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man . would have " better success in convincing the
Catholics ‘of Bast: Toronto that the Christian Bro-
thers were no batter entitled to an act of incorpora-
tion *than vas. the Orange Socety {—and that.if
incorporation! be granted to the Ohristian Brothers,
then! it- would''be -right_to give the same to the
Orange | Lodges:™ It had also been a feature of the
sossion ‘that on_xiore than ol occasion the mem-
bersifor, Lincoln'and SOﬁth-foty, ha,d.n;«an in t]:le;r
8 ‘4o denounca;in strong’terms, and very un-
g:::::r:g laﬁjhage,ﬁ'the conduct of the Rev, Horracks
Cocks, -who, 6o thege hon.-genflemen alléged, had
in some of hig addresses before cmigratjon %%%ngs
in Gveat Britalp, made use,of  expresgions wilh, re-
fcrence to the-Catholics of Canada which could only
be considercd as insulting: and‘oﬁqps_ua; and these
hon. gentlemen sppeared totake:ft” very much to
heart thaot the Roman Catholics of the Province
ghonld have heen so insulted ; but hero was a
measare, the passage of whick through this
House would be a greater insult to tho Catholic
body than any words or cxpressions of a hundred
such men as Horrocks Cocks, and yet these
hon. gentlemen remained discreetly silent since :o'a‘e
first-singe. of this measire; and were-riow-giving
their votes and assistance towards placing upon the
statute books of this Province a standing insulf, if
not_actmal legislative. approbatien. of a standing
menace to the whole Roman.Catholic body. Some
hon. gentlemen opposite had -deemed it a fiting
thing o intimate to him that bis' opposition to this
m:asure would result disastrously to himself; and
the hon. member from Lennox had ventared upon a
prophecy, of which lLe (Mr. Fraser) had not quite
gathercd the meaning or purport. It was open to
the interpretation that hic might never again return
to Parliament, or that, though returning, he would
find himself in the unfortunate dilemma of being
what the member for Lennox had defined himself to
bo, “a sheep without a shepherd.” However that
might be, he (Mr. Frascr) bad never hesitated, to
speak out boldly and fearlessly on this, and on all

causs of the serious charges against Orangemen
containeddn them, be likely to arouse the feelings
of hon. gentlemon belonging to the Orange body,
and perhaps lead to warm retort and recrimination
on both sides. Ho was anxiously. desirous of avoid-
ing any scmblance of bigotry or intolerance or
harshness in bis discussion of this matter, and there-
fore he intended to cobfine bimself to "quotations
from Protestant statesmen and Protestant anthorities
only. Inso doing he was sure that the warmest
promoters of this Bill would not be fairly able to
urgo against him any charge of using either impro-
per or unfuir arguments. Hitherto. he hed avoided
all’ reference that could in the slightest be con-
sidered as offensive to the religious feelings of any
hon, gentleman present. He had always considered
this question a3 not in any sensc or in any way one
betwoen Protestants as a body, and Oatholics as a
body, but only one between, Orangemen and Catho-
lics, which was an cntirely different affair. But
though looking upon it in that light, he did not in-
tend to cite against this organization any of those
acts in its past history and- conduct which all out-
side of this Ornnge body, whether Protestant or
Catholic, ‘alike condemned. Beonuse were he to
cite theso things it would- immediately be charged
to him that he was endeavouring to excite feelings |
and. prejudices and animosites in the country, and
that he was appealing to these precjudices rather
than to good reason and sound argument. He be.
lieved that overy well-wisher of his country should
strive to allay these feolings, and for his part his
discussion of the [mcasure would, he hoped be
such as would show that he was such a well-wisher,
The hon. gentloman then proceeded to draw the at-
tention of the House to the fact that investizations
as to the Orange Socicty had been set on foot as
early as 1813, and that a committee had then entered
upor “an inquiry into certain illegal societics, call-
ed Orangein Ireland;” and on that occasion both
Mr. Canning and Lord Castlereagh concurred in de-
precating the existence of those lodges and Socicties.
A further discussion had arisen in the House of

