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YANCOUVER UNDERWRITERS PIROVE CHARGES "The chief and assistant chief have repeatedly warned
the city council that in not giving the fire brigade the necerý
sarymen and equipment, they seriously impaired its efficiency,

flie Department Showed Lack of Supervision--Misleading and at the investigation plainly told the couricil that they had
lax during the last two years in equipping the depart-

Reinark in Coancills Findings been
ment.0 l'Under the circumstances the underwriters appreciate the

The findings of Vancouver city council, which were the delicate position of the couricil in being the defendants, sa
çntoome of the recent fire investigation, have been printed in far as they, the underwriters, are concerned, and the jury
The Monteary Times. In reply ta these findings Mr. C. R. at the same time, but from the perfectly clear evidence, which
Elderton, on behalf of the fire underwriters, bas addressed ils a matter of record, we feel that we were justified in bring-
the Pouncil as f-ollows: ing the charges, which have been proved beyond question.

icIn lie couritil's report regret ils expressed at it is obvions
Notwithstanding your remarks in this connection

1ýýé lack oft evidence the underw-ritérs were able to produce from paragraph 'seven' of your findings, that you quite
te substantiate the charges made. agree with us, and we shall watch with particular interest the

"The resolution of your ceuricil authorized an investi- result of the council's efforts ta rectify a dangerous situation,
'Otion loto the organization ' discipline and efficiency of the demanding prompt action.

>ï,,ýfiTe departinent, and we beg ta submit that the evidence given

léfère your cou#cil proved, up ta the hilt, that every one of FIgures of Premlum Inocine.

ourcharges in the above regard was thoifoughly justified. "It was with surprise and great regret that we noticed the
misleading statement in the council's report to the effect that

T4king the various headings seriatim
'The Fire Underwriters declined to give the couricil a return

MaMrs of ortmiutlm of their premium income for the city of Vancouver.'
"For the past four years Chief Carlisle bas been per- "We did not decline ta give this information, which

ge the obviously could not b over one hundred corn-
ýsistent]y endeavoring to secure your authority ta enga e secured from
services of district chiefs, whose duties would be ta cci-operate panies, with their head offices in the south and east at a ma-
'with the chief and assistant chief, and, in the event of a large ment's notice, but, in àny case, the mayor had previously
fite, to superintend the operations, over a given area. ruled out any enquiry into the question of rates, which was

"Bath Chief Carlisle and Assistant Chief Thompson stated irrelevani, because the investigation was in regard 'ta the
it vas labsolutely necessary ta have more supervision at large organization, discipline and efficiency of the fire department.
Ares,' which fact has, for some years, also been apparent ta The c-ouncil's statement is 'exceedingly unfortunate and un-
the underwriters. fair, and can not but react against your honorable body, for

IlAgain, the chief and the assistant chief have both im- the records of the evidence are available to prove that we
are correct in our contention, and the council's statement en-

ýPrëssëd upon your oouncil the imperative necessity for more .'Î"
because the aDparatus, at certain times -of the day, gces tirely wrong.

iýtà litres about half manned, but, netwithstanding their plead- "In conclusion we would like to state that out interest
'Mag.and warnings, their requesýs have been ignored, and in this whole matter is not only the interest of underwriters
nothing bas been done. as such. Many of us are old residents of the city, and have

"Chief Carlisle, and Assistant Chief cour share in the civic burden. As property owners, we are
employed by the city ta operate the fire depa-rtment. If concerned in the conflagration hazards which threaten the city

ýthéý are incapable they should be dismisged, but, if they are fi-cm more than one point.
"We feel that the citizens are living in a fools' paradise,

ible officials, their reoommendations should be given ......

ý,*e fullest ocinsideration, and when they ask for men ta fill and will receive a rude dwakening unless the fire department
"ýhe V ue fflitions their reasonable requirements should be is brought up ta the highest point of efficiency compatible with

thie finàncial position."
"0»009;no and EfRolonoy.

«Ilo his evidence Assistant Chief Thompson said that at CLOSE AND RUTCEAS COMPANY'8 SUB$CRIPTIONS
Vanace & Legg-at fire lhe could not be on the

.e,,tbr,.ée aides of, and ingide, the building at the same time., - The Globe and Rutgers Fire Insurance Company, of
'The lack Of supervision was admitted, andt-it was evident New York, subscribed $5oooo to the first Canadian war loan,,,thitt amokinir and loitering were indulged in when the assist- $5oooo ta the second loan and, $iooooo ta the third loan.

ý"*At chief Was not at given points, duririg the progress of the They are converting $5o.ooo of the first loan into the present
,,,',gre. For this reason Chief Carlisle, and Assistant Chief loan-t-not $25,000, as previously mentioned. The Canadian

TItomlpson went on record as favoring the appointinent of head office of the company ils at Montreal, in charge of Mr.
district chiefs. J. W. Binnie.

"As Wqs unQuestionably admitted at the enquify, the fire
brigade is handicapped in the, following vital respects..-(I)

of supervision. (2) Lack of men to handle the ap- MARCK FeRE8
vîratus. (3) Lack of experience among a large number of lydney, N.S.-March 2c,,-Mr, L. P. Christie's businessý'the -fitemen. 1 (4) Lack of equipment -in respect to water i
tower, fire boat, adequate water supply on False Creek and block, occupied by Mr. Steckler's furniture and clothing
'Uurrard Inlet, and smoke helmets. (5) Lack of training in business; Mr. J. Pilkington's dry goods; Messrs. Cramotte
sfflke drills. and Campbell, meats and groceries; and Mr. J. W. Pilking-

If ri, jeweller. Loss. $20,000.
No less thap eighteen men were temporarily disabled ta

Uy smoke at the Wood, Vallance & Leggat lire, out of a total Croditon Eaà4 Ont.-March 3(>-Post-office and Mr. J.
1,ý of ýseventy engaged, and C ief Carlisle admitted that even a S. Motz's residenite. Insured.

firit-class firc ýctically useless without a sinoke Ford, Ont-March 3o--Canadian Chalmers MotorýCom-
Nevertheless, although daily called upon ta figbt fire pany. Loss, $200,ODO. Cause unknown.

smoke, the brigade docs "t possess even one helmet, collingwood, Ont-Match 3o-Northern Navigation Cam,
ahd: Chief Carlisle admittëd having been lax in his duty in pany's steamer Germanie.
naît, recommending the couricil ta purchase this essential Hmmmn Ont.-Malch 30--Baxn rear 1g Locke Street
>r'tof the bTigade equipment. North; Kerr and CoombsI foundry; Mr. H. liff's residepce,

, 1ý~ d iffle Fire But. 23 Barton Street East.
.,l Rjohiqa, euk.-March 2ý>--McLaughlin Companyg eletýiso far as the cost of a fire boat is concerried, we think
",the éx .P 1 enditure would be justified in the eyes of the tate- VatoT.

3o--Mr. D. Juneau's stable,bgyers, because, except from tbe water, there is no better way
Wpérly attacking lires, which might occur at any time in etc. Loss, $5,ooo.

water1ýônt warehouses. which, unléss checkeý, might
81W start 'a seilous conflagration. One of the aldermen Toronto's bank clearintrs forthe week ended March 29

#eXtea a line of'hiedrants on the wharves, but these would were $49,iS, .z67 and foi the saIne periC4 ýast year
&Yubtfulý benefit, owing 'ta the narrowness of the

673 and in 1913 jhO, 17-
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