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COLLEGE GREEN.

TUE OLD PARLIAMENT HOUSE.

Now the Bank ot Ireland--eminIuoenes
of1the Men and Days wheu that

Structure Waa the Scene
of G reat Debate.

In ithe drive to the botel, as on former
drivce, I covid not diEcover a single me-
morial tablet telling of the residence at
one time or anothier of the many great
men who had spent their early lives in
Dublin. The worid rings with tteir fame,
and mtany a conimeniorative tablet in far
foreign lands orreits the traveller's at-
tention, but the city of their birth has
forgotten thesm and her citizens know
nothine of ithe haunrts of genius. Witih
the inîgle exception of 1ean Swift, not
the Dean as lie vas, but a straw inan,
one of the Irishn myths, there is nothing
known of Ireiind's illustrious dead by
the average Dibliner. You will ask in
vain where voung Burke lived, where
Goldsmith dited, or. to come to laier
times, where the real founders of New
Irehmîîud, two Triniitv undergraduates, and
a wild-t-yedi youing jourrialist, started the
Nation. The nanie of the streets 'are
unIrish.A f-ew ayt-> ago an attempt
was made to change Satckvillft stree-t into(
O'Coinell stret. The attempt w:ss a
failure. lit the futiure, when the desd
city comes to life tinder a distinctively
national l patrhliaenlt, and new atreets are
iaîped out, we nîar expect that their

spaîsors will itot forget the namesof
Ennet, Grattan. Curran. etc. As we
passeud C'oIlge Green, I saw through a
iarge winduow a great itiniber of men
yoing and old, coielv and otherwise,
some with pens in their hands, others
with pens behind iheir tara, stting or
Ieaning agatinst litige oaken catîes.
Their faces wore a grave air, aînd their
motions likea seriesof automatie figures
were dignilied iii ite extre>me. Thebuild
ing that iouist d th, in wa a noble speci-
nei of Irish enterpris. It covers an airea
of five acres, anud wvith its titrantge, sad his.
tory, inakes it by lar the nst maeiorable
structure in Diinlin. ''ie nane of the
architec t whose genuis planned it, like
that of the (Catîhedral of Colognehlas been
forgotteii. Peace to his aishes, he liad a
grett sotil for the contitity, and tinte lie
lived in. The building is called the
Bank of relanId, and was forna, ry the
House ofParlianent. Thebanik-directors
if they have to v cate as îh-y wil soon
by comaniiid of their old foe Gladstone,
to more imlemt qarw ers will înot leave
the butilding as îitey founîîad it. The file
hail for lheatrers was lIv these lîsinine men
torin downî aiand convertçd iînto a cash
room. liad ih-ir bten al spark of patrin-
li-in er bemniv iii their little souls this

act of adls couild not have taken
place. 0( I lht nobjle pile, once the home

f liîiqueice. ihere onfly renmains the
House i I'Lords in ils original condition.

Wh re Gratt at stood and denounced
ithe ntion. wher Flood poured out his
sarcasmt, wleire the bhypocrite Plunket
was contviicingly eloquent is but. il
natter of cnjiect re. No sooner had it
p:ased into the haitdi of t he' banking
lraternity, tian Li-y mxade upi their
minds that hlie work of consolidation
done by Castlereagh was perfect and fit
for iil titmue. What. nse Lienî for a House
oi Parliamenv-ut ? Tley had no love for
Irish palriotism and they were not going
to titve a museum inl Dublii to ke-epthat

tonîster alive. So w ii crowbr and
ni hir instetrieuens ilndigenieouts Lu the
islaid, they desiroyed wlat. shiuiud have
heen s:rcred ,.the Nation, and made of
Llie niursery o genaiuti a home for lve

'r cnts anud reeking niediocrity. How
finely ias Baurnus saiid

Tbe best laid schenes of mice ait metn,
GAiaratagiay

And lea'e us nough'. bu tgrtet and pain
For promistdjoy.