was making actual enguiry into the orgnniza-
tion and its gobject.a and- tendencies here, and that
thereforo the subsequent action of the Imperial Par-
liament, was peculiatly relevant and in fact un-
answerable now as an argument against the present
measure. Hon, gentlemen could not.pretend to say
put what Orange lodges of this Province to-day are
precisely what they were in 1834, with perhaps this
difference, that the oath now sadministered to the
members is made more stringent and precise in its
wording, "And as they are now what they were then
in all egsential features, it followed: that the action
of England’s King end England’s Parliament ad-
versely to this Association, could to-day be fairly
quoted against this Society when now asking legis-
lative sanction to its existence. When Mr, Shiel's
motien as to addresses presented to the King from
certain lodges was before the English Commonsin
1835, Sir Robert Peel, who was then Chancellor of
the Exchequer, said that he had never sought to
conceal his opinions upon the subject, and that ne
bad always been of opinion that those who wished
for the tranquility and peace of Ireland ought not to
set the example of estalishing these dangerous as-
gociations, and above all that they should avoid lan-
‘Zuage which might tend to keep up the feelings
which engendered- them. - He (Mr. Fraser) wished
the House to understand that he had used Sir Ro-
bert Peel's exact words, and once for all would say
that throughout liis remarks to-the House, he would
as nearly as possible use the exact words of those
whose opinions he would cite. This dcbate on
those addresses, however, had reminded him that the
Lon. member for South Lecds had placed a particular
stress upon the fact that the Orange body of Ontario
had shortly after the visit of the Prince of Wales to
this conntry presented an address to the Queen at
the foot of the throme, but he begged io re-
mind the hon, member from Leeds that no reply
had cver been given to that address; and even if

such a reply bad been given it, would not have been
entitled to any weight in this discussion, as would

glous scntiments.,” Lord Jobn Rusesell, alse, when
not in Government, and on the debate referring to
lodges in theregular army, had stated broadly  that
he was an-enemy to all secrel sooieties, and if by
further inquiry, by the appointment of select Qom-
“mittees, or by any other mcans, they (the Commons)
‘might be better enabled to get at the.nature, the
tendency, and the extent of such societies, he for one’
shotld readily embrace those means, convinged as
he wasg, that insuppressing all secret societies he
should be doing that which would tend most to the
harmony of Ireland, and he might say to the peace-
ful profession of the religious sentiments of every
class of His Majesty’s subjects in that country.” This
was the” expression of Lord John Russell when he
wes in opposition and Sir Robert Pecl was in power,
but very shortly after-the Peel Administration went
out end Lord Melbourne’s Ministry came in, and in
thut ministry Lord John Russel! held the position of
Home Sccretary. It was under the Melbourne ad-
ministration that eccurred the debate on Mr. Hume's
motion, and during that debate Lord John Russell
made a lengthy specch, from which he would make a
few quotations. Lord John then said—amongst
other things—that he must express his strong feel-
itig- that the effect of these societies lhad been in-
Jjutious to the goed government of the country. He
(Mr. Fruser) wished to give the House Lord John's
exact words and they were thesc: “The moment
you create such societies and orgunise them into
districts and lodges, and so forth, you make a dis-
tinction between them and the other parts of the
King's subjects, who immediately form into similar
societies under some other denomination, and thus
institute a perpetual and ever recurring source of
quarrclling, discontent and insubordination. It is
another evil of these socictios, when they unite per-
sons of the lowest order with many of the highest,
that the lowest arc accustomed to look to those who
are high in authority in their own society as the
leaders whom they onght to obey, instead of obeying
the Crown and the depositories in whom the trust of
the Crown is placed. By sanctioning such societies

speech’ of Vigcount Melbourne, the

then administration, made in the Honigﬁg& e e
1835, 'on a motion of .the Marquis of L'ondum‘d;"m
relahv'e_\to ‘the Hbuse of Commons report on 3 der
Socletics in which*Viscount Melbourne gajq g
¢ adverse t all socisties of . secret chamote.". "%
tl_:qr'tl_;ey were corresponding societics of - 3'wh°‘
unions, whether they were presided oves b}']—m Mt
‘of the Blood or only by operative Mechanicy b o0
always' considered—althotigh he wag ‘b ;;‘,e e
they might comprehend many men of the hi "
honoer and sincerity—that they were ange; 'Bhest
The members of such'societies did" not 'l‘um‘:’,ou"-i
they had done, what thoy Were doing, or ;ha.t;wha.g
might do. And when the whole conduct of ﬂ;'me’
ciety was presented to their view, they wey ¢ So.
prised at the proceedings of which they, i
being aware of it, had been partakers, Hon
men in such societies unavoidably got intgmble
hands of men, of agents, who were seldom the
of the greatest discretion, of the purest motlilefson,
of the Lest conduct” Pretty strong worg, o o
these of Viscount Melbourne, and if he (Mr Isa were
had advanced them a8 bis own, no donbt ho aser)
{lemen supporting this Bill would haye a? e
that he was using inflammatory lap age asert
pealing to passion and prejudice, But beiz?? o
words and opinions of a premier of Englang § the
ever else might be said of them, they conlq ) what.
objected to by Orangemen as having been pmnot
by either intolerance or illibernlity, He reca]xln ¢
the attention of the House that Mr, Maxwe]] ol .
speaking of the Orange Society, of which ka %, in
prominent member, used the words 8ecret o?: i
societies,” because he (Mr, Fraser) wag objegt' m
the incorporation of the Orango Sociaty fom
reason, mainly, that it was a secret politica] & i e
and this admission of Mr. Maxwell might be Oclety,
be conclusive proof of this ground of objecicim:al :
had already pointed out that the Orange Agsor.:
in this Province was to-day what it wag in lg;‘l_ﬂhon
what the Orange Association here wag ip 183;':,’:5

