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. NOTICE.

-The present issue of the Nrws has been de-
" layed in consequence of arraugements in progress
for the transfer of the copyright and proprietor-
ship to other parties, full particulars of which
will be ’given in » future issue. The change, it
. may be said, iz likely to result in considerable
alterations aud improvements im the paper
itself,
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Monireal, Saturday, Dec. 80. 1882.

THE WELK.

Tar short criticism upon the title of the
capital of the Russiau empire, which appeared
in this column last week, has attracted more
notice than was originally claimed for ir. The
Gazeite reviewer is indignant at the impatation
cast—though certainly withoat intention—upon
his geographical koowledge, and comes to the
front with no less an sothority than Mr. Fegene
Schuyler, to deny simply the statement made
in this paper, and to endeavor to write me down
an ass. Nevertheless, be it ssid, even as the
great Homer sometimes sieeps, so is the great
Schuyler at times a trifle off the mark, and had
I space, 1 should be glad to entertain the
readers of this paper with some extracts from
other works of his, principally translations from
the Rus:ian, which are both amusing snd in-
structive in view of his alleged omuiscience.

But to Mr. George Murray, who writes in the
Stay of last Saturday on the subject, 1 owe a
debt ~f gratitode for the extract from Notes and
Oueries, which seems to settle the question as
far as the original name of the city is concermned,
a point upen which 1 am glad te be corrected.

Nevertheless, any one who spoke of cur own
city as Ville Marie, would handly be able to per-
snade the inhabitants of Montreal that this title,
though the original, wasthe correct name of the
city in question, and the fact remains that
** Petersburg,” so called, is the appellation by

~ whick the Hussian metropolis is known amongst
its own inhabitants, as, indeed, Mr. Maurray him-
self admits, Thaz thisis a faet, I can vouch for

~upen my own authoerity, and lest the Gasette
should prefer dr. Schuyler, I will add the fol-
lowing passage from a recently-published sketch
of life in Russia, “The Tsar’s Window,” which
-1 opened at rapdom a few dayssince. It will be
found on p. 24 of the No Name Series edition—
if perchance another there be :

 Last week there was a grand review of all
the troops about Petersburg Russians drop the

‘Y Baint )

It may be worth while adding as a remarkable
coincidence, that I had never scen the passage
in Notes and Queries until I read it in the Star,
while the question therein propounded criticizes
the supyposed sanctity of Peter the Great in almost
the same words as T unwittingly employed.

{Sinee writing the above, | have been reading
“Tit for Tat,” a story of Russian life, in the last

© pumber of Harper, by Charles Reade, 2 writer
" who, whatever his faults, is generally most ac.
© cura*:iu the local color of hix sketches. Through.

" out this atory, the city, which is often referred
*to, is invariably, called Peteryburg.—Ep.}
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. Tue appointment of an Archbishop of Canter-
buary in place of the late Dr. Tait, whose portrait
appears on enother page of this paper, is in any
case an important event for the Chorch of Eng.
land, especially in the position in which its re-

- lations with the State are now placed, and na-
turally the eyes of all patties in the Church have
been  eagerly turned npen Mr.' Gladstoue, ‘to

~whom they have ¢ach ‘looked for the considera.

© W

“pointment of Dr. Benson no political purpose

bighdp is iiot only a staunch Conservative, but
. wag the nominee of the late Lord Beaconsfield
for.the See of Truro. This significant fact makes
"'the victory of the High Church garty all ‘the
. ‘more - marked, and when to the:-Archbishop's
well-known principles is added ‘the fact that he

tion of their peculiar claims. That in the ap-

“hes been followed is evident,'forthe nsw Arch-

% a comparatively young, and a vren;tirkably:
energetic ma, it must bo ovident that kis in.

fluence upon the future of the Church must ba
very great.

