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objeet in the known or knowable world, but hie is also a

subject of knowledge, and it is only for such a subject
that an objeet or a worl of objects caui cxist. It is with

this aspect oi tuait that criticismn bas to deal. Its prob-
lem is to ind ont the principles without which there cani
be no knowledge either of inatter or of mmird. The great
defect of the phi]osophy of Locke, and of ail forins of
empiricisni is, that it regards the acts ut the mind as if

they were nothing moue thami states oif the individual
consciuusness. If that were true, knowledge of objects
would manifestly be impossible, for tbe mmid would be

capable of coming to a knowledge of itself witlbont baving
any cunsciousness of a world outside of it.

The true pr .blem, then, is to find out a criterion of

the vaitdity of kuowiedge from an examination of our
conscioustiess of objeets. Ail our knowledge of particu-
lar things prasupposes certain universal principles; which
are implied iii the nature of consciousness and its-ralation
to objects in general. If we cani but discover these prini-

ciples we inay emnpiuy thern as P, test of our speciai ideas
andl baliefs. Thus, P. g., in ali our conscionsuess of the

world, we finci it represented, as a unity and even as a
systematic unity. Ail tbings, beings; and events are
therefore conceived to stand in soine kind of relation tu

one another. Both to'the sciaîîtific and to the ordiuary
cousciouisness the worMd is one iu its manifoldness, per-
nianent iii its changes, inter-related to its eu-existence.
Thus all fortis of tational conscioustiess are Il bujît ou

one plant " It is on this fact tiiet criticismn is based.

Criticisin brings into explicit consciounucs the principles

imnplied lu ail our kuowiedge of liarticulars. The need

of sncb chiticismn arises front the failure of the first ii-
nediate constructive effort of thouglît. Thie only way of

escape fromn doubt and dificulty is to tiiscover the ulti-
mate idea upon wbich ail knowle-lge rests. Nom, ail the
principles of the sciences are particulax' developmnents of
the general prestipposition of ail science, viz., that the
world is au intelligible wliole. The fuit mneaning of this
principle, however, i8 tiot always seen ; and heace a par-
ticular application of it, wbicli is foutud to be adequate
withiu the reatlim of the special science, is supposed to be

adequate even beyond tliat realin. But wheii ail attempt

is made to extend this limiited idea to the spiritual wurld,
doubt is cast tipon the very existence of the world. If,

..,the soul is conceived as an olbject externally deter-
mned by othar objeets, it inmnt be regarded simply as aut

attril)nte of the body or, as a serias of phenoniena uceurring

lu? it. Hleuce it bias nu freedomn or self -determiuing power.
On the saine principle God eaui ha nuthing but a naine for

the aggrcgate of external objecta.
The truth is that the special sciences rest upou ain arti-

ficial sepai ation of certain aspects of the worl(l front the
world in its totality. Jt is impossible to explain thc truc
nature uf tbe inorganic world witbout reference to the

organie world ; impossible tu explain either, apart from

consciousnass. Nor eati the material world ha understood
apart from the principle manifested in the life of self-
conscious or spiritual baings. IlIf maii is not tnerely the
child of naturai capable of completa explanation by its
physical and vital agencias, then nature cannot be taken
as a systemt whicb is complete in itsalf apart from mnan,
or in whielb tha presonce of man is but an accident. The

stranga conclusion of thosa physicists who, finding thein-
selves unable to explain conscionsuiess as une of tbe physi-
cul foe ces, were driven by the iiecessity of their logic to
the bypothesis that eonsciousness produces nu result at
ail in the world which it conteiuplatas, illustrates this
difficulty. . . . *rhere are nuo alternatives but either

tu press the physical explanations to their last result, and
sO to raduce tha spiritual world to the natural :or to
admit that there is, properly speaking, nu sncb thing as
a mierely natural world. .. .... e must ' levaI up'
anA not ' levai down ;' we tnust not uly deny that mat-
ter cati explain spirit, but we must say tbat aveun matter
itself cannut ba fully understoud except as an element in
a spiritual world.'"

This hurried and imperfeet abstract of Mr. Caird's
argument cannot be expected to be conclnsive or aven
perfectly intelligible, but it may help to correct the cur-
ront fallacy that a truc Idealism bias any kinsbip with
the doctrine that reality may ha reduced tu the transient
states of the individual subject, and to indicate the im-
portance of a tbnrongb study of a book which nu une wbo
lays any dlaim to pbilosophical culture eaui afford to
negleet.
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THE CONVERSAZIONE.
lit order to save tinie we had written ont a report of

tbe procaadings of tha conversazione sonte days before tbe
affair was bald; and as, when wrîting, the snow lay thick
on the gruund, and as tbe air was coldl and bracing, we
liad taken it for granted that sncb wonld be the state of
tbe weather ou the l4tb. Accordingly we bad begun our
acconint of it witb the rernark that II nu fitter weatber
could bave beau wished for- the cunvarsazione ou the
l4tb. Tbe night was clear, and the twinkling stars ovar-
bcad spaîkled withi dalight as if ii sympatby with the
glad heaits of the students, and their friands wlîo joyously
passed to and fmo thrugh the corridors of Quean's to the
bewitcbing music of the baud." But alas! lu this case
the festival in ur rnind's eye was, at laast su fur as the
weatber is concerned, very différent front the real article.

Ail day long the rain descanded in torrents, and by
evening the streets whicb before had been coverad tbick
with snow were cunverted into strams, in wbusa waters
the slnsb lay val-y dleep. The heaits of the boys were
haavy as tbay worked during the day at decorating tbe
building or drove abount the city in soakad clothes doing
duty on the Refreshmant Cominiittea.' However every-
thing was prepared as thorougbly, tbough tiot as aasily,
as if it had beau a typical Canadian winter's day, and
whcn at eigbt the guests bagan tu arrive, the spirits of
the boys slowly rosa, and, fnrgetting tbe sturnu outside,
ail (levoted themselves tu enjuying tbat wbicb had beau
prepared for theni by tba committees.

By the profuse and artistie use of butîting wvhich had
beau put up dut ing the day, the halls and class-roonîs
looked vet y gay, and their appearance reflected great
cedit ou thouse feiv of thme 8tudent,; who directad their
energies to the decoration of the collage. The sides of
the staircasa wara lined witb the rileos of the Collage


