over the same period.

CAUSES OF DEATH

There was relatively little change from the
previous year in the numbers dying from the
major causes. Forty-six per cent of all
deaths were due to diseases of the heart and
circulatory system, one-sixth to cancer’ und
almost 7 per cent to accidents. Of the total
deaths in 1958, 38,853 died of arteriosclero-
tic and degenerative heart disease as compared
with 38,278 in the previous year; 21,795 died
of cancer as compared with 21,390; 15, 122 from
vascular lesions affecting the central nervous
system (cerebral haemorrhages, thrombosis and
embolism), down slightly from the 15515 ave*
corded in®1957.

Mortality from tuberculosis continued its
spectacular decline of recent years, claiming
1,027 lives in 1958 as compared with 1,183 in
1957 and an annualetolliof cover 6,000 twenty
years ago. Following the 1,762 deaths from
influenza in 1957 - due mainly to the "Asiatic
Flu" epidemic late in that year - deaths from
this cause declined to a normal level of 760
in 1958. Pneumonia claimed 5,190 lives in
1958, down slightly from the 5,398 in the
previous year, while bronchitis deaths increa-
sed slightly from 772 to 854,

The uninterrupted rise (except for 1954) in
recent years in fatal accidents was halted in
1958, with deaths from accidents of all kinds
from 9,655 0 189835t 91570 Since
1950 accidents have taken a toll of 78,087
lives as follows: 1950, 7568; 1951, 8043;
1952, 8,546; 1953, 8,652; 19545 8387329585,
8,808; 1956, 9175 21957,°9,655 and 1958, 9, 157
Of these, motor vehicle accidents accounted
for over one-third, or a toll of 27,693 lives
as ‘fol Lowssz« 1950, -2, 289; 1951, 2,662; 1952,
2,947; 1953, 3,121 1954, 2,867; 1955, 3,037;
1956, 3,559; 1957, 3,694; and 1958, 3517.



