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Fran e from being dismembered. The Grand Allies united
to get rid of Napoleon as the disturber of the world and
render France free fromn his grip. After 1813, the Czar,
Alexander, saw the necessity of common action against the
common evil, and from 1813 to 1815 hie cheerfufly joined
in the ally work. In 1814, when Napoleon turned in part
successfully against the invaders, but so mucb so that the
Grand Alliance hung upon a thrend, it was to the coin-
bined firinness of the Czar and Castlereagh, that the
invasion of France was persisted in. And these two
personages secured the treaty of the lst March, 1814, the
most remarkable document in historie times, wherein the
four allies bound themselves to reduce the frontiers of
France to wbat they were in 1792.

"Let us marcb to Paris," exclaimed the Emperor
Alexander', on the 25th Marcb, 1814. The allies followed
his counsel, arrived on the heights of Chaumont, the Rus-
sians and Prussians fired on Paris, and twenty cannon
sent bombs as far as the Boulevard des Italiens of to-day.
As commander ani chief, the Czar in the naine of the allies,
assured Parisians that nothing like pillage would he
tolerated. J u st as after Waterloo, Wellington issued a
similar proclamation, and placed one Highlander only on
the bridge of Jena to defy tho Prussians to execute their
threat to blow up that monument. The Czar even pre-
vented the Parisiane tbemselves froin pulling down the
Vendôme column, but whicb the Communists eflected fifty-
Bi x years later. The Treaty of Paris was signed, and tbough
not a village was ref t from old France, not a palace sacked
or a museum rifled, the French feit disappointed that the
Czar refused any republican conquests to France.

Alexander, having become guarantee for Napoleon's
word of honour not to escape from Etha, left him to bis
fate when he violated it. At the 1815 Congress at Vienna,
the extraordinary spectacle was witneseed of England,
France, and Austria, negotiating an alliance to check the
territorial rapacity of Russia. Tbe Crimean war was
undertaken to keep Russia out of Turkey ; and Russia,
in exchange for the permission to tear up the
Treaty of Paris of 1856, allowed Germany to
crusb France in 1870-1: By menacing Austria and
Italy did they fiy to the rescue of the Gaule '1 Tbe
assertion tbat the Czar prevented Germany in 1875
from invading France is untrue, but the fable je accepted
as gospel by the French.

M. Rambaud does not give bis countrymen these sober-
ing and additional illustrations, that alliances are dictated
by the force of circumstances, by interests, and not by fine
phrases or sentiment. At present war is viewed as nearer
between Austria and Russia than between France and Ger-
many, although three centuries have elapsed since Russia
and Austria battled. Why 1 Because the Czar pursues
the traditional policy to obtain Constantinople, wbile
Austria replaces France-England remaining uncanged-
to bar bim out. It is not unnatural that M. Rambeau
should desire to see lis country regain ber rank as the
frst Europeau Power-the real Alsace-Lnrrain restor-
ation ; equally natural is it that she be free to select wbat
ally can best aid ber in that object.

Under Richelieu and Mazarin, Russia courited for
little; the country was too far away; besides, as Retz
observed, Richelieu did not consider the State beyond bis
own life interest therein. Hie cannot be blamed for not
seeing two centuries and a-half into the future. The test
of a modern statesman is to have foretbought for two
years. Bismarck was beld to poHsss this Il precious seeing
of tbe eye," tili his pupil, William I[., detroyed tbe
legend. The foreign policy of Richelieu was to protect
France on tho east of ber frontier, by paralyzing Austria,
and checkmating ber with Sweden, Poland, and Austria.
Tben France held the conmmerce of the Levant in the bol-
low of ber band : the French ambassador was the Grand-
Vizir of the Christians. To have a body of Turks
ready to march on Vienna assured quietude on the eastern
frontiers of France. That explains why Louis XLV. pro-
tected Turkey, defended Poland and upbeld Sweden. To-
day, in order to bar out 1{ussia from invading Western
Europe, England and Austria proteet Turkey, and
upbold Roumania and Bulgaria.

