
DOMIN-L'1IN MEDICAL MONTIILY

Let u1s look first at the tbieory of Jtnet,1 2 the cistilîguished'(
psy'choiogist of flic Collegec de France. Ilis tlieory is bYased ýon the

view tlîat just as a niormnal person secs objccts in t}îe periplicial

portions of bis field of vision, as well as in the centre, soý the normail

mmid can takie in and arrange sensations, imcmiories, ideas, and ciaio-

tionis, flic coîaipr(eiiensivcnces>, of bis perceptioni beilog tlihel O1M f
niormal consciousuess.

Janet's definition of bysteria iînplies a retractioli or limitation
of tiîis field of personal conseiousniess, and a tenidcnicy to the dlis-

Sociation and emiancipation of tlie systemns of ideas andi funcitions

tiiot conistittute personiality. In other words, ''ii proportion as the

field or personal consciousness diminishes so do the subcolSiOUsi
Inleiîta l conditions tend to flourisli and abound.'' (Ormnorod. :

By tbis ineans Janet explains niost orfitle charac teri stic s.ympl-

tomls of hysteria. ''The crises or fils of hysteria are soiaiiaiiibulistic

States in whieli tue patient lives sonie scene over again, goes through

sOrne action, or gives biinseif over to somne idea and obeys it ho tlice

excl'usion of alI otiiers. le is in a dreamn, living for the mlomlent in

a smll wvorld or Iiis own. AI] this is forgotteli when the attack is

Over, and lie returlis to normal consciousness.'' (Wilson.)1Il

Sudl is thc explanation of those cases of Iby sterical fugue or

lapse of mnemory wTliih are met with from timne ho time. It would

also appear to offer an explanation of tlicclassical liystcrical fit

whieh is more eoîumonly seen aînongst the Latin peoples, a fit char-
acterized by innch display of pantoimfie and histriorlic effort. O)n

the other baud, as -,uguested by Ormerod, il bardly offers a sufficient

exPlanation of the simple liysterical fit or ''attack of iiysteries'

Wlich forins the coinmon type of flic seizure in our p)atienlts.
The samne idea mnay be traced in the niiotor and sensory sylip-

tom-tîeparalyses an(l the aiesthesias. in the fornier, thec ciiiel-

OrY, the idea, or the function of movemnent, iaay be lost; ini the lat-

ter, the systems of sensations, or sonlle of them coing. froin the

anlesthetie area arc no longer eonnected witlï tlic mlain coniscfIouS-

nless. 1'
-According to many writers, Janet 's view of hysteria, thus briefiy

and imperfectly mentioncd, is tbec most satisfving, and that one
Whicli barinonizes thevrcdadmliom s fapoins of the

disease. But even those wbo Support it niost warînly feel that it

docs not explain every variety of the inalady.
Trhc second theory is that associated witli tlic naine of Babin-

81ki,1' the pbiysýicianl of La Pitie, xvho lias donc nioreý thanl aiiY living

'liflcian, l)y his observation on thec plantar reflex and by other

t'sts, to assist uls to distinguiisîl betwTecn functioflal and organie


