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John vi. 47- Verily, veril>', I sa>' unto you, hie that believeth on Me hath

everlasting life. "
i John v. 13.-" These things bave I written-tbat ye nia>' know tbat ye

have eenai. life."
Observe, "leternal life" is a present possession not sometbing to be conferred

after deatb, or in a future state, but 710W.

Mat. xix. 16-17-" One came and said wbat good tbing slîall 1 do that I

ma>' have eternal life, and He said unto him-if thou wilt enter into life keep

the commandments."'
John xii. 50.-" I know that His commandaient is life everlasting."

So then to keep the commandmrefits is to have eternal life.

lf.eJohn vi. 68.-«" Lord to whom shall wc go; 'l'hou hast the words of eternal

John vi. '-3.-"l Tbe words that I speak unto you the>' are spirit and tbey

,are life."e
Not merely speaking words tbat tell of eternal life, but the words them-

selves are spirit and life.
John xii. 3.-"l This is life etemnal, tbat the>' might know Thec tlîc onl>'

truc God, and Jesus Christ wboma Tlhou hast sent."

Here we bave another elemelit of eternal life, a Ilknowledge of tbe true

God.",
r Tim. vi. 12_-" Figbt tbe good figbt of faitb, la>' bold on cternai, life."

But that wbich may be laid hold on nia>' also be let go. The Rex'. Fred.

W. Robertson, discussing this point, rcmarks IlIt is not the dura/ion but the

*çua/itY of the life which constittiteswits character of Ileterrial." A spirit ma>'

live forever yet not enter iiito this life, and a man lix'e but for five minutes tlic

life Divine ; in these. five minutes bie bas entered into tbe life whichi is eternal,

'lever changes, but is tbe saine unalterabl>' for ever-the life of God."

hi .' John iii. i5 .- " Ye knoW tat no murderer liatb etenal life dweling in

On the contrar>' those who cultivate kindly, loving dispositionis are iii pos-

session of it.
1 John V. 20.-"6 We know that thc Son of God is corne and biath given us

an, understanding that we mna> know Himn that is truc, even His Son Jesus

'Christ. This is the truc God, and eternal life."

lf. According to this, to be and abide in Hiin that is truc is to have Ileternal

These passages will suffice for mny present purpose, wbicli is to show that

inl them the word Ilet-ernal"ý is not used. to conve>' the idea of damnation cither

longer or sborter, but to denote the qualit>' of the life in Christ. 'l'ie word is

"Aion", in the adjective from le Aýionios ;" so that, Il in tbe Aion to corne Aîouîuan

life" is precisel>' tbe samne as if wriig to, a friend in Englatid, 1 should sa>', -"i

YOu corne to Canada you wil experielice Canadiaul life, or you must go to the

Prairies to know wbat prairie life is."l And the phrase eternal life, or everlasting

life, no more than Ilthe world to corne," affords a foundation for the suI)erstruc-

lroftetheor>'faetftr lifée" and it mnust still be sougbt for else'vbere.
turcof te ofa "ftureSE.NEX.

LA PETITE MADELAINE.
EvY MRs. SOUTH Ev.

The families of St. Hilaire and Du Résnél were, as bas been mientioned,

Idistantly related, and the ties of kindred were strengtleiied b>' similarit>' of

faith, both professing that of tîîe Reforifled Cburcb, aîîd living on that accouint

ver>' much within their Own circle, though on terins of perfect good-wiIl with

the surrounding Catholic neighbourbood. Mlle. de St. Hilaire miglit natural>'

have been expected to select amnong the eIder of herecousiis lier companion

and intimate, their ages necari>' assimilating with bier own ; but, too, coîd-bearted

to seek for s>'mpath>', too proud to brook compatiioislip on equal ternis, and

tOC> selfish and indolent to sacrifice an>' caprice, or make an>' exertion for thie

Sake of others, she found it rnost Iconvenient to patronise la p>etite Madelaine,

Whose gentle spirit and sweet temape insured willing tlîough not servile com-

Pliance with even thie unreasonable fancies of ail wlîo were kind to bier, auîd

wehose quickness of intellect and excellent capacit>' more than fitted lier for

COMPanionshin with Adrienne, though, the latter was six >'ears bier senior. Be-

sides ail, there was the pleasure of patroflage-no h es nfunilmtv

-to a proud and imean spirit, or to the heart. of a beaut>' well-nligh satiated, if that