Tux present writer may be allowed, perhaps,
a sort of personal interest in the appointmnent,
inasmnch as for eight years he was at Welliugton
College under Dr. (then Mr.) Benson, and for
more than half that time under his pemsonal
teaching in the sixth form. As a head master,
he was one of the most successful of bis time. He
came to Wellington, then a new school, founded
in memeory of the great Duke, at the suggestion,
and uopder the'supervision of the Prince Couxort,
numbering some sixty or seventy boys, with all
its future before it, and ithat future almost en.
tirely dependent on the character and conduet
of its head. He left it fifteen vears later, with
a role of nearly four bundred, and applications
for admission so numerous that it now takes
several years to gain admission for » pupil ; and
with a ¢laim to rank amongst the grest public
schools, which no one can question, and a good
reputation not only at the Universities and
Woolwich, bat in the playing fiolds and at
rrinces. A hetter record than this no head
master can have.
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As 3 class teacher Benson was remarkably
sucressful.  Hia range of general knowledge was
very extensive, and, what is more annsual, re-
markabiy accurate. It was scarcely possilide,
either {u the class room (or at the dinner table
in later days) to propound auy subject to which
hs was unable to contribute some facts, often
garnished with copicus quotaticns, and ipvari.
ably correct so far as they went. His lessons
were filled with miscellaneous illastrations, and
bat for an occasionsl loss of temper, when some
unfortunate was likely to sutfer, were fascin-
ating in the exireme. Those who read with
him in those days will never forget the way in
which he piled up chairs and tables, diction.
aries and canes, in illustration of the siege of
Plataa, nor how he scrambled along the recks
with Ulysses, or pranced in imitation of the
vouag horse in the Georgics. But he was more
thau an amuosing tzacher.  His scholarship was
very ripe and wonderfully accurate, and in his
hatred of a {alse quantity, ke forgot occasian.
ally the Christian precept of loving the. sinner
in spite of his sin. Ehew ! sugazes We ean
see his good qualities now more cleariy than
perhaps we saw them then. Bat the moral of
all this tale perhaps more than auy other, is
his thoroughasss as master, a3 chancellor, as
bishiop, and now, we doubt not, a3 Primate of
Eogland. - He had, more than any man [ can
remember, that essential attribute of success-—
backbone. And the Church of Fagland will yet,
1 believe, see how stifl it is.

INDEPENDENCE.

There are two important feelings at present
dimly striving in the Canadian wmind.  The de-
scription of these two feelings must be trite.

On the one hand we look backward to our
iesu« from the victorious mother of nations,—
the just, the noble, the enlightened leader of the
world, We look homeward to thoso islands the
blood of whose races—and along that histery
the blood. of whose heroes—ilows in ourselves.

We cast glances over the globe upon empires and

territories the extent of which ne other con.
quest could ever boast--upon Australia, India,
South Africa, this Dominion, and the host of
isles and dependencies, citics, stronghalds, sta-
tions and protectorates scattered thickly through
every region. We belicld an invineible navy
prepared to assert our rights and power at every
spot and juncture where they can be called in
question or defied.  From bullying and war we

rest secured by the silent power of vur mother, |

whose interference for our salety we canuot fora
moment doubt. We appropriate the victories,
the history, the acientific and lterary preatige of
those brilliant islands and while we set foot
upon ** the empire on which the sun never sets,’’
are proud to repeat of them all “Civis Romanus
sam.”  A- strong current of . affection - inter.
mingles with this spirit of triumph. = Our hearts
are bound to the ancient, stable forms and in.
stitutions of Britain e '

... “Slowly broadening down

From pracatfz.nt to precedent,’’ ,
to the cheerfnl customs of our fathers and- theijr
forefathers,” and to the kindness, truth and

courage of the social atmosphere which pervades
their literature.  We acknowledge the vigorand
generosity of England's aid to us in early stages
of governmont and existence when we were weak
and often quernlons, however stanuchly loyal.
1t was, and continues to be, the relation of mo-
ther and sons ; we went out for her, and she has
doue her duty by us. It ia with trus sympa.
thetic brotherhood that we regand the thought-
ful emulation of the statesmen in their strivings
towards the niean of Progress aud Stability.
We are one family and long may we remain so.
This is the interpretation of the feeling which
utters prayer for Queen and Empite, and whose
ideal is lLinperial Federation.

