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flank «-).O R) made an>' dernonstration against the right of the
enemiy (I 3th), but flot then aggressivcly.

A part of the right llank becanme engaged about the same timie
with some companies of the 48th I3att. and a desulto-y action w~as
maintained for an hour between those bodies along, the heights
overlooking the belt fine to the Park D)rive R.eservation.

The guns of the advanced guard, i the nieantiîne, had, after
much delay, been sent by a long, detour to play tI)ofi the flanks of
the enemny, but only succeeded in firing two rounds per gun at 2. 10

1).mn. j tst I)revious to the cease fi re -' beint, sounided.
he guns of the rear guard rctired froni their first position at

11.30 P.m. to the second position, luit stil! no forward miovemlent
of any strength w~as madle b>' the advanced guard. At 1.55
p.in. the rear guard guts, openied fire fu-om their Second position to
cover sorne retreating, coml)anies Of the 48tlh 1- ighlanders, who nlow
apl)eaied on the opposite side of the vallev. At 2. 10 1p.11. these
gutns turned their attention to the <).O.R., "'ho %vere, at this
timce, adivanicing- in fair strengiýth agaîii.b the position, but %vithout
the support of thecir own ,tuns, Or strong' enlough1 to carry the posi-
tion. At 2. 15 p.mi. the - cease lire '- souinded, leaving one-half
of the rear guard infantry %vith cav'alry and guins stili covering and
protecting the enibarkation of its main body.

Remiiarkls.-'Ihle dlispositioni of the rear gur Nvas îniost fauilty,
covering as it did a fiontage of of nearly two miles, with l)iacticall>'
no sup)ports or reservcs. 'l'le two battalions %-ere sent off iii dia-
metrically opposite directions until they wvere tbree-quarters of a
mile al)art, wvhereas the for-ce shouild have been concentî-ated and
Nv'ell in hiand so as to be able to utilise it at an- nmoment in an>'
direction. Its tîrdeis %vere to dclay, and thei-e %vas cvcry Lacilit)y
forçai-î ing suich out. 0%ving to the dlispositionis miade, the services
of nlear-ly one-hlf the foirce (.48th Il iglilanders) uere lost frumn the
veux' be ,ni, lcaving the l)urtien of the defence Ui)oil the

-wl vauilevand I 3tll I tatiî On to te Xau-ines of
the imovemlents of fihe opposi ng foi-ce, these corps %vcre enabîcd to
hold the final position occupucd b>- theni uintil 2. 15 p m and thuts
ensture the cnlibarkaition of the main body.

'l'lie advanccd guiard did not puish forward, as its sl)ecial idea
ordered. Its artillery shouild have beiî broughit into action uipon
thec higli land overlooking thc C. 1'. R., iviicn the clint)-' s artillcry
opecned fire uipon the vaiguiau-d. Afewicsciiculinstances iust
have gude ts uise. As il was, dclav took place i n inoving lit (le-
finitelv~, and finally it was sent to a loisition that liad beeii premna-

1~~I% oîey rxuder, anid consequently on]\- got ilit() actionii wheuî
to> late t) l)e'of mnaterial aU vantage. 'l'le delay iii bri n.vinr nile
artillery into action %vas rep eated I1» not re-enforcing and putshli ng

towdhe lcft ilank, wliicli was fc frorn thic anno>-ancc of au--
tillcry tii-e, 'vhile little notice need have been taken of the left flank
of tie eneny> 4 U) as it %v-as isolated aînd incapable of niuc lutrin,
besîdes diue reinforcenments thiat w-ci-e coming up) fronî the main body1

wudsooni have clîsposeci of tlîis troub)le.

'l'lie objective of the O. C. the îîorthcrn foi-ce wvas goo(l ancl Iis
plans w~ell laid. By hlis deteriined and concentrated adlvance lie
cuit tihrougýlî tic enlei>y's linie, but thi delaycd too long in nîlakiig
the changes necessaî-y to thec\eisting< circunîistances, and then al-
lowed the enemny, shorio of haif its original sti-ength, to hiold its
grotînd sufficient>' long to enable its main bodly to ernbark.
\\hile the tactics ol the rear guard %vere necessaril>' to delay, those
of the adlvanced gîîaid shoul( have l)een inost aggret-ssiv-e and
u'apid. O)n neither sicle "-as proper information obtaiîied b>' the
cavalry as to positions of oppobing for-ces. 'l'le dlispositionus of hoth
forces w'ere mlade in anticip)ation of circunistances Nvhich never oc-
curî'ed. The orders issued to the advancedl guaî-ds were too profuse
and complicated, and of such a chai-acter as to allow for no con-
tingency. For instance, the case of tlîe cavalrv, iii w-ilîi it was

bounci dow'n to pace and location, in place of giving il a free hand
to obtain infornmation in a named direction and iii a nianner best
suited to circuinstances, the loss of hall of thie caval-y at the out-
set %v-as the result. Again it wîas a nîistake to cletail uinder any- cir--
cumnstances ail the available cavalry as escort to the guns. 'l'lie
mouinted officei-s generally did not <ismiount %%'lien under flue, and
men and uinits put out of action did not genci-alI>' ca-rr' out orders
as to piling arms or marching to the reai' with armns reî-ersed, as
directed in 1.1)., part X.

