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Borne weeks ago a colleague of mine and I strayed into a meeting
of the Physical Society. We were hoth professors of Literature-the
klnd of person which Canada, to use the continental vernacular, has
flot much use for; which Canada seem8 inclined to treat withi fot much
more consideration than Plato would have treated our masters the
poets-to whose works we net the modest and veýry moderately remnuni-
erated part of guides. Plato wou$d, have crowned our masters with
crowns of laurel, anointed the(m w-ith oul ani myrrh, andlIli th xpelled
themi from his state. Canada does flot quite expl)1 uis, it, is trueit, at
least flot diretly-but whe(re are, the crowns, or, alas! ev-en tho hiait.
0erowns? Where are thie frankincvense andf the balin?Bigmebr
of a profession so rejected. and dvspised(, weý were niatuirally ini a mlost,
edifyingly humble trame of mind; painfuilly cunscious of ouir limiita-
tions ; kniowing well what anachIroniismis weý are ini thiis quintessewnce
of moderi civilization which men calu Me ii iversity; .1nd( meekyIýI
desirous to haveý the gross darknvss of what weý maly, pe(r1hapsý be per-
mitted to cal] our minds ' a littie lightened. Therefore wve paid Our
visit to the Physical Society. Fortune favoured uis beyond Our
deserts. We found that wi, had stunmbled lu upon oneo of Dr.
Butherford's brilliant demonstrations of radlium. It was indeed an
eye-upener. The lecturer seenied himself like a large piece of the ex-


