
in time, the stocks responded.
The northern cod stock near
Newtaundland rebounded
dramatically. In 1977, Cana-
dian trawler landings of
naorthern cod were only
7 000 t; by 1986, they were
more than 120 000 t. This
salvage aperatian is one of
the industry's biggest suc-
cess stories.

But in stark contrast, on the
nearby Flemish Cap in inter-
national waters, cod stocks
have continued ta decline
over the past decade. Scien-
tif ic advice has been ignored
in favour of a strategy of
short-termn gain. Cod catches
have plummeted f rom 30 000 t
inl1979toa mere10 00 in
1980. And in 1987, two oi
the cou ntries most involved in
fishing the stock - the Faroe
Islands (Denmark) and Narway
- were forced ta ask NAFO
for a moratorium on the
stock. NAFO complied, and
the EC, with some reluctance,
redlrected its fishina effort ta

stock, the narthern cod.
This discovery shocked both
the fisheries managers and
the fishing industry, since
the resu lting total allowable
catch (TAC) recammendation
was hall the previous year's.
However, because af the mar-
gin for error built into the
ariginal TACs, the fish stocks
has not been depleteci past
the figure for previous years.
There was no danger ai
disaster.
For their part, the Europeanis
are no less fallible. Events in
late 1988 and 1989 have
clearly shown that the EC's
management strategies have
beeni inadequate within its
own waters. The Eurapean
Council of Fisheries Ministers
last December was compelled
ta suddenly reduce the total
allowable catch for a varlety
ai Community fish stocks.

In castern Caada,
somne 60 000 people
rely directly on theIfishery for their
livelihood.

Assessing fish stocks any-
where in the world is by
nature difficult, because af
two variables: the survival
rate ai a -year class" (i.e.,
classlfied by age) af young
fish and the growtfi rate of
the fish. Neither can be esti-
mated with great accu racy
and each is influenced by
weather, water temperatures,
and other environmental con-
ditions, in addition ta fishing
pressure.
What does it mean ta be
responsible in managlng a
natural resou rce? For answers,
the world has increasingly
turned ta the Brundtland
Commission report with its
notion ai sustainable develop-
ment: "'Sustainable develap-
ment is developmerlt that
meets the needs ai the pres-
ent wlthout compromislng the
ability of future generations ta
meet their own needs. '
By reducing effort niow, catch
levels will, over time, allow
the rebuilding ai stocks for
future generations. In eastern

Canada, some 60 000 people
rely directly on the fishery for
their livelihood. The industry
also provides one of Canada's
major export cammodities.

The crux of the world
fishery dilemma is stated by
Dr. John Beddington, director
of the Renewable Resources
Assessment Group at Imperial
College in London, England:
'The short-term goals of

fishermen are incompatible
with the Iong-term goals of a
society that wants to manage
the resaurce.'' ln other
words, free access equals
over-explaitation .
Clearly, excessive fishing in
NAFO waters will hurt ail
NAFO members, Managing
the resource responsibly, on
the other hand, will bring
benefits ta ail parties involvecl.
Solutions will only be achieved
when ail countries came ta
the realization that the envi-
ronment and its resaurces
can only sustain s0 much
exploitation. We ignore the
cliff edge at our peril. +


