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ber gUard. Tbey were talicdng about lier;'she etee the dressing room, overbeard,
flushed crimison as the mneaning dawned
upon bier, and fled fronm themn as tbougii
the devil pursued. I n the saine way ber
sensitive spirit fled now before the ad-
varices of Gilbert Crewe, though bier
body could flot escape entirely without
her leavine the factory.

Crewe, sensing this new attitude, sent
for bier to bis office. Decision came to

>bler then.
ln reply to ail he had to say, she ham

only two words; they seemied to force
themselves through white, pinched lips.

111'm Ieavingi" she told him.
"No, you're not!" lie iaughed. "I'm

starting you in that new position te-
rnOrrow. Then you'll learn office work,
and you cati pick up stenograpby at
nigbt-schol and first thiniryou know
l ea private secretary.'

She sbook bher bead, repeating bal-
mechanically*

"ll'mn ieavingl"
He gtood up and apjproacbied ber,

wîtb the smile on bis lips that hadi stood
hum in good rstead with many o! the sex.

"Babette," be sald, "do you know
why 1 want to do ail this for yoi?'

It seemed that power te shake bis arm

fron bers had gone, He went on:
IlBecause 1 love You, littie Babette!"

Ini tbat moment Babette felt in ber SOU!
an unutterable ioatbsng, a thing fibe bad
neyer before felt, of which sbe was almost
afraid. It was as tbougb 8ome inward

guardiali of ber innocence apprized ber
of the specious nature of his affection.
Her giance traveIled te the ciosed door

of bis office, and hier steps wouid have
foilowed but, laugbingly, lie atepped
betweeli.

"My little Baibettel" be said.
-Let rn-pss!i' Her breatb came

stiflingly. Neyer in the mrost terrible
momenits in lier bot attic bedroolu at the
horne o! ber adoption had she feit tbis

Woimething flared in bis ees, lie

Caugt ler inbis embrae- Mi face
knew the sudden power tbat w~as giveii
lier armn.

"Llittle tiger cat!" Be stroked bis
re4deried <cheek, bali-jokiiigly, balf-

\VJords camie tesuch words as euee

bac! net dreamned wrere in bier power.
Tjbey iasbed hin lîke a wbip. A cruel
twitcb came te bis metb.

"Vyour mother was stubb0orf," hie said,

w-atcbing ber narrOw'iY, "but sbe wouldsi't
have treated me like tliat."

" My-motlier?" The words escaped
ber soiéow; ber dark eyes were wide
with wonder.

"Voue rnother!" be repeated. "She

was Babette, tee. 1 guess you don't
rememrber rnucb about bier, but 1 know

Babette SOCkley well. Vou've got ber
own prnde--and-with as hue rilit.
Yeu-YOtI a nameless dauglter of

nmotber wbo bad pride wbere she'd
bettel' bave bad aharne!" The twist of
bis lips persisted; lie seemed te lie en-

net stopping yen. Yeu didn't thin k I

was serions about wbat I said-to a girl

HF. senledto le enjoying that look

in lier eyes;bhow sbouid bie know

Babette was tbinking, witb a sudden up-

weln fteodsstrycmasoo
tbe sister o! bier adoption, of Bab-Bab
who liad passxed out of ber,,life and was
busy witb beilg "finisbed" in the fine

art of becomfiflg a youing lady of graoe
and fashion.

Did Gilbert Crewe nialiiously* spread

the story, or was it overbeard, bis voice
rising beyond the limits of descretiOui?
Bab dld net knoew. She did know that it

got arourd&tbat tliere were whisperings
aihong the girls. A quick temptto
came te give the lie to tbis tbîng by
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