othar matters and measures, and for the results on
himself he cared nothing ; and it might be as well
for hon. gentlemen to understand that thcy.could
noither frighten nor deter him by intimating or
‘threatening that he would not return to this House
again. He had never been indebted to Orangemen,
as a body, for anything but their resentment and
most bitter opposition, and were he but to give his | t 1 1
personal experiences of this organization, e might | introduced Into Scotland, and very quickly found
be led to say and assert things whiclh would give | their way into the regiments of the regular army.
hon. gentlemen opposite infinitely more reason to | The existence of Lodges amongst these regiments
accusec him of raaking inflammatory speeches, but | was ‘formally. brought' before the attention of the
that course he would studiously avoid. It was} English Parliament in March of the year 1835 by
wrong 1o acense hin of anything of that kind, and | the member for Kilkenny, who moved for a select
thoagh the supporters of this Bill had in more than | committce to inquire into the nature, character, ex-
one instance continued theic habits of intolcrance { tent nnd_ tendency of Orange :T..o 'ges, associations,
and made inflammatory harangucs, be would con- | or gocictics in Ireland. This inquiry disclosed the
tent himself with using the words and actions of | ramifications of the organization throughout the
others 23 reasons for his opposition to this measure ; | Army, and was fol'I_owud by an address from the
&o that to the very fullest he might avoid the charge | Commons to the King, and the reply thereto the
of attempting to arousc prejudices or feclings in | King made in August of 1835, acknowledging that
the country on the one side or the other. The | he had received an address and certain resolutjons
grounds upon which he based his opposition to this | on the subject of Orange lodges in the army, and
measure, were in effect that the Society was a sceret | saying that he owed it no less to the dignity of his
ane, that it was either political or politico-religious, | Crown than to the'safety of the country und the wel-
and that ils constitution and laws made it plain | fare of the army, to discournge and prevent any at-
that its objects were a standing menace and active | tempts to.intmdu_ge secret sogictics into its ranks,
antagonism to the Catholic population of this Pro- | and that it was his determination to ndopt the most
vince, and that for all these reasons statutory incor- | effectual means for that purpose, Mr. Fraser then
porrtion of the Assovintion would not only be im. | proceeded to call tho attention of the House to the
prudent but absolutely unwise, and if accomplished | subsequent action of the Imperial Parliamenton the
could only be regarded in the light of legislative | motion of Mr. Hume, the member for Middlescx, and
sanction and approbation of an organization which | to the opinions expressed during the course of tho
more than once bad been condemned by the Im- | debate consequent upon the motion. The debate
perial Parliament, which had frequently been (to | and everything connected with it, assumed special

Emancipation Act the Orange Lodges sprang up

Commons in 18327, and the result of these enquiries

appear clearly from the remarks of Bir Robert Peel,
who, in the debate referred to, said ' the main ques-

and the legislalion of the day was, as the hon.
gentlenran quoted ,from Blackmood that, all these
and similar Societies in Ireland were suppressed.
But immediately after the passing of the Catholic

both in Ireland and England—were subsequently

tion after all was this—did the Crown mean by re-
turning the answer to the addresses p}'esented by
the Orange socicties, to give any sanction to those
societies, or to declare an opinfon that exclusive
confederacies, whethier legal or illegal bound toge-
ther by secret oaths and declarations, werc socie!xcs
that ought fo exist; he (Sir Robert) had no hesita-
tion in saying that by a compliance with n mere
matter of form, or by tlie inadvertent usc of an ex-
pression, it was not the intention of the Crown or
Ministers to encourage any exclusive confederacy,
or to imply an opinion that such a confederacy was
lawful.”