In 1814, Tallyrand propbetically observed, wben it waei
mooted to augment Prussia by giving hier Saxony, and so
make ber a boulevard against Russia: Supposing Prussia
sbould support berself upon Russia, to gain extension in
Germany, in exebange for ber conniving at the Muscovite's
advance on Constantinople î The Germans at Versailles
and tbe Russians at San-Stefano illustrate bis predietion.
By marrying Marie Leszinska, and se remaining on the
Freedom-sbriek ide of Poland, Louis XV. was the hered-
itary enemy of Russia ; bad he married tbe daugter-
Elizabet-of tbe Empresa Catherine, Russia migbt be
now in Constantinople, and the Poles not the less devoured
and digested. To day, France thinks more of ber Tonkinois
tban the Poles. But that marriage would bave entailed on
France the alliance of sacriflcing Turkey to tbe Czar, while
compromising ber commercial and Latin influence in the
East. At Tilsit, where Alexander and Napoleon agreed to
divide the world between tbem, Bonaparte would concede
everytbing save Stamboul, wbich he wanted for himself.
.Alexander could nlot destroy the commerce of bis empire by
joining the continental blockade against England and hav-
ing the Baltie closed against Russian trade. Even with
tbe aid of France-could Russia take Constantinople ?-two
British warsbips made bier victorious legions hait at Stam-
boul a dozen yee s ago. The most permanent alliances
are those founded on commercial interests ; wben sucb are
destined for flgbting, tbey ougbt only to be limited to the
job ia band. In neither is there room for mutual admiration.

tMADAME DE STAEL. By Albert Sorel (Hachette). The
most extraordinary circumstance about this celebrity is

*tbe few books that bave been written about ber, as com-
pared with the position she fllled in the public eye in ber

1day. She made a noise ratber than a mark. Tbe dead it is
*said have no sex, se it is as writer, as an authoress she must

be judged. Following this standard, then, ber bagage
littéaire is not heavy, and may be rapidly estimated. If

3"Delphine, " ber fi rst serious work, and publisbed wben sbe
was thirty-six years of age, be added to ber Il Corinne,"
published three years afterwards,and ber "De l'Allemagne,"
given three years after the latter, there are not sufficient
dlaims to give ber a niche in the temple of posterity, even
making every allowance for tbe sentimental epocb in wbich
she moved, and the so-called "lAge of Reason," based on
gusb and pathos. AIl is a torrent of words, bigbly coloured,
and weighted down with imagery. We wade tbrougb
Ruben's-run-med, in searcb of Rapbael. Madame de Staëtl
gives us neither individualism of style nor of ideas. In the
absence of these there can be no originality ; the few ideaa
ber readers may encounter belong ta others. She had a
retentive memory. IlCorinne," that sbe took twelve
months to write, is still" a picturesque tour coucbed in
the form of a novel." "De l'Allemagne," whicb she
spent two years to write, je not Frenchi, according to Napo-
leon, and it lacks mucb to be German.

[t is as a woman of society that Madame Staël is
remarkable. She was an incomparable salaflisie, if the
Academy wiil excuse the coinage. And that was the only
accomplisbment she copied f rom a mother, between wbom
and ber child tbere neyer was sympatby. But Anne
Necker ioved ber father, and became a rival in a sense
of ber mother for bis affection. Her mother was a Swiss
Calviniat, rigid as Puritanism ; in trying to bend her
daugbter ta the same standard, she nearly wrecked thte
young girl's bealtb. Madame Necker was very bandsoine
and inteliectual ; sbe cultivated intellectual society of the
profonnd class. Gibbon, the bistorian, who was a Wilkes
in piainness, was ber first lover,.lier daughter was very
ordinary; sbe resembled a country wencb, strongly muscled,
witb deep expressive eyes, and a wealtb of inteilectual
power. She was married at twenty to the Baron de Staël,
the plaineet of mon, aged thirty-seveu, and first secretary
of tbe Swedish Embassy ; he was poor; she was thej
daugbter of the weaitbiest banker in France.

