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lessening the danger of heniorrhage, and perhaps also that of
acute thyroidism. This latter danger, is, 1 lielieve, the greater
of the twý,o, and for this reason the gland should be freely ex-
posed before attempting its removal, and f ree drainage should
be provided.

The treatmnent of essential epilepsy by resection of the cervi-
cal sympathietics lias flot been attended by sufficient success to.
warrant the belief that mucbi amelioration wvill result fron it.
The reports, of cases operated on vai-v so nitcli, that onee uncon-
sciotusly feels that the reporters i inany cases, are not unbiased.
In the cases that have been follomwed for years after the opera-
tion. a return of the attacks lias been the rule, just iii fact, what
one xvotud expect wbere the 1)iocedure is lacking in the patb';-
genic basis.

TFle excellent experimiental work of Carrollilias given rise tc:
great advances in surgery of tlie arteries ali( veins. Many
investigators have now been able t0 transplant kidneys. tbyroids,
etc., anid it is dilicuit to say f0 xvbat extent these experinients
mnay' l)nelit the butnian being. Arteries are now stitured wvlîeil
lnjure(l, aiid it is found that they beal quite readily. In January,
1903, I closed a small transverse wound of the fenioral artery
wîtb fine silk suitures, and it heahed perfectly, witb apparently Hio.
tliroinbs, as the tibials l)tlsated normially afterwards. Tîe
p)atienit, a farier, lived for about two and a biaîf years, doing bis
or(linary work, nil (lied froni a liglîtning stroke.

'l'lic iuiprove(l iietliod of treating aneurisni by opening the-
sack, reînovîug the fibrin and clots, closing the vessel o)enhigs
by sutures, and tieu ohliterating the sack, is now generally eni-
1)loyed by surgeons. 'l'lie sacciforni atieurisul may be cured by
this, the Matas operation, witbout destroyiiig the tisefulniess of
the vessel. Iu fusiforni aneurisin, Halsted lias devised a silver
band witlî whiih lie contracts the lunmen of tlie vessel, withot
completely cutting off the circulation. His experience with this:
inetbod lias lîcen encouraging.

For inaîi cars. onhv the siiiiplest operations xvcrc attrnpted
in the tboracic cavity. Now, however, if there is a wound of
the lieart or lungs, the injured part is exposed and the wound'
sttre(l.

We biave learncd tbat tliese tissues heal rcadily, provided
that there be n10 infection, or infection of a iild grade only.
Dturing tlîe hast fcev years nunierous cases biave heen reported'
whcrc tlîe lîeart lias been successfully sutturcd, and indeed in
niany of tliese cases thie patient wvas in a vcty dangerous statc-
before tlie operation.