'were possible, b>' the contemplation of lier own perfections. M'len la petite

Madelaine was ten years old, and la belle Adrienne sixteen, it therefore bap-

Pened that the former was much oftener to be found at Chateau St. Hilaire than

;at le Manoir du Résnél ;for whenever the parental efforts of Monsieur and

Madame de St. Hilaire failed (and the>' failed too often) to, divert the ennui and

Satisfy the caprices of their spoiled darling, the latter was wont to, exclaim, in

the pettish tone of peevush impatienlce' "1Faites donc venir la petite Madelaine r'

and the innocent charnier was as eagerl>' souglit out and welcomed b>' the

harassed parents as ever David Was sought for b>' the servants of Saul, to la>'

WIlith the sweet breathings of bis harp the evil spirit that possessed tbeir unhapp>'

mnaster. Somcthing sirnilar was the influence of la petite Madelaine's nature

'Over that of hier beautifuil cousin. No wonder that lier presence could scarcél>'

'be dispensed witb at Chateau St. HIl aire. Had ber own home been more a

home of love, not ahl the blaiidishments of the kindest friends, not ail the

lUXuries of a weaithy establishment, wotuld ever have reconciled lier to be so

Mucb separated from bier nearest connections. But, aIas I except when bier

"services were required (and no sparlflg and light.tasks were bier assigned onesb,

-she was but too welcome to bestow hiem companionibp on others ; and except

Roland, and le petit frère, wbo was there to miss la petite Madelaîne ? And

Roland was mostl' bier e'scort to St. Hilaire ; and on fine evenings, whcn le

petit frère had escaped fromn bis tutor and bis sister, jeannette was casil>' per-

1laded to, take him as far as the old mii], ha1f-way between the chateau, to meet

her on bier wa>' home. Tbose were pleasant meetings. Madelaune Ioved often,

11n after-life, to talk of tbemn with 'that dear broither, always bier faithful friend.

:So time went on-Time, the traveller whose pace is so variousi>' designated b>'

"Vanious humours, is always the restless, the unPausiiig-tilI Mademoiselle de St.

Hilaire bad attained the perfection of bloomiflg womnh'ood-the glowing love-

think people ought to treat lier more like a woman-for wvas she flot fifteen
comiplete ? Poor little Miadelaine !thou badst indeed arrived ait that most

wonianly era. But, to look at that small sligbt form, stili childisbly attired in

frock and saslî, of thc sirnplest form and homeliest miaterials-at that alrnost

infantine face, that looked miore youthful, and a/most beautiful, when it smiled,

from the effect of a certai n dimple in the left cheek (Adrienne always insisted it
was a pock-mark) ;-to look at that formi and face, and the babyish curîs of

light-brown bair that butng about it quite down the littie throat, and lay cluster-
ing on the girlish neck-who could ever have tbougbit of paying thee honour
due as to the dignity of confirmed womanhood ?

So it wvas 'Madelaine's fate stili to be Il La petite Madelaine "-stili nobody

-that anomalous personage wvbo l)lays so many parts in society,as often to

suit bis own convenience as for tbat of others ; and tbougb people are apt to
mnurmnur at being forced into the cbaracter, many a one lives to assume it'

willingly-as one slips off a troublesome costume ait a masque, to take sbelter
unider a domino. As for la petite 'M1adelaine, who did not care very mucb

about tbe matter, thougb it was a /111/e mortifying to be patted on the head, and

called "ebonne petite," instead of "lmademoiselle," as wvas bier undoubted righ';

from strangers at least. it was better to be somebody in one or two hearts (le

peCtit frère et jeannette) than in the mere respects of a bundred indifferent

people ; and as for la belle cousine, Maddelaiiîe, thougb on excellent terms with

bier, neyer dreamed of lier baving a beart,-one cause, perhaps, of their mutual

good undcrstanding; for la petite Madelaine, actuated by instinctive perception,

feit that it ivould be perfectly irrational to expect warmth of affection from one

constituted so differently from berseif; s0 she wvent on, satisfied witb tbe con-

sciousness of giving pleasure, and witb sucb retumn as was made for it.

But la petite Madelaine was soon to bie invested witb a most important

office ; one, bowever. that ivas by no means to supersede hier cbaracter of' No-

body, but, enigmatical as it may sound, to, double lier usefulness in that capacity
-while, on private and particular occasions, sbe ivas to enact a somebod1y of
infinite consequence-tbat pf confidante in a love affair-as la belle cousine was

pleased to terni lier liaison with a ver>' handsome and elegant young officer,
who, after some faint opposition on the part of lier parents, xvas dul>' installed

at St. Hilaire as the accepted and acknowledged lover of its beautiful lieiress.