Wben presented at court after ber marriage, Marie
Antoinette received ber coldly ; the courtiers observed
that she was very economical in the matter of bowing, and
very indifferent about the lace trimming of ber dress. She
despis ed tbe court, its puppets, and their frivolities. But
she emptied ber womnan's beart of pity when the Queen
was beheaded. lier 8alon was the rendezvous of philos-
ophers and politicians under the Directory, during part of
the Empire, and tbe Restoration; and it was held in ber
Swiss home at Coppet, when she had ta leave Paris. She
kept up ber 8alofl by sheer force of clevernees, for she
lacked that beauty which I draws with a single bair," and
those magnetic manners that enchain, possessed by ber
friend, Récamier. Madame de Staël, Byron said, Il made
Coppet as agreeable as society can make any place on
eartb." But ber 8alon would not bave made ber so famous
bad Bonaparte not declared war against ber ; tried ta boy-
cott ber and ber friende ; ber pin-cushion war of the pen
goaded bim, se that he descended ta break the butter.fly on
a wbeel. lie detested blue stockings. She pestered bim,
as she did other great men, and, by securing the
Emperor's point-blank bostility, obtained the right ta pose
the darling weakness of ber strong character and the passion
of ber temperament. She rescued Tallyrand from suicide
by prevailing on Barras ta appoint himo Foreign Minister.
Then she bad ber loyers ; that too was part of the age of
sentiment and tears in which she lived. She separated
amicably fram ber busband ,tbey bad three cbildren: One
-the oniy daughter-became mother of the present Duc
de Broglie. The journal of Benjamin Constant shows us
Madame de Staël with ber turban off, indulging in idle
tears of love. She was married, twice over, to "l mak
sieker," ta de Rocca, a Swiss officer twenty-tbree years ber
junior. She bad uncleared up relations with Narbonne ;
but then she was aIl sympatby : ail ber life was passed
swimming in love for buman nature. Rer text books
were: Rousseau, Clarissa Harlowe, tempored with Montes-
quieu. She was proud of her conversational powors, but in
IlDelphine " and"I Corinne" where ebe depicts berseîf, the
embellishments she lavs on are the measure of charms she
lacked. Leonce loved IlDelphine," and Oswald IlCorinne,"
but neither bad their loves ; they obeyed their parents and
espoused other ladies.

liere she displayed inability ta observe life and
interpret its passions. She replaced nature by theories of
nature ; hence ber novels, or rather rhapsodies, want pre-
cision, exactitude and eclat. The French do flot pardon
Madame de Staëil for ber taking side witb Bernadotte and
Moreau, and the kings against France. Murat, too, fought
against bis countrymen.. M. Sorel skips over this part of
tbe biograpby, and none was in a better position to clear it
up than the Secretary of the Senate, and that might
account for much of Napoleon's bate and severity towards
ber. Byron asserts: Madame de Staël was a good-natured
creature. She even undertook to see bis wife, and recon-
cile tbem. She ioved ber fathor, and nursed ber separated
busband on bis death-bed, and de Rocca wben in consump.
tion. She bad a religion of ber own ; dreaded a nation
witbout faitb, and crowds without belief. Before expiring
she said : IlI have always been the same, lively and sad;
I have loved God, my father, and liberty."

THE IMAGrINATION AND ITS DEVELOP.
MENT.

MR. ALDERMAN BAILEY, in an address ta a body
t LJ of engineering students at Manchester, bas been tel-
eling bis bearers, and tolling tbemn very rightly, tbat tbey
fougbt to cultivate their imaginations. En2ineers,hle pointed
3out, muet necessarily be on one side of their minds very

bard-beaded, practicai persons. They muet be accurate,
for instance, ta the hundredtb part of an inch, for an error
in measurement is certain ta bring its results-results
wbich are not unlikely entirely to spoil tbe finished work.
But this worsbip of the two-foot rule, this devotion ta the

