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OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

MISCELLANIES, Vol. I. By John Morley. London: Macmiillan and Com-

pany. Toronto: Williamson and Comnpany.

This is another volume of the new edition of Mr. 'Morley's works. The

titles of three of the essays may ho found atnong the Il Etîglish classies,"

Carlyle, Byron, Macaulay; but the flrst is uioti Ruoiespierre aîîd the hast

upon Emerson. Mr. Morley as a critic is of course infiîtitely muore agree-

able reading than AMr. Morley as a casuist, althoulgh tItis is îot wholly tdue

to the more tangible and explicable nature of bis subij't. H-is maniner of

dealing with it is much more feasiblo, less laboured, and mîore direct. It

gains in power in this respect ; with lighter artillery [rwtî 1 lilO morte.

Mr. Morley's criticai faculty is of the highest ordt'r. Ile lias a lîroad sytu-

pathy, a keen ponî'tration, att intense' susceptibility to genitis, and anl

unorring detection of the insincere in literattire. Ilis liberaI estimlatt'5 cf

Byron and Carlyle have a double value' in the c'h'arness with which ho

traces the revolutionary forces in their works - lus view of Macaulay is

boldly admirable ; but of Emerson anîd bis works litu discusses only the

shoîl, soinehow missing the indefinahie and potent sweetness of the kernel.

ART. A RusKtN AN'ruOLOoY. Compiled by Wm. Sloane Kennedy. Ne'w

York : John B. Alden.

"Anthologie's"I are ahînost always of doulîtful utility. 'lo take a pas-

sage front an author's work, especially an author whose writings, cover the

ntany-sided problt'rns of social phîlosoplîy andi tîte philosophy of art, to

detachi it frot its qualifying environtm'nt, and set it up beforo the, gaze' of

the multitude on its monits, so to speak, is often to rob it of its highest

value, the value' of truth. For its truth, antI îuch of its beauty, [s quite as

likely to lie relative as positive. There is alto apt to ho in such collections

the absence of a connecting [dea.
"A strinig of pearis it tîteiîîm,

But oie caîtîttt fi îd the tireati,"

might be consistetttly saiul of tnaîîy of thein. Thtis hast doeî't is conspicu-

ously absent frot Mr. Kennethy's st'lectiott, which lias bei'n nmadle with anl

evident purpose of contiîtuity of tîtouglit. Tht' tirst is apparent in a fî'w

instances, yî't it xvouli lie îlifflcult to fittd ait author mîore pttlpably suitedt

to the scissors thtan [tu'tkin. Ilis paragraplis artîl mîost cf lus setenttice's

are fine-cut geinms, eat'l pt'rfect of its kitti. 'I'hese r'aîliiîgs, tnort'over, fortin

an immense imiprovement upon the extracts pubiished, by Rtuskint, the

selection of a lady frielîd wlîose taste was utterly sentimuental. 'rTe little

pap(ir-covereil volumte îîîîkes a cbarnting pockî't companion.

Tur 'Iiti. ANI) DEATII OF SOIttATES. By E. I. ( hîurch, M.A. Londont

Miuacmuillant and C'omtpany. To'îrontto : XVilliatnson andI Companiy.

P>eople wlto wîîuld i tnî anl 'asy roitîd to thtî coiipre.li'isiott atnd admuirattioni

of tîte 'Socratic chiaract'r will iavi' rt'asut to thiaik M r. ('hutrch for tite

neat anti compendiotts hitttu volutîi wlîich his pulilisliers haive .illt put itt

their bands. [t consists of a trantslation tif tliosi! wvoîks tof Plato whîich

give us our chiief light concerniiîg So'ratt's--tIti Euthiyptlrcî, Apology,

Crito, and Phaedo-witlî a valuable introductiotn fully expltitiig anti illus

trating such points in thie life anti Leacbitîgs of Socrati's as ais' refî'rrt'î to

in these dialogues. The Greek itself is done into excellent, cîctîr, colloquial

English.

PÂSTIME PÂPERS. By the author of IlSalatil for the Solitary anti thue

Social." New York: Thomas Whittak'r.