At this point the hour for the discussion of
private bills had expired, and the debate was ad-
journed, Mr. Fraser stating that he would have to
occupy the timc of the House a considerable
length.,

ThHurgnay, March 20,

On Thursday Mr. Frascr resumed tho debate by
remarking thut he hoped anything he had saisl or
anything that he might say would not be received
as being intended to create any sectarian or re-
ligious feeling. He was sincerely desirous to avoid
any personal remarks of his own, which could in the
opiuion of any, even the most active supporter of
the measure, be construcd, as being prompted by
religious feeling. Defore taking up the opinions
expressud in the debate in the English Commons
he wished to again draw the attention of the House
to the action of the Old Parlinment of Canada on
the Secret Societies Bill in 1843. He had heard
this. scasen a good deal about Baldwin Reformers,

uze a mild term) unfavorubly critiolsed by the most | importance in view of the fuct that the Orange | and not a few of the hon. gentlemnen opposite were

inent Eoglish statesmen of all shades and parties | Society 'hud then_ cxtended to this Province, and
olitically, und which had been twice refused in- | that the investigation under Mr, Huine's motion em-

rrther proud at least seemingly so, of their being
what they call themseclves ¢ Baldwin Reformers.”

corporntion by the old Cnnadian Parliaments. He | braced an inquiry “into the working, cxtent and | Here wasa matter as to which Baldwin had pro-
kiad already at length given to the House the reply | character of the Orange body in this Provinee, Mr. | nounced unmistakal ly his opinion and his principles;

of Lord Palmerston in 1857 to the deputation of | Hume’s motion for a Committee was made on 10th
Orange officials who then waited upon him with a | August 1835, and was for the appointment of a select
vewnonsirence as to the non-appointment of Orange | Committee to inquire into the Orange Lodges in
Magistrates. That noble Lord then cxpressed his | Great Britain and the Colonizs. Thus it would be
opinion very strongly against the continuance of | suen two distinct Committees had in 1835 been ap.
the, Qraoge Lody, and intimated “that the very | pointed—one to inquire inte the Orange Associations
foundation on which it rests casts a reflection ou the | in Ireland, and the other into the similar Associa-
institutions of the Empiro that the protection of in- | tions in Great Britain and the Colonies. The Irish
dividuals should be left to the law of the land, the | Committee consisted of 27 members, of whom 13

formation of private associations for such a purpose | were Conservatives, one or two Neutrals, and the re- |

not being consonunt with or suituble to the spirit | mninder Liberals, and this Committee sat for over
of the 1imes in which we live; and that it was | live months, but closed withont making any report,
really offensive, a3 regards the Government and in- § The other Committeo was conmposed of twenty-cight
stitations of the country, to siy that the general | members,only one of whom swasa Catholic, and a1l of
government of the nntion was not adequate to pro- | wham were members from cither England or Scot-
tect individuals in their rights.” This was the de- | land, The facts brought out before these Com-
liberately expressed opinien of Lord Palmerston | mittees spread over a period of some forty years,
when leader of his Government, aud that continued | The English Committee, as it was styled, examined
{o be his opinion during all his public career. Be-| some eighteen witnesses, only onc of whom was not
fore however making further reference to the opin- | an Orangeman, and he was a’ Mr. Innis, a member
ions of Tmperiai statesmen he (Mr, Fraser) desired | of the Scotch bar, and tho other testimony before
to draw the special attention of the House to the | this Conmittee was almost entirely composed of ex-
fact that the old Parliument of Canada, under the
leadership of Robert Baldwin had passed a very
stringent measure for the suppression of all Secret
Societics ; 8o stringent indeed was it in its terms,
that such Societies as the Odd Fellows were in-
cludod within its provisions, and a petition was
presonted by the Odd Fellows praying that they
might be excluded from the offect of the law then
proposed. The Bill itself was styled “An Act for
the discouragement of Secret Sceietios,” and went to
its third reading on the 4th Novewber, 1843, and
was passed by a mnjority of 55 to 13. In the same
session of the sama Parliament there was also
passed an Act to restenin party processions. Later
on the Orunge organization arked the same Parlin-
ment for at Act of incorporation, wud weus vefused it
almost without & dissenting vuice, and later still in
1858, n similar attempt to get the snnction of sta-
tutory incorporation only passed a fivst reading by
the casting vote of the Speaker, aud on the same
day in a few minutes afterwards was on its second

the two Grand Lodges of England and Ireland. ¥He
agnin called the attention of the Housc to his in-
tention to exclude from his remarks all reference to
the various acts, whether of violence or otherwise,
proved against the organizution in the investigations

ceedings ot the Grand Lodge held in Portman

proceedings of the Committee,

tracts from the official correspondence and records of

before these Committees; but he wished the atten-
tion of hon. gentlemen to an extract from the pro-