The other desire is that for distinct nationsl
existence. It is a simple and ressonable result
of natural causes acting upon natural human
minds and hearts, and unless ackoowledged as
such with liberality, ix not traly nonderstood. It
is neither self.conceit ner mere' impatience of
salusary restraing, but precisely what personal
indupendence is to the individus! man-—the most
admirable and respectsd companent in charac-
ter—and rises from the positivn and prospects of
our country as naturally as ita Jandscapes reveal
themselves when looked at. Fimt of all, we
become attached to the objects with which the
pleasures of life have been long asseciated, such
s our homes, sports and customs, the hillsides
down which we have tobogganed, the lake
where in summer we fish and hunt, the forest,
the inspiring dash of mpids and fow of St. Law.
rence.

This is in fact our native land and it is im-
possible to reganl any other with the same
emations. Then there is the bond of social
interest. Canala has attaived a population of
four millicns and a half, a large commerce and
cotumrercial marine, great snd fine cities, general
camfort, a high average of education, reputation
for enterprise, facilities for neariy every tasta or
purszit.  The Lend is s0 extensive, fertile, and
mighty in featurss and rescurces that its progress
in the past is an unfuiling earnestof a wonderful
future, Wa see our wvoung nation lifting its
hojwful ¢yes and preparing to rus the common
raes towanis perfect social geed, and we ery
HGad bless her.”” We'feel that this rare must
e run alone to a great extent--that she mnst
not be hamperad by the special gait and handi-
capy of the Matron.  And »he must (eel no re-
straint, but distinctly that she is free. In
other words Canadian manhood demands that it
shall be its own absolute master (0 work out its
own problems ; and this is the unqualified posi.
tion of the * Independence’ partv,

Now the great mistake made by nearly every
one is that these twofeelings are not compati.
ble. Whereas they are compatible. And the
ditliculties auly reside in'the plaus which a man
elabiorates after he has seen only one side of the
truth and espoused that zide. | see uo reason
why we should not simply analyze what we
waut, anmd do not want, from both poiuts of
view and then construct a plan preserving the
advantages of both. Independésce need not
Honor and relationship and
governmental bonds arranged in 2 convenient
and expressive system, growing out of the ald
relations and institutions, are more than possi.
ble in soch a caae as the British Colonial Ques.
tion presenta,

mean separation,

1t may be a surprise to consider thatof all the
things the Separationist objects to, every one
can be remedied with comparatively little dis.
tarbance——which is a qreat relief to most of us,
I am sure, couvinced of the impossibility of
former schemes of Federation, aud of the rea:
sonability and attractions of true Independence,
-yet loth o relinquish our layalty to the Crown
and the greatnesa and acenrity of the Empire.

The  principal - difticulty is constitutional.
Detractors can always quote to us the acéepted
maxim that whatever power the Home Govern-
ment confers it has the pawer to revoke ; and
say that our privileges have that derivation und
in gm’efgen"c_vk are snbject to the maxim; and
adduce such evidence as the 18th section of the
British North America Act, restricting the ** pri-
vileges, immunities and powers'* of our Parlin.
ment to equivalents of '* thoss at the passing of
thiz Aet held, enjoyed and exercised” by the
Parliament at home. This objoction is well
taken. - The: principle of ** subjection Lo sub.
jectw’" is bad and contrary to-the {nstinct of the
situation and will most certainly train large

consequences,—for nations have lives of such
length that evonts are sure to happen during.
them which might Dbe improbable for short
perlods. . Now English statesmen have always
ncted fairly 10 us aud would be willing, 1 am
sare, to acquiesco in the enunciation of Inde.

pendence az a new  constitutiooal principle

emanating from our own Aet. . We ought
to commit some such act, and do it Ly ar.
mngement with the Home Government ; but
without renunciation or alteration of our alle.
gianes to tue Crown as ourhead. The Downing
Street connection ahould silently disappear.
The Empire can be thrown into a flexible form
by siniple provisions, such as that for scparate
diplomatic representatives where necessary, as
at Paris, and joint, or morely English, ropresey.
tatives at places of lesser intercourse with s,
Then the time is come too when we should con.
tribute to the defences on which we depend, and
have some thing of a definite compnet rexpecting
them ; and this agaiu wonld ba matter of con-
venicuce and a0 forth. The essential [wint i«
that Tmperial relationship can and should b
definitely flexible.  Not intending to multiply
words but rather to offer a serious propasition

