PREFACE

TO THE IPCC OVERVIEW

The IPCC First Assessment Report consists of

* this IPCC Overview,

* the Policymakers Summaries of the three IPCC Working Groups
(concerned with assessment respectively of the science, impacts
and response strategies) and the IPCC Special Committee on
the Participation of Developing Countries, and

* the three reports of the Working Groups.

The Overview brings together material from the four Policymakers Summaries.
It presents conclusions, proposes lines of possible action (including suggestions
as to the factors which might form the basis for negotiations) and outlines
further work which is required for a more complete understanding of the
problems of climate change resulting from human activities. '

Because the Overview cannot reflect all aspects of the problem which
are presented in the three full reports of the Working Groups and the four
Policymakers Summaries, it should be read in conjunction with them.

The issues, options and strategies presented in the Report are intended
to assist policymakers and future negotiators in their respective tasks.
Further consideration of the Report should be given by every government
as it cuts across different sectors in all countries. It should be noted
that the Report reflects the technical assessment of experts rather than
government positions, particularly those governments that could not participate
in all wWorking Groups of IPCC.
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