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V A RNO TiH E BR AVE : less grandeur, flowed the noble Tay, bearing on its broad,

A TALE OF THE 
sunlit expause the stately bark. and craft of lighter sail,

ZCT8 AJŽTA D SCOOFS whose onward prows scarcely produced a ripple on its

__S A _ Sglassy surface.

BY THE LATE n. M., PERTH, N. n. We gained at length the utmost height of a rock whose

B E .peculiar characteristics at once fix the attention. All

INTRODUCTION. around its sides rise abrupt and craggy. Its top is about

TH AVING long ineditated a visit to N-, a small an acre in extent, its forn the segment of a circle, with

Il tvn uFife, Scotland, for the purpose of seeing a the chord to the north. There perpendicular cifs sink

near relative, I resolved at length, and after a good day's to a depth of 200 feet, where the goss-hawk, the corbie

jcurney reached my destination just as twilight was set- and the owl have had settlements for hundreds of gener-

tling inty nigbt. I found my relative in the enjoyment ations. The eastern side breaks the Ochill chain, and so

of good bealth. We had neyer seen each other before, effectually that the bottoin of the valley seems only a few

but were friends on tbe instant. He was a tall, thin feet above the surface of the Tay, thus affording a lovel

man, witb a sînack of the soldier in his appearance, al- road, and the only one, I was told, frein Strathearn inte

tmugh it bad neer b1n bis hap to "fight in famous the interior of Fife. Having made a halt, the beauty of

battPes." But not only vas bis appearance soldier-like, the surroundings at length' compelled me to break our

his manner of speech likewise and general topies of con- mutual silence.

versaticu pointed bim out as an ancient; bearer of thie This is a noble rock," I cbserved; "bas it a namne9

bayonet. The wholo of tho particulars of the latest war " A name, lad, a naine ? A rock like this without a

weroe at is finger ends, and not of it only, but I found he name ?" e exclaimed. " Know, sir, that you have the

cwuld give, on the moment, the when and whereabout of honor to stand where the proud halls of the maomer* of

every renewned miiitary movoîent for the past ten cen- Fife once rose. See you these mounds there, stretching

turies. re was a wit, toc, and abounded in all the fine from the dizzy edge of the precipice south and around ?

sayings and anecdotes of his locality, and, moreover, had These are the remaining vestiges of waiis that defled alike

a tale for every grey cair, runniug stream and ivyed ruin Saxon art and Scottish broadsword."

for miles round. n" Scottish broadsword ? Was it a Roman or a Danish

The forenoon of the day after ny arrival being fine, I fortress at one timer I asked.

prcpcsed a ramble among the hills that overhung the '"No, no, noither cf thon," ho repiied; "Castie

town. The intwas enough. We sallied forth, and with Clatchart was a Pictish stronghold. The name of the

litto toih and in a mucb shorter time than I anticipated, rock is Clacbart- Craig stîli. Do you tbink, now, you

gained their airy sumnmits. If I conceived ny gloamin' could listen to a tale of the times of old ?"

viow cf N- and its localities fine, I now thought the I nodded assent.

prospect doubly so. Bonea was the broad, majestic "'Tis dry, with little love in it, and refers to an age so

Tay, and stretcbig along its siivery margin for twenty far back that these corn fields below, and the place, too,

long miles the Carse of Gowrie lay before me, with its where the tcwn stands, were thon cover d wit a dense

castios, cols, corn fields and forests, lovely and dream- old forest cailed Blackearn Wood."

like as the ric yelcw penciings cf a picture-tbe iofty " No matter ; let me hear it."

range cf the Sidlaw , commencing with Dund e "Law" We seated ourselves on the rock, and, with a prepara-

and ending with the romantie fir-crested bill of Kinnoul- tory cougb, my acquaintance iaunched into tho fcilowing

forming a splendid background. Opposite Kinnoul, and "tale of the olden times" .

with the Tay and the Earn encircling and seemingly pressing CHAPTER I.

round its broad base in very fondness, rose Morden, with

higher top, black with trees, and its shelving sides studded Histry tols us that ScStland an one time was divided

with farn-houses. On the west, and extending onward till btween two rival powers, the Scots and Piets, and tbat,

blue hills bound the view, lay the lovely vale of Strath- after a long and bloody conteat, the latter weroe flnally

earn, beautifully wooded, and gorgeously decked in all overthrcown and made subjeet te th rule f the former.

the variegated agricultural drapery of summer, while its This consumination was effocted by Kenneth, hie son cf

river, glittering like a silvery serpent, now seen, now hid, Alpin, and in the flft year of bis reign, wi h makes th

winded its onward course till its sparkling brightness was famous battleof Scone to bave ben foug t A.D. 838.

lost in the misty distance. On the east rose the hills of Varno, the berof icfny narrative, was the only selon cf

Fife, blest with fewer beauties, but giving ample promise a long lineof illustrions anaestors, and feroditary maomer

of an abundant harvest, broad and bold, and cultured to cf Fifshire, then naied Rose. Hie father, th firet

their summits, save where patches of rock, just crusting arways in the battne figld, fo bravoly avsnging bis coun-

the surface, arrests the plough and permits the broom and try's wronge wbof Hungus 0ignaily chaetised Athel-

the furze to blossom. Their appearance from where I *Maomer, the Pictish title for thane, governor of a provineS

stood presented little variety, but at their feet, in wave- or county.