Those who would not be toc, louti in their laughter andi would combhine

a littie judicious instruction with their mnirth, vili w'lcomnî titis popular

edition of " Pastime Papers." Thtey are tiot as f utny as thie naitne would

Iead one to expcct. Their pleasantries are rather aiblinig anti out of date,

and they are vastly prcdisposed to punîting. Neverthelî'ss, 1, Pastiînie

Papers " make good, soliti reading, irrailiateti ly % sutile bore and there,

and even in these latter days of galvanic tnirth, are not to ho i.lispisod.

Tus ScEPTIC'5 ClisSe. By Uî'v. Ni'vison Loraine. Standard Publishing
.Conmpany, Toronto.

If ail theological discussions were contiucted with the courtesy and

fairness that marks the utterancos of the Rî'v. '.nI. Loraine as eitbalmi'd

in Il The Sceptic's (1reed," polemics would lose their bitternî'ss antd contre-

versies thteir sting. Wltilc Mn. Loraine bias written as thie uîtcotîîproînis-

ing adversary of scepticisut, ho hias tiot in a single in-stance permitted bis

antagonismn to react upon the sceptic, whom, indeed, ho digîtiifles aIl the

way througb with a capital S. And while hoe lias not liesitatoti to attack

witb great vigour tbe opinions of certain gentlemten tiistinguished [n the

schools of pbilosophy, ho has invariably placeti himpelf untier thie nîost

Christian restraint in bis treatment of the gentlemen themselves. How,

ever powerful Mr. Loraine's powers of demolition may be, and of that

rtveryone iinust judge for himiself, the book itseif, thie motive that prompted

it, the spirit that dictated it, the gentleness and goodwill with which every

sentence is clad as with a garinent, its zeal and temiperance and high-mind-

edniess, will be the best proof of its doctrines.

TuEF ('RUitTSE 0F TUEF ALABANIA. By One of the Crew. Boston: Houghton,

Mifflin, and Company. Toronto : XVilliaînson and Company.

The gtory of the notable Confederate vessel could hardly be hetter toid

thian is this, for the, popular understanding and enjoymnent. It is wrjtten

iii truc sailor style, with a dash and a buoyatncy that makes the narrative

tenfold more real than any cultured literary style could possibly do. The

whole virtue of th(e book is livre, andi iii its miodicuin of probable truth, for

àt bias nio other exct'lliiltt' of nlanîter andI its literary faults are many.

Nevertlbcless it will lecome speethly antd deservedly popular.

BOUQUET,' 0F KtiIiAitTiENO(I Part 1. Inutroduction by Mrs. Jantos

L. Hjughes. Notýes andi gestureg hy Nirs. J. L. Hughes and Bessie E.

1-lail inann. Selby and C'ompany, Toronto.

'[bis is a colle(tion of eighteen gesture songq. Those who attended the

,roronito Musical Festival will recognize suint of tivin. Both worîls and

miusic' are very suitahlt'; but tht' book i4 chiefly to bu recoinmenidod for the

reîrkitis 1)1 thei etlucativtt valute cf action songs, and for the hints on appro-

priatt gestutres. IEvvryontt whio tiaelies.junior pupils shouldi have such a

boo0k.

X'Ze have rt'ceivt'< also the folltwing publications.

BULLETI N (tI, Tii KAMEh'. (KO(ILt P r A I, SOIiETY.

PItoct'KKI)i St;s ttr ni E <As ADtI AN INS rilt 'iK. To'rtîttt : 'ttpp, C lark, anti Ctîmpauy.

Tii E 'M îrAtFACTUE, ('uSst piuSiT A NitI) PROtUCtTION Or1 I ittîN, STEi A NI)t COA I.iN TIIIE

O tMiSii F ('ANA iA. B y fJiltnes Herbettrt B artltt. Mottiiîal : >Lwtltt Iirttt.

I STolt il', W 11iK LAS It Qui KM titi i N THE UI SiTEl t T 1KM t y Shjîttîkî Sttti, 1>11.*1).

YK 0 i.t1, PIu;tIwIs ro YK ic w. New Votrk: Itlit B . A ldut. Thto El zvi r Liîtrary.

i 4jiti. 1lKitAi.tt. J1uly. Botttttt: Fr-utkliii Sqtuaret.