The want of foresigit in these bankers
mtighit be forgiven. Houmai ken is but
very Iimit-d ait best. Prophtets now-a-
days tre scarce, and without their in-
spired aid it could not have been known
iliat the " yotng man iof ni blemisbed
charaîcter, and of distinguished parlia.
maentary talents, rising hope of those
stern and uniibending Tories," should
write, in the year 1886, Liis paragraph:
"So, then, we nay fairly say of the
policy which aims at giving Ireland an
Irisb'Governnett, not only is it a policy
broad, open, t'rustfu!, popula.r, and, there-
fore, liberal. but also je a policy which,
instead ofi innovating rertores; which
builds upon the ancientfoundations of
Irish history and tradition ; which. by
making power local, makes itcongenial,

where hitherto it bas been unfamiliar,(
almnost alien; and strong. where hitherto
il lias been weak." To the Bank of Ire-1
land this paragraph can have but ones
meaning-a notice to quit-and that ine
the near future. Let us hope that in the
bweeping out ofthe House of Parliament
ever cobweb that might well up a
memory of the old House before the
Union will be swept down and thrown
into the Liffey. It isacommon thingon1
both aides of the Atlanticfordemagogues,e
totally ignorant of Iriablhistory, to maker
pathetic allusions to the Old Parliamentt
m College Green. Some Irish writerst
pretend to weep when they touch upona
itsglories. I have little respect for Irisht
writers of history in Ireland and none*
for the mrrry convivial crew who writea
on this aide of the Atlantic. They writet
with one deaign-to capture dollars from
the uneducated Irishmen and [rish
women who toil and moil their lives away
in a strange land for a scanty
pittance. Such history is a curoîts com-
po.und of myth, bigofry and prejudice.3
What Jeffrey said of Irish history ts true1
even on our own day. "A good historyi
of Ireland is atill a desideratun in ourL
language :-and would not only be in-
ter:stisig we think but invaliable."i
From nimerous authenic family docu-i
nients however, we can have an adequate1
picture of Ireland'a last parliament. Forc
corruption,bîribery of the most audaciousc
kind, ignorance and intolerance we may
search history in vain for its equal. To
those who have cheered thatjolly band
of orators, whose ignorance couched in
bad English je one of the features of thee
festivities of the l7th of Mareb, ità
shouLtd besufficient to point out that(
the Penal-laws were in full force and
vigor tinder this parliamnent, and that
Ireland iunder her preserit form of gov-
ernment bas a thousand tintes more re-
presentation than shie ever had at Col-t
luge Green. It was not by genîiue nor by1
crafty statesmanship that Cstidereaghï
forced the union. The most prosaic1
mind could have done so, provided hisz
purse was filed with guineas, and his
hand was lavish.in bestowing tbem. The1
majority ai the menibers were drunken
rowdies, who lias no tihought of their
couitry's good. Their (Ldyvswere spent
in low groggeries, drinkiný and gambling,
their nights were given to legislation. If
it smeit of Ir sh.tuddy and ias a mand-
lin 1 ieco o; work the ieople had quietly
to swatllow it. Ceasar was not equal to
anI Irish M. P, as a dictatr. le horse-
whipped a peasant and then pàassed a
bill tosend him to Bîttny Bay for com.
plainiing. There wats the inost despica-
ble kinds of tatxation, and not a
whit of representation. The majority
of the peuple were outlawed des-
franchized and faith-persecuted Catho-
lic .ergymen were hunted down
with he saie mercy they gave a pack
of wolves. Protestante of bonor and
truth were shaiefally put to death for
passing censare on the corrupt legisla,
tion that canme from College-Green. "The
Irish-Parliament was notoriously corrupt
and notoriously ignorant" writes Dunlop.
Of the thembers he writes, "blind to
every interest except their own ; tenaci-
ous of their own privileges ; the leaders
of a noisy and intolerant faction tbey re-
sisted every moderate scheme of reform."
One can scarcely feef surprized at the
Union,.when the character of the ordin-.
ary member of those dya is clearly