The foî'egoing remarks are not made ini the spii-it of censur-e, buit
w'ith the iclea of correcting rnistakes which iii actual service wîould
prove clisastrous, and ai-e intended to encour-age dia t eaiest Uesii-c,
which bhas hitherto existed, foi' pi-actical knowledge and ef'ficicncî- iii
the calling w'hich is so, fi-eci- and î'ohintail>- tindertaken for thie die-
fence of the couintri' and the Empire b>' the nîilitia of Cnd.'l'lie
Zgc'e-atest possible credit is dute office's and meii of thie activec iîihitia,
wîho tunder most tryiuîg circunistances chierîîll- devoted the dalv to
the downi-igît liar-d î-oi-k wvhich sticl iinanivtýi-es necessai1y il. itail,
wîhile a special notice is due to the troop of the G.G(. I .( ., î% ho oi
on!>' pau-aded voluntarily, but lu rnislied hou-ses and sbitî.cai.
their own expense, the 9i.h Torionto Ficld 11aîter>-, whosc atteuidantce
wîas also voluintarv, and the I 3th Batt., i.iloi îhonîl felI thîe ex\tra
fatiguie of tlîejourney froîîî and to I Ianîîilton.

QUALIFICATION FOR SURGEONS.
Itdit0r '1 ILITAî(Y GAZErri :

SiR Ihave read %vith much interest the ar-ticle., pulblislied iii
>'otr î-aluable l)papi on the niedical servic:e anîd its wîanits. A llt>) w
mie to di-aw die atteiltion of your rea<lers to a uîîatte- about 1îî l
hiave endea-oreci to awakcni public and professional iliîteret 1,()r
sonlie vea us past. I u-efer to thie nccssîty of iill ica I >ticeu-s (Ilia h
lvi ng tliemiselvcs foi' tlîci. r duies, jwsi- as coili uat officers (Io. AI I
dit is now requlired b>' the regu Ltions to be app oi otut a îîîedica I
officci' ks to lIe on the medical i-egister. Notîi ng i aske as wo ilImu

knowedgeof the special duties of the raillk and offic' of tlic canditi-
dlate. \'ct nîilita-î nîedicîuîu, surgerv, 1îv'1i1nlladîi- iti.ioli tof

litspital anîd Iiîbutlanlcc durill, are realU v ptiIi s il îlot fiiîe
tha.t liîîci of'flceu-s shotild be asked bv thie I )partîîîeut to1u.hn
thenîiselv es foir thieir dutties before promot ionî, j ust as n tînîor cto ini-
hiatauit ofit-eus are u-e(1uiu-cU to dIo ýN o iiiedicaî II' ci-i in lig la nU
c f nîilîitia volu ni.eei-s ou ve)laur s t u ui' iic întil lie (loe,

ho:le is giv en an acuuuîg aplnîtnîu'îît. \Vil lot thic uîedit a)
service be hield in gu-cater* estecill 1w\ ail railiks if it \%ere fuîltuhiat
Uic> biaU sîlecia Il v îual ifieti tlieunisel vus ? \Vot( il. i t ot alm fsi e

procs'ioîalyad-anuta-4c>uis t0 file oiftiîcrst îuiev [cr
îvould bc îîo dif*fîcu lty iiiar iiu' witll the -a ruitis iliîckai col-
.eges iii thie D)ominîionî o -Îve . short slicial of*>ius n Osio 1<

to I)e fol loved ait sonie ti nie by an exaixli inatioui hi a1 boardt < un tiic
cal officei's appointed hi>' thîe I el)aiiîeut.

I arn ari-angu ng for a vol tuntari- co<urse o1 i nstructîîion to bu *',i% cil
at 'Friiity NIedical College, iii tlîis ciît , nîcst [ri.

Yocuus, etc.,
G.. SiTERLING.kI~îN

surý-.-licit.-h îîî. aniId.5;
'Toronto, ( )ct., 1896.

J. J. 'Tay'lor', of 'l'lie \Vitruess city staff, is stitîuîg a cii olr tn-

unin iii that palier. lie is a meiber of the Victoia Riiles .111i i.s

at one tinie iin the 431rd. 1île is a brother of J. I1) . Taylor, mmiv of
The I)ailv Colonist, V'ictoria, B. C., and formcrl>' editor of Tti
M i IAAR V G~AZE rE.

A corr'espondlent of 'lle Ilalifax NIiail, wriîiuîg aboilt uilhuta
niatters, anîlouî othe- tii uîg- lias thîîs t0 ,av aothle ili uct~ii of

the 631-d 11,att. iii thai ci>' "'l''lic i-ccuît is)ttoik Ilut Cl
Ninsell, D)omîinionî iiîfauitry îuspector, thoi le p oluvy nI thle
pi'escnt geuici al. Col. M\lauisl sd1 iiîot v-alle finuie or rule l
exarnmined eî'erý'officcu' in is duities "c-\- t horou)glîiv%. I lc id ot Svpi
ait battahion clill, but N-cnt on to conîpanv- and section dri!!l and(
exaniuîed ilie N.C.O.' s in their dulties asivI.


