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YOL. XIV.

THE MAN ON THE MAST.

A THRILLING TALE OF THE SEA.

The little fishing village of ——— is placed
ona flat neck of land, which umtesa small x:m:ky
‘nromontory with the sandy district of Fingal,
and forms the point of junction of two sweeping
bays that take a long curve wwards at both
sides, leaving it stand_ing far into the sea, so as
to present from the distant heights the appear-
ance of bewng built upop, or rather in the wa-
ter. On this rocky promontory a small ruined
chape! stands, bleak and unsheltered, to buffet as
1t may the force of the waves, which are occa-
sionally swept, mn long white h{les of spray, com-
pletely over the roofless walls into the streets of
the bamlet bebnnd it. On the northern shore of
the promontory small and rude pier has been
constructed, and forms a narrow and imperfect
shelcer for the few wherries, by the assistance of
which the village contrives to exist, and pay the
landlord for the use of the patch of barren land
on which it stands. ,

One autuma afternoon, in the year ——, lhree
figures were observed standing i front of one of
these babitations, agamst which two of them
Jeaned, whilst the third stood a little in advance,
and, with his hand over his eyes, seemed to be
intently gazing 1o the direction of the sea-ward

_horizon. To a person less skilled in the prog-
nostics of change of wind or weather, than the
bardy race of deep-sea fishermen on the coast of
Ireland, it would have been difficult to account
for the evident marks of anxiety which could be
discerned on the countenances of all tbree, im-
parting a thoughtful cast to those of the two
elder and more retired of the party, and exhibit-
mg itself 1n the most lively manner in the atli-
tude and expression of the third, as he alternately
swept the distant sea line with his eye, and
threw it up for an instant, nearly closed, to the

!:Tbey’ll be late, some of them, I’m afrad,
after all,’ said the youngest of the party, turning
to bis companions, after a long and intent gaze
to the eastward. * As for that cockle-shell, the
Kittywake, with the young gentlemen in her, it’s
well she’s so near in shore, or she’d have but a
bad look-out of it. Three of us have hove in
sight, and are making for home; but the rest
had better keep their offing, and seek to weather
it out as they are for to-night.’

¢ Ay, Jack, if they let the daylight go, they
bave ao busipess in shore. It will be a dark
pight as well as a breezy one ; and should they
muss the harbor, and the ebb set in, 1’s all over
with them, I’'m afraid.

¢ Two more of them yonder to the north-east
Isee crowding up,” said the third of the party,
¢and one of them’s Bucker Bryan's boat, I'il
warrant. I think I can tell the schooner rig
even with my old eyes. Ile’s sure to run for it
if be doubts the weather. ‘

¢ But I say, Rooney, what’s she just loomed
out from hehind the island yonder, nor*ward of
thie Cofin Rocks ? Picking for the water dogs,
T suspeet, from the cut of her jib. She’s right
toleep to windward now, any bow, and let them
bave a sleep ; she might land more than her car-
go beforz morning if she were half a feague
closer in. I’ve some doubls of her, too, even
where she 1s j she’s deep in the water,and, now I
look again, she’s running a point or two too much
to the westward, to bave any one on board who
koows much about the Chapel Head.’

The sigas of coming tempest were now too
apparent to be mistaken. The wind, which had
been blowing at first hightly from the westward,
and then bad lulled altogether, had within the
last hour chopped about to the north-east, aud
continued every moment to gain in force, as was
evidenced by the small, white foam with which
every wave was lpped as it rolled shoreward,
and the deeper swing and strain of the boats rid-
ing in- the little barbor. . The day had been
cloudless ; but as the sun approached the west,
the eastern quarter of the heavens had become
heavy ‘with a lurid haze, which rose like an ex-
balatiuc.out of the walers, and stretched itself
gradually onwards towards the land, tinging the

sea with 2 duil brown, and leaving only one nar-
row rim of light running along the line of 1ts dis-
tance, in which, as if touched by a-pale gleam of
sunshine, . were, discercible the far. off .sails of
some of the fishing boats, whose return. was so
anxiously : jooked - for - by. the three- thariners on
shore, - - oo

At ldst, something seemed to flit past so light-
Iy and rapidly, that it might have been taken for
a sea-bird’s wing in : the gathering gloom.” In

another instant, a gig of - the'- lightest: and  most
fragile build; bad shot to’the westward of ‘all the.
other hoats, under & small lug-sail, which - was;
owered:in an instant,..and was: already:aground:
on thie: foamy ! swell. of ' the back-water “at: ‘the:

bottom of -thé harkior,
persons—her whole’
her into . the, _.wq';,e‘r,
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the sand. A nierry cheer anaounced the landing
accomplished, and the figures began slowly to
ascend the beech toward the sailors. .