Square on the 19th April, 1832, the extract being
one from the blue book or appendix containing the
It stated “that
with o view to extend the advantages of our excel-
lent institution in Upper and Lower Canada—for
the purpose, too, of disseminating ite principles far
and wide—on the recommendation of the Urand
Committee, whose members had examined docu-
ments aod testimonials of his eligibility, the Grand
Lodge have appointed Ogle Robert Gowan, Fsq, to
be the Deputy Grand Master of all the Provinces of
British North America, with the dependencies, volo-

reading defeated by a large majority within the
wallg of the very Chambier in which the House was
now asscmbled.  Previous to 1858 tho Orange body
had elso sought for incorporation in New Bruns-
wick, and thouch the mcasure succeeded in getting
through the L gislature then, it was subsequentiy,
and without hesitation, disallowed by the Home
authorities. In fact the Attorncy General of that
Province, then lending its Government, endorsed
the disallowance of the measure, Auncther Provin-
ciul Logislature—that of Prince Edward-—had also
passed, through its various stages, a bill for the in-
corporation of the Qrange body ; but that too had
never become law, becanse it had subsoquently been
disallowed. It was remarknble also that the men-
sure before the Parlinment of Cunada was, in its
terms, the saine as that now before the House, and
asked for nothing more, apparently, than the power
to hold lands and to suo and be sued in a corporate
capacity ; and precisely the same arguments were
then, a8 now, urged in its favor—that no harm could
result from the body being allowed incorporation,
for these. purposes, that its rofusal would not
weaken the organization, that - Catholic bodies had
been incorporated, and -that therefore it would be
unfair and invidious: to refuse like legislation to
Orangemen. In fact tho arguments offered in favor
of the present measure are precisely thoso uscd over
ang over again in the Colonies and elsewhere ; and,
always with the rame result that in the end pre-
vailed-—the wise judgment that it would not be
pradent or defensible Jegislation to grant any such
Act of incorporation,  This.action:of the. Provincial
legislatures was only in consonance with the pre-
vious and, subsequent action of - the Imperiul Parlia-
ment, and . Imperial ; statesmen. . He proposed. to
quotc to the House at some length the avtion of the |
Imperial anthorities, and. in,doing 5o he would avoid
all refgrence to thoso portions .of tho discussion in

nies and gettlements belonging, appertnining or ad-
jacent thereto” He (Mr. Fraser) found further on
that Mr. Gowan was stnted as-* desirous of being re.
cognised by the Grand Lodge of the Empire, and of
being undor the cognizance and command of its
royal and most illustrious Grand Mauster, and that he
wns certified to be not only a sound Protestunt and
most zvalous Orangeman, but worthy in every way
of filling the exalted and responsible situation to
which he was aspiring” This Mr. Gowan to whom
this nuthority was given appeared by the appendix
to have been declared by a Mr. Ryves Buker, the
Deputy Grand Tressurer of the Irish Orango Society,
to be & man of bad character, and the Grand Lodge
of Dublin actually forwarded documents in support
of the same opinion, and remonstrated against his
appointment by their English brethren on the
ground of his moral unfitnessand of their own juris-
diction over tho Canadas, This was in 1832, and in
the letter Look of the English Society there was
then the eatry of a rcport and communication from
the Grand Lodge of Qanada, for the year 1834, and
from this ho (Mr. ¥'raser) found that thers were then
12,853 Orangemen in Canada, divided under 17
county, 40 district and 154 private lodges. He also
found from the same appendix that the measuro of
allegiance of these 12,000 and odd of Orangemen
‘then in Cnnada was given by & Colonel Blacker, who,
on the authority of communications betwesn the
Otangeman of the North of Ireland with their brath-
ren in Canagde, boasted ‘“that the Orangemen of
Canada were then auxionsly watching' the proceed-
ings of the Government of England towards the
Protestants of Ireland; in ‘order’'to see what part|:
they shonld take as to assisting. England in the pre-
servation of Cannda; that in-fact their .devotion to |,
-the British Crown would be regulated by the conduct
of the Governmenit” in that respect.” "He drew the
attention of the Houseto these quotations from the