W'alter Barnard (for lie ivas of English birtb aiîd parentage), the youngest of

tbree brothers, , the eIder of whom was a baronet, was miost litera]>' a soîdier of

fortune, bis portion, at bis father's death, amounting to no more tban a pair of
colours in a marching regiment-and the splendid income tbereunto, annexed.
But higbi iii health and bope, and Il ail the world before bim where to

choose "-of bigbi principles-simple and unvitiated habits-the object of the
love of many friends, and tbe esteeni of ail bis brother officers-tbe young man

w'as radier disposed to consider bis lot in life as peculiarl>' fortunate, tilI tie

pressure of disease felI beavy on bim, and lie rose from a sick-bed wbicb bad
lîeld lîim captive inan>' weeks, the victim of infectious fever, so debilitateci ini

constitution as to be unider the necessit>' of obtaining leave of absence from his

regiment, for the purpose <peremptorily insisted ou b>' bis physician) of seeking
the perfect cbange of air and scene whicb was essential to effect bis restoration.
He was especially enjoined to try tbe influence of another climate-that of
France was pronîptly decided on-iot oni>' from tbc proxinîîty of tbat country
(a consideration of no smiall weigbit in the yoting soldier's prudential calcula-
tions>, but becatuse a brother officer was about to, join a part of bis famil>' then

resident at Caen in Normand>', and the lileasure of travelling witb bini settlcd
the poit of Walter's destination so far-and as it feIl out, even to that other
station on tbe route of life, onl>' second in awfulness to the Ilboumne wbence

no traveller rcturns." His Englisb friends, wbo bad been some years inbabi-
tants of Caenî, were acquainted ivitb man>' French families in tbat town and its
vicinity, and, among others, Walter was introduced b>' them at tbe Chateau de
St. Hilaire, wbere tîîe Protestant Englisli were always welcomned with mnarked
bospitalit>'. 'l'le still languishing health of the youing soldier excited peculiar

interest b le was invited to make frequent trials of tbe fine air of the cbatcau

and its noble domain. A ver>' fw sufflced to convince birn that it was far
more salubrious than tbe confinied atmospbere at Caen ; and ver>' soon the
formuate invalid ivas installed in aIl the rigbts and privileges of Il L'Ami de la
Maison."
a Circumstances baving conducted our d1ramatis peronce to, this point, bow

could it faîl out otberwise than that the grateful Walter should faîl desperately
in love (wbicb, b>' tbe bye, bie did at first sigbt> witb la belle Adrienne, and that
sbe-6hould de/ermine to faîl obstina/e/y in love witb himi 1 He, poor fellow! in
pure simiplicit>' of beart, reall>' gazed bimself into a devoted passion for the
youthfül beaut>', without one înterested viexv towards the charms of tbe heiress.
But, besides thinking bim the bandsornest man sbe bad ever seen, she was
deterrnined in bier cboice, by knowing it was in direct opposition to, the wishes
of bier parents, wbo liad long selected for bier future husband a person so, everY
way unexceptionable, that tbeir fair daugbter was ver>' likely to have selected
bim for herself, liad tbey flot committed the fatal error of exp'ressing tÎieir wishes
witb regard to bim. There was PERSUASION and D)ISSUASXoN-tllIld opposition
and systemnatic wilfulness-a few tears, got 01) with considerable effr-vapeur
and migraines in abundance-loss of appetite-hints about broken hearts-and
thé bearts of the tender parents could hold out no longer-Walter Barnard was
receîved into tbe famil>' as the future busband of its lovel>' daugbter.

Ail tbis time, what bad become of la petite Madelaine? What does be-
corne of little girls just half-way tbrough their teens, when associated, under
similar circumstances, with young ladies wbo are women grownP Why, the>'

aire to, be patient listeriers to the lover's perfections when hie us out of tbe way,
and more patient companions (because perfectl>' unnoticed ait such times) of

the lovers' romantic walks; shivering associates (at discreet distance> of their
tender commluniilgs on mossy banks, under wilîow 'and acacia, by pond-sides
and brook-sides-b>' daylight, and twilight, and moonhlgfit-at aIl seasons, and
in ail temperatures-so that by the time the Pastl cnldswt armn'
it may be accounted an especial merc>' if the "mutual friend " is not crippled
with the rheumatismn for life, or brought into the first stage of a galloping con-
sumption. No such fatal resuitr, were, however, in reserve for the termination
of la petite Madelaine's official duties ; and those, while in requisition, were