The youngest of the three fishermen descend-
ed to the beach at a signal from one of the party,
and took charge of the boat, The amateurs
were dressed in [oose whnte shirts and trousers,
with a small black handkercbief hanging round
their necks. Thew whole air was that of joyous
excitement, and as the gale swept the long hair
from their brows, and heightened the color on
their sunburnt cheeks, it was bard to say whether
the recollection or the expectetion of pleasure
was predominant 10 the expression of their coun-
tenances. They bad invigorated their bodies
with manly exercise—got through difficulty and
danger with success, and were now within reach
of a hospitable house, where good cheer and smil-
ing faces awaited them, and where the exertions
of the day would serve only to give a topic for
conversation, and & zest to the banquet. Alas!
how different the lot of many a hardy youth who
surmounted the same peril, with 1he same relish
for enjoyment. _

" We will follow the party which had just land-
ed to the neighboring hall, where they bad beeu
anxwously looked for by sundry portiy-looking
personages, with rubicund faces, aud snow-white
wals'coals spread over the torrid zome of their
stomachs. Dinner had been detamned till the
youths should arrive, and dwmner was the object
which always engrossed these worthy gentlemen’s
thoughts about this hour, to the exclusion of
everything else.

‘While engaged in the festivities of the dining-
ball, ane of the party, a young physician, was
called suddenly away, and, following him, we
arrived at a very different scene,

The night was fearfully tempestuous, and
pitchy dark ; the rain swept down in torrents,
and our poor Esculapius drew a hard breath be-
tween his teeth, and sbuddered to his toes, and
wrapped 1n a mufiler and dJreadnought coal, he
found himself in the open air, hurrying forward,
led by a strange man, and totally unable to see
anything but the false glare of light which re-
maiped at the back of his eyes after their long
gaze at the dining-hall fire. It was not until he
bad ascertained that all his rufllings were ad-
justed, and bis coat-collar brought as near his
bat as was conuistent with leaving any of his
face out, that he thought of asking the particu-
lars relative to the nature of the call vpon bum
beyond the ¢ Where is it? of the first mo-
ment. The answer to ilis query was gruff
enough.
¢Only some bodies cast ashore; we don’t
Lknow from what ship, and one of them; the of-
ficer says, has a bit of hfe in it yet. A decent-
looking woman, too, and young enough to be
worth saving.’

The doctor hurried on stumbling and splashing
at every step. Their way loy at first through
the avenue of the demesne ; but, on passing the
gate, the guide, who wasa fisherman of the
neighborhood, and in bis capacity a smuggler—a
profession very commonly found united to the
former—knew the by-ways at least as- well as
the high-ways, struck into the fields; and, as
the disciple of Galen began to regain lus sight,
he could just distingwish that his course was - di-
rected towards that side of the promontory of
the Chapel liead which lay farthest irom the vil-
fage of ——

At length, arrived upon the shore, the doctor
was ushered into the midst of a party of the
coast-guard, commanded by an officer.

¢ Ab, doctor ! a little too late, I fear. I knew
those young fellows would have you up at ——
house, so 1 got a hand to go for you—with some
difficulty, L assure you. My own men I could not
send off duty, and the rest, you see, expect Lo
come in for a share of what’s going ; and, I be-
lieve, they’d suffer their grandmother to drown
by inches, ere they’d allow a bale of goods
thrown up by one wave to be swallowed by the
uext, without a serawmble for it.  ‘They’ve landed
their cargo {rom some vessel sooner than they
expected, poor devils j and bere we are collected
to take charge of it, without their leave. All
drowoed, 1 fear, doctor. A body or two al-
ready ashore. Ouve woman is up there at the
limekiln, aod you shall have a look at her, for I
think there’s a spark left.’ '

So saying, he gave his load into Lhe bands of
his. men, and sirode on hefore the physician, lo-
wards the. building whicli the latter had seen,
and which proved to be another of the deserted
limekilos so . frequent in the neighborhood, and
which was oot more _than a score. of yards off
the spot he had reacbed - .
. ~¢Come; my ladsexclaimed the ofice
eatered among 'them, ¢ make room “for /the doc-
tor. ,He’s.in for the inquest at all events.—
Make way, and fefch over-a hght? ..~ -
Td an:nstant thephysician- was on Ins koees
beside a* sort’ of lilter ‘made of ¢odls) ‘while a
map beld ver ny’ hend a Vrand takén" up from
‘the fire, and . which, .