the Englieh Parliament which miglit possibly, be-

appendix in order to show that the Committee

and he, when leader of the Canadian Parliament in
1843, had introduced this mensure for the suppres-
gion of all secrets societics. 'Three different divisions
had been taken in the old Parliament on this
secret societies Bill, and the Baldwin Rcformers
were all to be found on one side, and that in fuvour
of the measure. In the final division on this gected
Societics Bill he found voting with Mr, Baldwin and
in favonr of the Bill such mm as Boswell and
Cameron—n nanie-sake of the hon. member for Eust
‘Forouto, who Mr. Fraser regretted was not following
his namvesake, but very stoutly stoud up for the Orange
body., Voting then with Baldwin, be also found
Childs and Christic and he (Er. Fraser) was happr
to know that in this House there was also a Chiristie
(the member for North Wentworth) also voling
in the same way, There was a Cook, too, who sap-
ported the Secret Societics Bill, and to-day tlicre
was also a Cook (the member for Dundas) unhesita-
tingly following in the same direction, The names
of Daly, Harrison, Hincks, (Sir Francix), Holmes,
Hopking, and Hamilton were also in the division
list with Baldwin. He wished that the hon. mem-
ber for Prescott, also & Hamilton, were now follow-
ing the Hamilton of that day, and not doing so un-
wise a thing as supporting nctively the Incorporation
of the Orange Institution. Desides those already
named there were Killaly, D. McDonald, John Sand-
fickd Macdonald, Melville, Howard, Simpson, Small,
Wakefield, Price, Prince and others. The Prince of
that day was he believed the futher of the present
member for Essex, and it was gratifying to him (Mr.
Fraser) to now find the son loyally adhering to the
opinions of the father, to at least the extent of not
encouraging the Orange Society by incorporating
that body, Most of those whom he had named from
the division list were Baldwin Reformers, and it was
not yet too late fora number of the Lon. gentlemen
present, who called themselves “Baldwin Reformers,”
to full into line and rccognize the correctness of
their old leader'’s views, and to follow now the vote
of their party predecessors on this question, He
observed that the hon. member for South Brant,
who had been absent trom his seat yesterday, was

now in his place, and "he (Mr. {Fraser) desired to
draw that hon. kentieman’s “attention to his state-
ment that if the Orange Association could be said
to be a political one, that the House could not for a
moment entertain a Bill for its incorperation, He
(Mr. T'raser) hoped that before he concluded he
would have proved to the satisfaction of the hon.
member for Brant that the Society was not only
political, but for other reasons was not such an or-

ganization as should be receiving the active en-
couragement of an Act of Incorporation from the
House. With these,as it were, desnltory remarks, he
would proceed with bringing forward the opiniony of
English statcsmen as expressed in the debate in the
English Commons to which he referred yesterday,
reminding the House that yesterday he had made
specin] mention that the debate in question included
within its scope the Orange body now asking for
incorporation. Mr. Fraser then quoted from Han-
sard, showing that in addition to Sir Robert Peol's
opinion quoted yesterdav, and which he (Sir Robert)
had expressed when & member of the Englivh Gov-
ernmont, ho had also in’ a subsequent debate of the
samo year said, that “ he was sure it would be for
the tranquility of Ireland, that an end should be
pat to all the Secret Societies in that conntry—that
the cxistence of any of them was an evil, inasmuch
as it held out & bad oxample to others—and that his
opinion and his wish were not only that an end
should be put to all such associations, but he also
wished to see the spirit in which they originated,
entirely and cflectually suppressed” And in the
samo speech, Sir Robert Peel, then the leader of tho
opposition, expressed his readinesson the part of the
Opposition te move and support & motion for an ad.
dreas to ‘His Majesty, praying for the taking of such
steps as to the King “ might seem’ most desirabloto
discountenance all Secret Sociaties haying sccret signs
and excluding persons on account of difference in reli-