I need not make further dotail.
W Lessoarn:,

MIRACLES,

[t is graerally assumed by thise who anta.
gonize with Chiristianity that mirscles are irre.
coneiliable with the uniformity of Nature's
operation.  Their adveocates are rominded that
the universe is govern~d by law, that law reizns
everywhere, that its course is hever interrapted,
anit that it paver could have been ser aude,
While this claim for supmmacy may be conceded
without debate, ¥ot it is questionable whethier
all that i sald reganting it fnvinlabifity s aus
ceptible of proof, ur in even logically invalved
in the premise.  To sn atheist, who not oniv
denies the existence of & personal Ged, bot the
freedom of man’s will, and wko reduces the
universe to the level of a dead machine, it 14
evident that what he calls law can never o ses
aside or held in abeyance, for 1o him there i
no being anywhere to attempt saeh an under.
takiog. The atheistic coneeption of the universe
necessanily rxciudes the powibility of miracle.,
and it renders them superiiooas.  Bul where
thin congeption i pjecied, and its opposite is
firmly held, it caunot be shown that evvasional
deviations frtom the erdtusry action of Jaw am
prejudicial or derngatery to its aniformity. 1§ .
there i3 2 God, he muxt be abouve the law that
he administers and he would ceane to be G
were he ao bonnd by it that under no cireum.
stanees he conld subordinate 1t 1o bhis infinit:
will, A Schlegel has aaid, it must be o the
Divige power to suspend the laws of mature, tn
interfere directiy with thiern, anid, as it were, to
intercalate among them sowme higher and tmme-
diate operation of his power, as an exception to
theic uniform development,  For, na in the so.
oial frume of civil life, the author and giver of
the laws may onmasionally set them amde, ar, in
their alministration, allow certain special cases
of exception, even sn it is with Nature's law.
giver.” Fallewing this iliuatration, is it not
clear that, ax the exemptions alladed to in etvil
government do not in reality derange its onler
or unsettle its course, s those which seenr in a
wider plan and the Divine administration can-
not be fairly charged with any wuch evil conae.
quences ! [t way likewise be said 1o those whe
wonld make the Almighty a slave to hix own
enactments, that as there ar Jaws, such as
those of rlectricity, whivh conld not ‘be diseor-
ered or brought into piay by man until he had
attained his prewnt degroe of rnlightenment,
30 there may be Jaws which regulats these ovents
‘called * miraclen,” which cannot be knawu or
hrought inte requisition by any being whase
intelligence and power are short of Diviar, 1
this is admisaible, then it follows that miracles
are ot even a deviation from the laws ol nature,
bat only an application of lawx which lis excio-
sively within the scope of the Almighty, and
that their operation no more disturls the harm-
ony of the universe than the electric light is
likely to derange the solar system, - An English
writer finds a crude exemplifieation of this
thought in the fumous Straabug clock. He
stood one day and watched it steadily marking
the seconds, minutea, hours, days of the week,
and phases of the moon, whoen suddenly the
figure of an angel tormed up. his hour-glass,
another struck four times, and desth struck
twelve times with metal’ marrow-hoges to in.
dicate noon ;- various figures passed in.and oot
of the door-ways, the twelve apostles  marched
one by one before the figure of l{\eir Master, and
& bross cock threa times flapped its wingy, threw
back his head, and cmwe(r. AL this, " snys
the scientist, *“ was an nich & part of the de-
signer's plan ns the ordinary marking of time,”
and he had providad for it in advance, and the
mnchinery for its execation was so arranged as
to cone into play at n definite moment. So
(iod may have prepared the universe from the
beginning with a view to miracles, may have
orderad 1ts laws in such & manner thot at the
predetarmined. hour in - his  providenco these
wandetful phenomena lionld appear,-and bear
convinciug tostimony 1o his own power aml
greatness, Lo : - : i
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