(hwarts, had run, the,
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Some of her dripping clathes had been removed ;
coats, &c., bad been wrapped round bher; she
had been chafed, and a drop or two of spirits
applied to her lips, but bitherto with no effect.

¢ She must be removed at once to a house,
said the physician, after examming her atten-
tively for a few moments. ¢ Noilbwg can be
done till that is accomplished ;’ and e rose from
his knees.

¢ We caonot leave our duty, sir,’ they replied ;
¢and there 1s no one else here but this fisherman.
The folks below bave something else to think of,
and the nearest cabin is ball a mile off, at the
least,’
¢ Wel® this man and I can take her there be-
tween us. It is the only chance for her hfe.

He set at once about devising as convenient a

way of removing her as possible. The promise
of a reward out of his own pocket bought the
services of the greedy peasant; and they were,
in a short time, once again travellng in compa-
ny, though with 2 cumbersome addition to their
party. 1ard they worked that night, the vo-
lunteer and the mercenary, bearing their sense-
less burden through the swampy fields and over
the slippery fences w the storm ; and late it was
when their loud knocking at the door roused the
peasant and his family from their laber-rocked
slumbers.
It is needless to detail the alarm at frst; the
surarise, aond then the ardent compassion of these
poor cottagers, By those who know the super-
stittous timidity, and the boundless hospitality of
the lower classes of the Irsh, the succession of
these feelings 1s un'lerstood at once; to those
who do not, a description sufhciently coneise for
the present purpose would scarcely be satistac-
tory,

The body, as it may be called, was deposited
on the only bed, warm from the occupation of
the family ; the few turf ashes were blown up,
and replemshed with fresh fuel, and all the add-
tional bedding of the house (scanty enough, to
be sure) collected and beated to envelop the
limbs of the stranger. The poor woman her-
self; with that peculiar alertness and shrewd-
ness of management commonly met with amongst
the peasantry of that secluded and primitive dis-
trict set berself to strip the chngiog babiliments
from the cold and senseless form on the bed,and
chafe and dry it ere she re-involved 1t in the
coarse but well-aired garments she had collected
for the purpose. Life not being extinct, these
efforts, under the judicious superintendence of
the physician, produced at last their effect, and it
was with reul pleasure he saw the lids uuclose
from the eyes of an interesting lookg female,
apparently under the muddle age, and 1n appear.
ance somewhal above the common class. DBy
the use of proper remedies, this unflortunale
being continved gradually to recovep strength
and conscioustiess, .

In the morning, meantime, a considerable as-
semblage of persons had been collected on the
shore, consisting (besides the coast-guard) prin-
cipally of the country people, although two or
three of the nearer gentry, to whose ears tidings
of the wreck bad already reached, were of the
number. The morning was clear and bright ;—
the sun was fast ascending towards the horizon ;
but the weight of the north-easter was stili rush-
ing in, might and main, marking the surface of
the water wilh white foam, and threwing the
breakers upon the shore with tremendous fury.

Farther still, and just beyond the curl of the
shoaling ‘ater, it was evident a vessel had suuk
in the night, for there were two masts, by this
tune perfectly thscernible, standing up almost
perpendicularly, immersed about as far as the
tops, as they are technically termed; that s,
the broad framework which aftords footing at the
funclure of the mast and top-mast. Of these,
the {oretops, beg lower than the other, were
rather below the level of the sea, but the mnain-
tops were above it, and on these the outlines of
four human figures could be seen with tolerable
distinctness by a spectator on the beach, stand-
ing out ageinst the moving stay, although so
little raised above the water as to be partiolly
immersed by every ware as it it swept past.

As soon as ever this had been ascertained by
those on land, there bad been a cry for a boat,
The three sailors already mentioned were the
first to volunteer their services; and it was with
a view to completing thewr crew that two of
them had gone to Lyncl’s cabin, while the third
went northward across a neck of land to the
little pier of ——, close to which thejr.yawllay.
tigh and dry. The greater part of the gaxers
from the top of the cliff had followed ta .the di-
rection of the projected launch ; but the-"officer
of the coast-guard, an experienced seaman, re-
maiaed with his men at their original station; oc-
castonally raising s glass to his eye, aud taking

to'1t; but-when 'spdke\'lj‘{t;é about'the - boat, “and
the chance of getling " them “off; he “only* shook

this head, “and'looking up=

ward, wthout saying a word
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once more n its leathern case behind him, when

the unbappy creature he had assisted to save the
night before came running wildly up, her hair
floating bebind her, her face ashy pale, and all
the intenseness of fearful iquiry in its expres-
sion. Breathless and ag:tated, she could not at
first say a word, but looked frenziedly back and
forward along the jhiorizon, the rapidity of ber
gaze preventmg her from catching the object she
was in search of. At last she gamned utterance,
and cried, ¢ Oh, sir! where are they 7—where
are they 7 Show me them, for God’s sake /—
Ob, show me them ! and she clasped her hands
before him. :

f Look over that biack rock there, about a
quarter of a mile ofl shore, and you’ll see the
masts. I doubt whether you can make out
what’s on them, though.’