youdo so far weaken the allegiance of the subject
that you give him two leaders—you give him two
sovereigns instead of one. And while in the one
case there is required only that abstract alleginnce
which yields to mo passion, in tbe other there isa
combination of party and passion and scctaring fecl-
ing, making the difference between an obedience to
what is salutary and beneficial, and an obedience to
what is turbulent and factious. It is another evil of
these sogictics—and Iam speaking now of their
natural comstitution—it is another evil that being
thus supported by their leaders und imbued with
party feeling, they hold to that party fecling in spite
of the supremacy of the law.. Thus a state comes
to be divided into parties suspiciously fearful of
each other, and when a case is Urought into a court
of law, instoad of its being decided on the principle
of justice, those united in these societies think the
prosecution is directed againstthem, and in this way
hostile party fecljngs are generated, which are most
injurious to the pure and quict course of Justice?
Further on. ip the same debate, Lord John Russell
rcferred to the opinion of Lord Caledon, who, in his
examination before the Committee, hael said that he
neither did nor would subscribe to the position that
the word Orangzeman mcant DProtestants generally,
that he considered the Orango system as tending to
disunite Protestants, when their religion alone
shonld be a sufficicnt bond for their unjon, that every
subject of these realms was bound to look to the
laws of his country exclusively for protection in all
cases ; and it was most dangerous to inculcate upon
the population of this empire, thut it was unsafe tor
them to do so, that he (Lord Caledon) not ouly ob-
Jected to the foundution of all party associations on
these gronnds, but likewise from their teudency to
give individuals a  power and influence unknown to
the constitutfon. That admirable and conciliatory
speeck—and even the promincnt Orangemen, then
members of the House of CGommons, were compelled
to land its tone and temper and good sensc—that
speech of Lord John Russell was closed with n fow
concise rentences remuarkable for their apt applica-
tion to the discussion on this measure now before
the House, Mr. Fraser read Lord John Russcll's
concluding words whick were as follows: % The
Protestunt, the Catholic, the Presbyterian—cvery
man of cvery fuith—should deem the British Con-
stitution and the British law suflicient for his pro-
tection without any other anxiliary. If thesc are
not found sufiicient, let complaint be made to Par-
linnent, and if ministers, on such complaint, neglect
their duty, then let the blame rest upon them, and
let punishment follow, If the Judges of the land,
or any person in trast, do not perform their duty
purcly, impartially and uprightly, let complaint be
made in Parliament of inattention and partiality, and
let that complaint be strictly aud promptly attenced
to. With these obscrvations I will conclude by im-
ploring the well-disposed of all partics to dismiss
from their thoughts all reliance upor. such false,
inadequate, partial and mischievous protections as
those Societics afiord, and to rely only upon the
laws and the constitution. Sueh socictics are only
calculated to subject upright and well-disposed men
to the machinations and practices of the vilest ad-
venturers. For the good and the virtuous—and
good and virtwous men belong to the association—
these scered societies aro powerless and useless, but
thqy arc otk useful and powerful for mischief to
active und designing intriguers. Let all good muen,
then, abandon them, and confide in the pewers of
the constitution for the upholding of justice and of
frecdom—coufide tooin that publicity of proceeding
which is one of the great elements of the constitu.
tion” To these words of Lord Johm Russell he
thought nothing could well be added. When one
considered that they were the words of a responsible
Minister of the Crown ; that they were well weighed
nod expressed a deliberate opinion formed upon the
patient five montlis’ investigation of the Committues,
how forc}bly did they not, as he continued, apply to
the continuance of the Orange organization in this

and so when Mr. Maxwell then spoke of t
to which he belonged, and of which he
the most prominent members, as
litical society, it really proved the whole ¢
established beyond coniradiction that the
Assoctations of Ontario were secr
in the same scnse as were the
were condemned by the House
on the motion of Lord John Russel!
continued to quote from Hansard, and th
of leading politicians, and to commen
thereon. Leading and prominent Oran
taken part in that debate—amongst ofh
puty Grand ‘Treasurer and Deputy Gran
andlnot one of these had made an
Lord John Russell's motion, exce 7

plained of the words © Orange Dot fhey con.
serted specially in the motion, when t
% political socictics” in the smine
they argued include within its meanine

Societics. That very objection to e tho Orage
sell's motion was also a conclusive
Fraser’s) position that the Orange b
more nor less than a sccret politi
cause in trth the Orange memberg
Commons did not pretend to deny i
contrary.

Private Bills bad expired,

ing of the House on the
spoken at length on the subject
occasions, when he gave expression
hlis own views as those of others.
the opivions of Sir Robert Pecl, whe

the Exchequer, and also when o ot omecllor of
Parliament, to show that he h
that he was opposed to the Orange Association gnd
all other sceret societics,
shown that within these very walls
tion to that now asked for had been refused twice
Ly the old Parliament of Canada, and he had re.
ferred to the action of Mr. Robert Baldwin in the
matter of secret sosietivs,
Inidl down his views just as strongly as Sir Robert
Peel, and the Imperial Parliament had, after hear-
ing the reports of a committee of vaqniry, taken
strong cround against the existence of all secret
socictivs, including, of course, the Orangre,
speaker) had quoted these past records with & view
of shawing that he was not taking a bigoted stand,
or au illiberal one.
the present Bill out of the House ; but he did ot
propose to do anything of the kind, for he did not
desire auy ill-feelings which might spring up from
the mcasure should, in any sunse, be lad to his
charge, and he wished to discuss it with quict feel-
ings,and to make a conciliatory specch. If he
were lo give his own feelings as regards the Society,
and relate his own experience of it, he would have
to speak with great warmth, But he proposed to
still connine his remarks almost entirely to giving
to the House the views of other persons on the sub-
jeet. Hon. gentlemen would remember that he had
already mentioned the fact that the New Brunswick
Legislatnre passed a Bill some years since to incor-
porate the Orange Soctety; but the Attorney-Gen.
eral said that he would advise the Crown to disallow
it, and that it was disallowed accordingly. There
wag thus an additional, substantial reason why this
House should not give legislative sanction tos body
which should not have it. The speaker proceeded
to quote the opinion of Mr. Hume, the member for
Middlesex, who declared that the Orange Society
hind not only extended its ramifications throughout
Ireland, but was spreading confusion throughout
Scotland, and Mr. Hume took very decided ground
against allowing the organiztion to exist. That
gentleman quoted the evidence of a Scotehman
named Innes, to the effect that in Scotland Orange
Lodges were continually disturbing the peace; that
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Mr. Fraser had not concluded when the hour for

