1 Prices for hogs and finished cattle have not been depressed, and all good
Cher cattle have remained well above floor prices. The Mgat Board has recently

m‘“ able to increase its acceptapce of beef which hgs resulted in an upward swing
COW prices. ‘

1 As a result of the oversll mest position thore has been & decline in sheep
3 "Olulmb prices. There is no floor price for muttem, but there {s for lamb as a
t of the Meat Board operations in buying freshly glgughtered lamb for export.

onteq At the outbreak of the war it was quickly recognised that Camada's chief
Brods, bution $o the meat supply of the United Kingdom would be in the form of pork
g Cts, chigfly cured Wiltshire sides. For several years Canada had carried out
ogram to develop hog production on & sound basis. This, coupled with the fact
Yo lume € prodystion is flexible and adapted tp relatively rapid adjustment of
- gy of outpuy, enabled overseas shipments to be incregsed sharply almost as
" 48 the Upited Kingdom entered the war, : ,

s For 1935 to 1939 total imports of bacom and hams into the United Kingdom
&1l sources amounted to about 850,000,000 pounds annuslly, of which about

5 Was gupplied by Commonwealth countries, principally Canade. Of the remaining

nite d"m:'k furgished nearly two-thirds, while the balance wes obtained from the

they States, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden and smaller amounte from several
been European ceuntries. During this period British agricultural policies had

0 designed to increase the pig population at home, and & gonsiderable amount of

o theing requirements was being met from domestic produetiop. Within a few months
£0 oo Outbreak ef the war, however, continental sources of food supply had been cut
th °m the United Kingdom. At the same time shortage of feedstuffs for livestock

._ ® United Kimgdom forced & curtailment in the numbers of pigs and poultry

ay QE Faised in order to make feedstuffs available to maintain dairy production at
Sential loevel.
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Ot Also, as the Canadian minister of agriculture pointed out in the House of
mh‘“. under emergency conditions & man can live just as long on a pound of

te poa. on a pound of meat, and it takes eight pounds of grain as feed to produce
Morqy Und of beef, and five pounds of grain to produce ome pound of pork. In other
* 8aid Mp, Gardiner: :

"You can keep a man eight times as long on grain as you cen keep him on
. from the grain, and five times as long on grain as you can on pork fed from
8in, in an emergency."

;‘iuict 4 comparison of the five bacon agreements made by Canada with the British
‘ TY of Foed follows: ;

First Second Third Fourth Fifth
agreement agreement agreement agreement agreament
1939-40 ~ 1540-41 1941-42 194243 194445
e
,'::f agreement
Blaning Nov. 1, 1939 Nov. 1,1940 Oct. 12, 1841 Nov. 21, 1942 Jan. 1. 1944
to Dec. 31, @
_ , 1944 and
‘ ' Jan.l, 1945
Bng %o

| Oct. 31, 1940 Oct.11, 1941 Nov.20, 1942 Dec. 31, 1943 Dec. 31,1945
?l%h:;‘,:i’ eonfnotod o

**million 1vs. 291.0 425.6 6000 675.0 460,0
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Y ~ million 1bs. 5.6 8.2 6.7