She shaded her eyes with her hand, and ran
hee glance more slowly w the direction pointed
out, and at length screamed, ¢ Yes, yes, thal’s
our ship—there she is, and people on the mast!
Oh, wha are they 7 For God’s sake, tell me,
siry is fze there 7’

¢ Don’t koow, ma’am, ndeed. Can’t well see
yet who's there. Besides, I doc’t know the per-
son you speak of, that [ aware of. Not hkely
he and 1 should be acquamnted.’

¢ Ob, look, laok, sir ! tuke the glass, or give
it to me. He’s tall, sunburnt, with blue jacket.
Oli, you can’t mistake bim 5

‘Here, my lads,” said the officer to his men,
¢ unsirap this spygla-s and hand it to me.’

They unbuckled it from the back of their su-
perior, shere it bad been slung; and whea he
had received 1t at their hands, he commenced
leisurely to place it at its focus, while the poor
woman conlmued to watch him with agonized
impatience.

* Oh, look ! tor the love of heaven, sir, look,
and tell me what you see !

¢ Why, ma’ar, as well as I can see, there are
four men bolding on, and a boy, 1 think, beside,
on the other mast; but of that I can’t be alto-
getlier certain, for the sea washes over hum, and
1’s only now and then { catch a glimpse of him.
By Greorge, there’s one of the men off! Hal
be continued, looking through kis glass, ¢ I caught
bim that moment on the top of a wave. He is
close to the other 1zast. No doubt he will make
for it, if he has strengtih, now that be has been
swept off the mainmast; but he will hardly
have so good a berth there, I expect, as the tops
are below water. Ife’s at ity by Jove—no,
gone again ; and the boy’s off, too. DNy Ged,
they’lll got hold out much longer, any of them

¢ Oh, don’t say so ! cried the woman. ¢ What
are the men on the mast like? Look, sir, look,
and tell me, [ beseecli of you! What color1s
their dress ¥

¢ They’re not down yet, though,’ continued the
officer, without beeding her, and stll looking.—
¢ There they were bota together on a wave that
time—a strong fellow that, to stand against such
a sea—by Jove, be bus hold of the boy ; and, as
I am a living man, it was to save him he quitied
the manmast ; and there be is pow swimming
back toit! Now that there’s more light, I can
see that he’s a stout young fellow, and the big-
gest of them ail.

¢ That's he, that’s ke, I knew it!” she ex-
claimed, bursting into tears; ¢ my generous, no-
ble Henry ; who 1s there to save bim ? who will
Oh, sir, is there no boat here ?
L'l go out myself with any one !’ and the dis-
tracted woman caught the arms of the officer.

- Why, ma’am, they’re gone oft already to
launch one for tryiag the thing; bpt I've my
doubts if they’ll get turough surf—howerver,
theyll try ' .

[One of the fishermen’s boats was launched,
and maoned by four intrepid men, but on ap-
proaching the bar off the promontory, it was
capsized by a dreadful wave and dashed in pieces,
the men barely escaping with their lives.]

This event, discouraging ia itself, was fraught
with fateful consequences to others, Five hu-
man beings there were—alote in the midst of
the winds and waves, and unconscious of what
had been attempted—whase only earthly chance
of deliverance seemed cut off for ever by that
accudent, . oo

- At the lime-kiln, the chief officer of the coast:
guard was jomned io the meantime by several in-
dividuals, whose curiosity bad got the better of
thewr chbilliness. . o

As the tide rose, each hour saw ‘the mast
lightened of its human burden. Ouce soul more
was swept into eternity—body after body was’
washed ashore, and the wretehed . creature, who
had returned to. the ciff and - now watched them
drifted ‘successively in,” was still satisfied ' that
each, ‘though well known, was not that of her
beloved. The day,.as it'advanced, enabled . her
to see him distinctly—to mark.bis effort to pre-,
serve - himself. and. his ‘companions—his: lashing:
the boy - to-the- mast by a"piéceof Igose’ Fope;
‘sagpended to ‘which, ‘liowever, ' expired “early.
i—Hiss apparent sullerings fron’ cold—his. arxtgds;

”

than once the tokens of his supplications m the
lifting of lus hands to heaven. Much of this she
could see herselt from the station she had re-
sumed at the lime-kiln, and much of 1t she gained
by report from the officer, whose glass seemed
the interpreter of her destiies.

