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NATURE LESSONS.
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"Oh!ý the yellow bird!
"A canary1"
"No. it is the Amnerican goldfinch. It conws here

after the middle of May from the sou Lh. le, this the
firet yon have 8een this surnier.

,IlYes. They are later isome vears than others, are
they not?"

"0f course.,"
"What a beautiful bright vellow its body is! And

how well the black trimming on îtd head, wings and
tail looks! Don't yIu notice the white bars across ti
black wi ngs."

"I do. But by September ail that bright gold
and jet black will be toned down to dtil! quaker's
dresa of olive browDs and grave. This bright uniîforxn
of gold and black ie the fuil dreus of the maie during
spring and summer. The plumage of the female is
not brilliant at any ime, much like the male'@ in
winter, but more greenieh olive in spring and auni-
mer."

"lHow curions)v it flueg, in low, rising curves, one
after the other, with its short song dee-ree, dee-e-ree,
every time it rises! "

"Ye8, iLs flight je very peculiar. Do you see that
yellow on the yellow fiowered spîke of the mullein
plant there. He looke like a part of the flower elus-
ter itaeif."

IIWhy, yes, I wouldn't have noticed hlm if you
hadn't pointed out the exact place. Ign't that one
there pluckinz out thi8tle-downl froin that. large
thistie there.

"0Of course. They are known to be 80 fond of the
thiBtie eeed that iL je called the " TIhietle bird " a
often as iL je called the 'lYellow bird." And it8 bll
like that of ail the sparrowe and finches, to which
fanaily it belonge, i8 quite etout -enough for ehelIing
uny of tho8e littie seede. But if we can find its nest
we will find that it is probably lined with thîs fine,
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Silk V .ow ni lie. nttke <'x-t1 ,.iteiy Nomfortabl.

nssbv t bhui h11111g tof the igîlore m.uh.tantial iean

lion (loos 1u lw,àuuIi to b uil?
St raiiùt, t o miiot n ut il abotn Juiy. although,

th ma'nule atintl fcinal emay 4îwtozt her from the end

of -Niy in -the phltwe ltt t bey havedatnty eggs, à
Verv lPale g.tmhhu-lutfoulr Or (iVe Of hem la
thew lit t le co pil ih i -d ,su11 k 1h ied ,iet often plaeed ira
ttill hiuut.ors tiriw t rtes4.

Are' the lut tic chuckx golden voiored?
No, n)t iot n&IL They airet'julte hrown. lb.y

art, s:îftr J faiicv by bei'9 n gIot tl8n@PCUOUS. TbeY
NtIu 'rv 418 o >ttifleis when iearning 10 tty. rhey

foli''w the oih! bird. .ecrearning toreoiRf. i«Nu-48,

!w"-'l'liTe oid birdl. with exqu isite sweetneIR4 in
hus swinging t1îizlt, ecoîhes îhem with the strains,
)4bay-r. baul ee-lhee. It hs a varlety of chattering
flies, but mioines %i ongs nearty au well &a cDIJ,
to vhuch lt us closely TeiIte(l.

44It ls very atrange, us a flot, that the brîgbt color
of the mâie birds changes so much in the fmi! whsm
at goea south to pau the winter, and ¶thst ai prng
when it returna to us iti britant color abould retors
agal n. But anoter yeilow bird eornes boes in mal,
does there flot?"

- es. the autmmer warbler ia chiefly golden yeIlow.
are re any species of thoe ulttle warblems.Tihe

yeilow-rumped warbler, bluisbsuhab veaked 1*ý
black, bas a yeiiow patch on ita rump, crown, and
aides of the breaat. rhe. black and velIovwaMer«
has it. rump and under parts yellow. but ita he.d à
aah colored, ida back and aide of head black, sud a
white &tripe behind the oye. But there aren m'FmC
eugbt warblers withouv. any conspicuous yellow. But
the warblers are neither sparrowu nor floche, and le

@hallhave a look at them hgain."

Forth, Rmir jFlowers of Poreot Trees.

Many of the forest traes on or before Arbor DaY
will bave put forth their blossms. Thon blooSOIM
are so inco'nspicuous that they will Dot b. notiMod, o«
if noticed their true nature will Dot b. known maINS
the children'a attention i. direoted to them. Very
many of our trees have their floyers clustsrud i'
spikes, called catkins. The willow, poplar, aider.
birch, hazel and manv others bave sucb flower.

The Bof t, del icate catkins of the willo'w are ciatt
of many hundrede of simple flower,, some of *hiOh
(the etaminate) have Lwo stamena growiog trom tbe
base of a littie bract, others (the pi8tillate flov«S)
have one pistil also growing froni the base of a littiS
bract. Ilow simple are sucb flowers!1 And yet thOy
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