. Mosnay, M, 2
In resuming the debate on Monduy,’ A6k 24,

Mr. Fraser said that he proposed to test the feel-
motion, He Lad already
on two previong
not so much to
He had quoted

a private membor of
ad distinctly declared

He (the speaker) had akse

similar legish.

Lord John Rnssell had

1le (the

He might, if he so wished, talk

Province, where there was not a shadow of an excuse
for such a society. He could conceive the pro-
moters of this Bill, making some pretence of argu-
ment to Justify in days long past, the cxistenco and
continuance of Orange Socicties in Ircland ; but
supposing such a state of affuirs to be admitted, for
argument’s sake, to have had place in Ircland—and
he wished hob. gentlvmen to bear in mind that he
did not make any such admission except it were for
argument’s sake and that alone—the first essentinl
difference in this Province consisted in the propor-
tion of Protestants and Catholics in the population,
That alonc would entirely alter  the character and
tendency and nceessity of Canadian Orangeisin,
Here the Orange Society had nobody of Catholics of
which it could even pretend to bo afraid or have any
fears, and, therefore Orangeism here could be no-
thing more nor less than bigobry and intolerance.
and unless polities were its real ond and object and
glelpcnt, ono could scarcely realize what else could’
b its objects or purposes. Mr. Maxwell, a leading
Orangeman, who took part in the debate in the
Commons, had said “ that secret political societies
were in themselves great evils and codld only be
Jusuﬁe_d upon the ground of there being an.absolute
necessity for their existence,” and of. courae he (Mr.
Maxwell) attcrapted to justify ‘the existence. of
Orangeism in Ireland on the ground that Protestant
institutions were threatoned with extinction. * But
even on Mr. Maxwell's ground what justification .
would there be, or could there bo, for the perpetua-
tion of the Orange Lody.'in :Ontaric? What hon,
gentloman in his sensgs would dave .to assert 4hat
therc was any such. neeessity here? - To sny that
Protestant institutions in this Province were in any
sense in danger much ley'thireatengd with cxtine-
tion, would only‘leave ong open to bo laughed at
for the utter nonsense of such 'an assertion, Here
Mr. Fraser read from Hansard an  extract from a

the Ribbonmen were compelled to organize in seif-
defence ; that the Catholics united in self-dsfence
against the Omngemen, Mr, Hume moved a etrong
resolution against Orange legislation ; and he (M.
Fraser) asked the House to remember that the com-
mittec which enquired into the Orange .Societics of
the old country also enquired into the working of
the Orange Society in Upper Canada. Mr. Patton, an-
other member of the Imperial Parlinment, also drew
up a resolation on the subject praying the King to
suppress the " Orange organization.
point to bo gnthered from ‘tho duvbate in the
Imperial Parliament was that oven the leading met
of the body in the House of Commons, when Lo
John Russell’s resolution was under consideration,
only took thesimple ground that the words ¢ Orange
socicties” should be omitted, as they pointed out in
an insulting or invidious sense, the Orange members
held, that that organization specially was intended
to be supprussed, There. was also Mr. Smith
O'Brien, who was not one who would look at the
matter from a Catholic standpoint, but who was 0p-
posed to the existence of Orange and other secrét
socletics, a8 was. also Viecount Melbourne who ob
jected to the Orange Saciety, believing that gacret
‘societies were- dungerous to the public peace -A
resolution had been unanimously passed by tbe
English House of . Commons, urging upon the King
the taking of such mcasures s would lead to the
discontinuance of the existenco of Oranige Lodges
and sceret religious socicties generally, The Im;
‘perial House, aftor due delibevation on the report o
‘s committec which labored for five weeks, &nd
-which:took its, evidenco,; chiefly - from Orangemel,
,cartied the following, resolution nem con—! That 80
-humblé addreks be presented ¥ His Majesty, Pﬂ{s
"ing that His Majesty will bo graciously plqa_svf‘bl.‘
‘take ‘such-meaguras'as may be considered desla
for the effoctual discouragement ef Orange lodg®h

‘A strong -

'




