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CONFERENCE 0F HEADS 0F COLLEGES.

I i ou tr 1 >resî tl issO1 t 1ici e Il lie1b f( titind a re 1 or t of
the del i berat ion Il 8 u o li ls' of Col luges ili the
Marit imne n rsi cs t \Vul týii1e, on the :Jrd and( 4thl

Suine ot unr rewlers, ani1  many ot those wlio
were lrusenit ut the Iiterlîrovinil Con vent ion wh chi
was bicld ut St. Joliti nis la-ar, w iii rcm mUnier that
one ut the mnost nuotable and iii n iediutc resu lis ut that
gaîtherinîg was the i n îriml bu it most in teresti ng
mneet ing ot th lilrt-idtîi ts ut thle coi leges in the
Maritime Provincus. Thei murninog session of the
secondi day Jiu4d lîcen set apart for thle teach crs ut the
Varioi g18(rades tu inieet i n sections and rcal papers
and dîiscnss tluem. IL t l i:l oc' uiirred tu some ut

thle cul lege rersnt t stliat thlev in 1gli profi tubly
levute the sanie inoriiii, to l an initerciiang1çe of x iews

andI ex perîelice un matters relati iig to college work.
A \Il t he presiden ts aund prutessi irs wibu 'ver'e presen t
at tic t'on ventionî lierit iv resîîundod lu the proposaI,
andi so pleased ui a t w idîere tlev vi t h thle resul t
t hut thev reý'ol ved to repeat the cxperinmcit nE xt
yver.

Accord ingly, on the i nviittion ut P)r. Suiv er-tue
chairin oft fli impruX îsed mieetingl reterrcd to
aboye-u good reprcsentaioi troi thc coHluges ut the
.Maritimue Provinces met at \ltliin Jîulv, consti-
tu ted thîemselves a Con terence ut Ileads ut Colleges,
anîd procceded to d iscîiss quiest ions ut great nmoment,
not onlv to tlîe well-being ut the colleges but to the

idva ncemlenit ut cdtucatiuîiui i n erests i n gencral, and
tii devise incans Uv wliuli the libeSt inlstitutions ut

luarn ing ]Ili t 1e provinces and thli h 1gl scbools and

licadeniies ot the govertiment systeîuus nîîigbt be
lîronglut into îîropcr relationshil).

Front an exaimil nation utfithe business trausacted we
observe tii t thle fi rt, resu lui ion is dIi reeîed zugai nst an

anmly wlb ch lias loîîg ex usteu ii flic irregularîty ut

tlîe standard ut the exaumination for enitrance ai the

varioius colleges. Mani.itestly to rcnîedy tliïs detect iii

ou r edlicationul proceduire and tu establish a tnniform

condition ut admiissioni to ail ur colieges would nut

unIlv do mucl tu sYstemai.tize unr higher education
luit siniplify anI render more efficient the work ut the

hiigli schools anud acaîlem les. T1hîe inteiitUon ut tue
niat ricnlatioii exainaiitioni is tliat the tactlty n1ay
be satisfied tIiat the ell I id ies wlio presen t tlieni-

sel ves have a relu isite arnotnt ot knuwledge, aind tbufrt

tluey are capable ut pajrtici putinig il, the bigher studies

ut tho Luni versitŽ'. To the hilî sehools and

academies the tinivcrsitv looks foi, the performnance ut l

tiiis pireparatory work ut 11111 ng pu pi Is tu aIudILer[take

its nmure ad vanîcd acadeni le liirsui 15. Anîd su rely i t

18 ounly reasonable for the intermediate scbools, on the
otiier hand, to cxpcct from the universities a well
adjuistcd, comprehiensive and precise statemnent of
whiat they think necessary for the purpose. But,
above ail. thcy are justified in looking for unanimity
in the demands whichi arc made upon them, that their
teachers may tee] that the studies in which. their
pupils arc engaged are suchi as shall meet the requirc-
mients of any university in the Maritime Provinces.

But these secondary schools are flot merely fitting
sehools foi the university but are intenided to coin-

pîcte the education whîch, in its earlier stages, has
been receiv,,d at the primary sehools. To.the great
înajority of the pupils who attend the high sehools.
the eduication which they there obtain ought to be
of sucb a nature as to be immediately availahie for
the purpuses of lite. And hence the curriculum
otight to be broad enough to be serviceable for the
imimediate and prospective needs of the pupils who
then complete their education, as welI as adapted for
the qualification of such ut their number as desire to
proceed to the university. And here the co-operation
ot the superinterdents of education is botb necessary
and valuiable. And we doubt flot but the representa-
tives of the colleges and the superintendents together
will] agree uipon snch a test for matriculants as shall
stiiinulate to greater efficiency the intermediate scbools
uf the provinces, and that without impairing their
vainc as final and finishing schools for the boys who
have iu prospect snch a career as is opened up to them
thronigli the tarin, the machine shop, or the count-
ing bouse.

Ili the second resolution we welcome a very oppor-
tune and somewhat cmphiatic opinion respecting the
conferringot degrees on candidates who have prepared
themselves for examination by private study. The
nniversity degree is not only an expression of satis-
faction with the know]edge oft he student as exhibited
by hii i bis examination papers, but it also certifies
to the fact that hie has pnrsued bis studies under the
direction of qnalified instrnctors, that hie hias passed
throngli a course of severe and salutary discipline,
that by the constant contact with superior minds lis
charac'ter bas been formed and biis intellect brightened,
an<l that lie leaves the university stamped as qnalified
by the cnlture and training of the éehools to emp]oy
advantageotisly the faculties with whichi he bias been
endowed. If, therefore, the universiCy degree be
obtaintible by examination, withont attendance on
lectures, it ceuses to provide a guaran tee for the
possession by the student of that culture and discipline
whicli are the higbiest aims of university teaching.

The subjects of athîcties, examînations, and the
standard adoptcd ait the varions colleges in the