She bhad not long been placed thus, when a

‘and (hat she was maoned in the manner describ-'

dog, of the French boodle breed, was seep strug-
gling up the steep clilf, occasionally stopping to
shake the water from its long curly hair ; and as
soon as it had reached the (op, it ran directly to’
where the womdn was sitting, and began to jump
upon her with the most extravagant marks of
delight. She sprung up, seized the little animal
0 her arms, and covered it with caresses, and at
length burst into an agony of tears. It had evi-
dently called her mistress, and had probably
floated ashore on some piece of the wreck with-
out bemng observed by the persons on shore, and
now rejoiced one of its owners with its safety.—
But the force of mstinct told the animal that m
its rejoicmg it had a duty to perform; and no
sooner did its mistress put 1t down from her arms
than 1t began to jump round her, to pull at her
dress, to run to the brink of the cliff and look
out to sea, and then run back with a greater
show of eagerness, and go through the same
energetic dumb-show again,

She bad watched the siruggles and agony -of
the shipwrecked man himself, and retawmed some
possession of herself in the midst of her despir ;
but tlus was too much for her. She rushed
frantically towards the precipitous pathway
which fed to the beach, and would in all proba-
bility bave hurried down, and plunged into the
breakers in her frenzy, had she not been laid hold
of by the bystanders and forced back to her old,
place, and the dog secured in the ban:s of one
of the coast-guard.

Before mid-day but one human being remained
on the mast ; and that was he to whom her ex-
istence clung. [le appeared nearly worn out,
the rising tide immersed bim still more frequently.
and fearfully bereath the waves, and it was
plan to see that be could not hold out muck
langer.

"The young gentlemen from —— house un-
known to their friends, now pushed off in thewr
small boat from the pier, in the direction of the
mast.

A shout, tengthened and renewed, showed that
the common peaple were ready to do justice to
the generous heroistn of their superiors.  Who,
indeed, could withhold at such a woment his tri-
bute of hearifelt adiniration at the conduct of
those noble young spirits, who, wlen the stoutest
Leart quailed, and the strongest beat was deemed
wsullicient, had manned their slight and fragile
craft, and braved w her the fate which the more
experienced fishermen had so nearly met 10 the
morning. They bad succeeded, moreover, for
the great danger was passed, the bar bavimg
been surmousted before they came into wiew,
and they bad now only the long swell of the
deep sea to encounter. There they were, the
four slender forms straining steadily and grace-
fully aver their aars, thewr white shirts bright
the sun, while the youngest of the three sailors
of the preceding evening, althougl one of those
who had so narrowly escaped i the morning,
sal in her stern.  They had drawn of rom the
erowd, it was supposed, according to a precon-
certed arrangement, as soon as ever the officer’s
opinion had been pronouaced, and had bastened . .
unperceived away to launch tbeir boat out of -
reach of the officious mterference of the mul- *
titude. o
The only question now was, whether the solj-
tary being on the mast had strength to hold out.:

till they should arrive there; and it was a fear-:«

ful interest that was now experienced by the -
whole assembly of spectators, as they saw the |
straining of the crew in the distance, and obsery-
ed Lbe same lime that the poor man was growing
weaker and weaker, and, besides, did not see the-
succour that was so pear him. S
The distance of the Kitty-wake from the
spectatars was at first too great 1o allow of much'”
more bemg disunguished than that it was she,"

ed, ‘The steersman showed bis judgment .. ¥:.
keeping well out to sea, and as close as possible’=

‘to-the mind; so that they might not only ride:

drier and easier, but-be able ta drop down along ™
side of the mast, rather than bave to strain up to.’
it In-ts way they would find st .easier (o' ren .
der assistance to the man upon it,and be them::{
selves less exhausted 1o any exertion they would':
have to'make in doing'so. " The object of their
endeavours was évery mowmeat in a more critical,:
situation. The gradual rising . .of the tide, and;«
as wag:supposed; the settling down of the vesseli*
had’brought tlie sea up so as.to cover tﬁé‘é_g@ég?qi‘

footing Ligﬂ. ‘the tops "’ entirely, and he.was

forced;todepend for bis; whole. support uponithe
rope whicl: still adhered: to::the top-mast;iandw
evén:do, " ¢ ' oed?'to! Figed,
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and;imploring: look. towards the shore,: and:more.
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