Lconcrete, is apt to stunt the niind. A man wbo is perpet-
ually tbinking of minute material detaile, who is forced ta
train hie mind ta ablior the inexact, and who can neyer
allow himself ta imîtate tbe liberal maxim of the social
polity, and declare that de 'minirnis non curai scientia, is
very apt to flnd bis intellectual faculties growing crystal-
lised, and bis mind approaching every new question wîth
tbe deadening interrogation: I sn't it contrary ta common-
sense" The necessity for expressing every idea, in terme
of yards of eartbwork or masonry, or tons of iron, is, in
fact, constantly tending ta deprive himn of that inspiration
wbicb is nevertheless as essentiai ta the great engineer as
ta the great poet. The man who proposes ta undertake the
subjugation of the forces of Nature in a bundred different
ways nover attempted before is specialiy bound ta prevent
any hardening of the mid. The soldier and the states-
man, the physician and the man of science, the scholar and
the mathemnatician, no doubt ail require imagination ta
succeed ; but the technicalities of their variaus professions
do not in anytbing like the same degree deaden that faeulty
of the brain. lience it is perfectly right that the engi-
neers should be particularly warned that tbey cannot do
their work well unlees they cultivate the imaginatian.

But baw is the imagination to be cultivated ? That is
a question which it is f ar easier ta ask than ta answer.
StilI, if the cultivation is to be attemptedl, a reply must
be found, for it is obviously neceesary ta know the nature
of wbat we intend ta foster. Perbape the best definition
that can be given of the imagination is: that it is the crea-
tive faculty of the mind-that function of the intelligence
by wbich the brain moves outeide the circunîscribed orbit
of experience, and becomes capable of construction on its
own accounit. 0f course this pracese is neyer purely inde-
pendent of trains of thought that bave their ultimate
origin in aur sensuous impressions. No man can imagine
something absoiutely different in kind from ail human
experience and utterly divorced from knowledge, except,
indeed, it be in regard ta a future life and the existence of
a Deity. In these two particulars alone is the produet of
the buman mind isolated and unconnected by some ladder
of tbought, however elender, with the ordinary percep-
tions of mankind ; and it is, therefore, far more reason-
able to regard thema as due to intuition than ta suppose the
rule broken only twice. In every other instance, man,
even when be scales Ilthe highest heaven of invention,"
bas ail the time oniy risen freim the earth by a series of
stops, one based upon the other. But though it is thus
impassible for a human being ta think thoughts new in
kind, ho may construct images that are diflerent ta any
previously conceived. Man takes bis sensuous impres-
sions, and so combines them as to makre a fresb.deveiop-
ment. To take a vory simple instance : Experience bas
made known ta bim the bird and tbe enake. Imagination
works upon these, and we bave the freshly created mrature,
the dragon. Tbis is typical of the process by wbich is
being graduaily built up the wbole fabric of buman tbougbt,
and by wbicb every fresb invention is made. Nature pro-
vides us witb a view of the material univorse in whicb
the objects perceived by the senses appear under a certain
configuration. Tbe imagination, however, gives a turn ta
the kaleidoscope, and out of what are precisely the saine
materials produces a perfectly new set of appearances. It
is not satisfled with the order of Nature, but Ilselects the
parts of different conceptions," and forms thereof a wbole
more useful or more pleasing, as thle case may be. Imagin-
ation is no doubt sometimes used almost as if it meant a
certain power of producing fantastic or unreai images ; but
this is a wbolly mistaken use. The part of imagination
which is thus restricted in its scope should more properly
ho called fancy. Imagination includes fancy, but is far
wider. In trutb, imagination is co-extensive with inven-
tion. It is the faculty by which the mind laves the plane
of human experience, and builds up, stage upon stage,
new phenomena of thougbt, some destined ta remain
abstractions, others ta ho applied to the materiai universe.
But imagination, as usually omployed, means, we admit,
sometbing more than this building-up of thought-structures.
It means net only the process, but its carrying-out witb
rapidity. The man of imagination is ho who can skip, or
rather appear to skip, the series of gradations by whicb bis
new conceptions are connected with what may be called
the terra irma of tbought-i.e., tbe phenomena of buman
experience-and project bis mind almost instantaneously
ta the desired conclusion. Imagination, in a word, builda
up, and then employs the ladder of tbought witb lightning
rapidity. t seems ta be leaping, thougb in reality it is
climbing. Wben, then, we say that an engineer sbouid
have imagination, we mean that he shouid be able ta spring
ta or ciimb ta fresh conclusions, as if lie were more than a
limited buman being. The imaginative are coral insecte
who pile celI on coul so rapidly that we cannot foliow the
process, and who, thorefore, baîf-persuade us tbat tbey bave
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