TuE SrtAS 'h tî.st ia Jtily. Cliitagt F. J1. Ahhtît

Lt 'iýwC Kt.i.' IiN t At K. Ju vi 17. Botouti : Littoll atitd Ci'tîîîtîîaîy.:

.,Ai i SMMAtGAZINE. .Itly. Liii"i itît New Ytork :Macuiilliani anti Cttnîîany.

)NttsrKNitOAit R EVI KWt. .JilY. 'lltltLt Iettilart scott 1'tiltlîtuhiiig Cttîîiîany.

A TLANTlItC tstii Attgttýt. liMtit : li Iîlîtit, Mifhhiu, anti ( 'tiitîaiy.

IiAitlt'i' AtA/F Aîgutttt Nîîw Ytrk :Hatier anti irtts.

AstiiTEiCtNtC Jily 17. New Yoîrk : 37 anti 39 West 22nd Street.

COR R ESPONDENCE.

TH'îE ART GiALLERY' tilt THEi ENOILISII LANOUAGIR.

'Itt th JEdfltt ot/ 'I 1: VIe5

s1, feel inipelled tii trespass for, a hittlî' upon your vahuable space,

froîîî a tolteii moitive: gratitudeht tatt protest ; grattitutde, that iny humble

wtîrk sîuîtulî have ret tdsuch misf iiitd praise iLt the Iîands of so kitîdly

aitîl syliîpathettic a cricic ; protest, for .1 havi, lieen loth nîtistinderstood and

luîisitii teýrpreýtt'ti.
I. the first platce, thei extraet given as ine is full of inaccuracies, ver-

bal anid literaI.
'l'O lu' bref :with regardl to the accusation anent tho Il Howells' people

I flit hi'- contt'itt with a dîs8clairne(r. I had not tlt, h'owell8 inl iy mind

tî'hct I theiw' fiu n;ding pt<ragraphl. 'Thte iuisunderstanding is, how-

('Ver, partly illy fault. I shtoulul have written "sitory ' or "'novolette,"

instt'ad of '' nove1,'"
Again: I (Io not ('xpect atty ono to bttlieve that the author of Ossian's

,eeiental verses coexiste 1 with the ijuarrying of the monioliths of Stone

hî'îîlge. Such was not iny stateint. AUl 1 said, or rueant to Bay, was,

thaýt wi' have thue ruggedi, itntiolithic type, now in stonle, now in words.

Moreover, iny passage %vas itot front Ossian, but front Byroni's Il Ieath of

Cilila aitr Onla,'' ail imiîtation.
\Vitu regatrd to thei wvtrd l charlatanry"I of Southey : of course, as I

said before, likinigs andi dislikings bî'long to the individual. To mue, the

passage is instinct with a vî'ry fine onoîuatopoetic eflect-that is ail].

Tluat there are iuuany flecks in îîîy word-painting, 1 ai, alas, oîîîy too

well itware. Would they were fewer. But as to Il tite kism " of the water-

s3pout : 1, whto have' witnt'ssed the plî'noiieuon, can thiîîk of no happier

tnietaphior. 'Thie stoofîiiig cloitts do beîîd to kiss, with a sulleri kiss, the

]oweniîtg, tontipestuoUS, ',ost awful swirl of the uplifted and gyiatilug waters.

Lastly : ny poor Il 4eîds " was a miere poetic locu'ni. tfees for the very

prosaic cherry stoni'5. It is a poetic conceit, if You wi]l ; just what 1

intended it to be. If Roineo bo periitted to address biis inistross's oye-

brow as the archi of niiglit or Cupid's bow, or my cnitic conceded the figure

Of "la book oti the literary horizon," why inay 1 nlot be allowed my simple

conceit? Moreover, teeth are like mnilk-wbite see'ds, net storues. However,
1 do not quarre1l with my critic for lier velvet pats. Correction is healthy.

I am deoply grateful that se niany kind things have been said of My

attempt to prove ail tbîngs are, in a sense, convertible in art to, the appre.

ciative spirit of the intellect. 1 amn, youra very faithfully,

J3rantjord, Ont., lrGth July, 1886. A. H. MORRISON.


