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frn rombjectionable features. It remiedied sonie (lefects whichi
practical experience liad :showvn to e-xist ini the former nieasure.

The Act of 1872 conferred the privilcge of self -governmient>
as its provisions secure ta representatîves of the profession foul
contrai of ail niatters relating tia miedical education, registrati >n
and] discipline. The A-ct hias since been frequentlyaen 1 cl
but its essential features remiain unchanged, and as they are
simiilar to tiiose of other provinces, further explanation is flot
necessary. l3ut the composition o>f the governingr bodyv and its
policy in respect to some questions demnand brief consideration.

The profession as a wvhole is not incorporated in Nov)\a Scatia,
as it is in Ontaria. The Act malces provision for a body carpor-
ate, called the "Provincial Medical Board," consisting of
thirteen quaiified medical practitioners, of not less than seven
vears ' standinc-seven to be appointed by the Governor-in-
Clounicil for life, and six to be electeci trîenniiallv- bv the Mý-edical
Society of Nov-a Scotia. No other provislin is Made for col-
1egiate representation, and there is no alinual tax as in ather

provnces thereveue eino obtainedwol rn xmntoptrocstheio reeu dshll rn xaiaian reisrtinfes
Lntil quite recently the requirenients for registration dif,

fered in one important respect f ram- thaose in otiier py iný\,ices.
inasmuch as subnîission ta a professianal examnination wvas nloi
required f ran holders of dliplonias froin reputable schoals,
abtained after a sufficient course of study. Instead of examinat-
tion the board insisted upon a rigici comipliance w'ith ail its
regulations relating ta the preliininary examiniations. pgriod of
studv, and course of study-tests m-hiclî effectualiv excluded
applicants fromn schools of cioubtful repute. This policy cnabled
the hoard, while niaintaining the status of tue profession, to
keep an " open door " for licentiates froni other provinces-a
caurtesy which sa far lias met with no reciprocal recognition.
At the sanie time honest men from sehools af good repute wvere
spared " vexatiaus penalties of mind and body."

The principle of state examinatian xvas adopted a few years
ago, not througlî conviction of its merits or necessity as a test
of professional fitness, but f rom a desire ta co-operate with other
provinces in a general seherne of reciprocity. For the past three
years an examination in the practical subjects lias been de-
manded f roi ail applicants for license, ai-d the day is probably
flot far dlistant when the policy of the board, in this respect, wvill
be adopted by other provinces,,as it is nowv very generaiiy recog--
nized that n-edical boards and coujîcils hiave not the requisite
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