drawn. "That a majoritv of the Irish
Parliament was obtanedfor the Union
by purclhae, hy places, pensions, peer-
ages, and compensation for suppressed,
oeats, there is not the slightest doubt"
writes a unionist-hiistorian. It was the
first time in history that the perogatives
of a nation were publicly sold. Lawless
'ells us that these men "preferred the
governmîîent of a desert, to that of a
happy contented people ; and the con-
stitution in church and state was pro-
nounced secure agtinst its enemies, wben
the people of Ireland were strippted of
every privilege and every right which
seperates humanity from the brute crea-
tion." Another witness telle us that
*private manners were debauched, public
sentiment debased, and every faculîy of
the mmd enervated." Stich was the ill
fated country, governed from College
Green. Cast, ereagh, one of its members,
"uidistingiished," as Barrington re.
marks, a though ne had been prior
to bis treachery a member of seven
years' standing, found it an easy
!natter to rob his country of lier
independence. He may a udder at
the means, but who will gminsay that
lie knew his men. " History, tradition,
or the fiction of romance containo n)
instance of any min ister who so fearless-
ly deviated from all the principles which
ouglit to characterize the servant of a
constitutional monarch. or the citizen of
a free country." No Irishman that bas
a gleam of sense will wish such a par ia-
ment, to be resuscitated. In truth, no
human effort could do so. Men have
grown wise since the days of Castlereagh,
and governments more chary of gining
consittional privileges by brihery.
From the close of that farce called an
Irish Parliament. from which a majarity
of the people, and that the natives were
excluded by cause of their religion down
to our own day, some of the greatest and
most beneficial reforme have been en-
acted. The power of the Crown bas
passed into that of the people. Classes
are (disappearing,an-a education,enabling
the masses to have an intelligent say in
the government of their respective coun-
tries. The press, the most powerful
weapon of modern times, stands as a
menace to governments encroaching on
the people's liberties. It is not to be
thonght of that the people o Ireland,
during this long period of reforms in
Europe have been idle spectaturs. Even
their enemies admit that in politics they
are apt pupil.. t many be talen for
granted that their earnest men in heir
patient waitng have learned fron those
reforms, and wisely noted the benefits
that have accrued from then, lu order
to apply them to their own land. The
Union has signally failed. The professed
object was to unite in strong bonds of
love the islands. No writer-not even
Froud in his historical romance-will
admit that this object has been attained.
What can be dune for poor Ire-
land ? used to be the yearly cry
of British statesmen. Some answered a
tenant right-bill, more Coercion. Both
have signally failed. As Moses of old
led the Israelites from darkness and
bondage, so does Mr. Gladstone propose
to dispel the darkness from England, thebandage from Ireland. Hie scheme je
the only one feasible. Tersely put, it
amounts to this. Bank of Ireland and
its army of dullards removed to some
less pretentioue building, a real live19th

century parliament establiahed in Col-
lege-Geen, iand the affairs of Ireland
condneted by lier own .people. Taxa-
tion to mean representation, and repre-
tsentativestobe neither Parnellites nor Me-
Caîthyites, but, honest sensible Irishmein
who will callmIy deliber ate what is hest
for their country. This scheme wil
cha>e away that hydra mouthed mon-
ster the Irish question, Litait pocr Hood
foiund nieceýssary to warn bis subscri»ers
tuat lie knew nnthing of its existence.
.I will ease the weary brain.oii many a
j irnalisis.mItwil! cure the insomiuia of
Gn'tldwin Sinitli, JAmes A. Fronde, Ed-
ward Dicey and'T. W. Russeil. It will
alluv the Times to reduice its size. and
lbecomte less sensational. IL wi'l kill
trish-or.tory in America aud end the
reign of 100,000 sweet singera of Ireland.
IL will save the virtuous, senr'itiv' daugh-
ter of Erin many a hard eaàrnied dollar.
The itinerant patriot will beconme a
rarity, and leeches valued a trifle. The
dri pi'ng wound will have been healed
amf bindages, medicines, doctors sent
about their business. For such blessings
let us Americans chaunt "l'e Deum," the
N'ew Ireland will sing the "Amen."
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