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'I’HE MINISI‘ERIAL BANQUET AT
R OTTAWA

The pohhcﬂ event of the week was the
banquet tendered to Sir Joms A. Mac-
poxaLp and his colleagues at Ottawa, - Its
importance is'such that it cannot be over-
looked, especially from the fact that'the

" demonstration overflowed the limits of a
“local tribute and was’ attended by repre-
sentatives:of every single province of the
~Dominion. * In its spect'tcular features the
banquet was in the highest degree success-
ful, the decorations of the hall, the symbo-
“lie mottoee. the floral treasures and  the
music being arranged in’ the best taste.
The enthusiasm was genuine and univer-
versal. 'The Ministerial party found an
echo for its pent-up feelings on the oc-
‘casion, and it must he confessed that the
outburst was'a concentrated expression® of
confidence and fealty to its leaders.  But
the main feature was, of ' course, the
speeches, and. seldom has any ypublic
gathering heen favored with so many sub-
stantial and authoritative discourses, the
wonder of which will bo less when our
readers are informed that the principal
orators were such men as Sir Jomy A.
Macpoxarp, Sk Leoxsrp. TILLEY, SIR
Cuaries TurPEr, SIR ALEXANDER GALT
and Hox. Mr. Laxceviy.  The speech of
the evening was Sir Joux’s. . Seldom has
the Right Tonourable Kaight been in hap-
_pier mood. Throughout he displayed the
best qualities of lus oratory~—humor, epi-
nmm, anecdote, genuine sentiment, and a
retrospect -of his. long political career.
Among his political announcements were
two which deserve attention. The first,
that his government were ‘determined to
keep strict faith: with British Columbia in
the matter of the Pacific Railway, and the
other, that trade relations were very soon
to he opened with Brazil. - He took occa-
sion to declare also, that so long as.we
were living under a mon'uchy w1th Her
- Most. Grmclous ‘Majesty as the source and
fountain of honor, Canadians should take
~ pride in accepting titles from the Impu'ml
'Govermnent "lhl% is -+ sensible.. - Such
. titles are so-many hnks that attach . us ‘to
.~ British institutions. : Hardly. less impor-
" tant was’ the speech of - Sir - Lrox: ARD
“Tizey. © Coming fresh from visits to” our

o .m'lnufacturelb in Ontario and Montreal,

he was enabled to give his views on the
" ‘genetal results. of the National’ Pohcy

'lhese he pronounced_satisfactory. on the

whole, and; he publicly reiterated the

prmmse made previously on different oc-
- “casions, ‘that” he: was_ prepared ‘to ‘make
~‘such” alterations -and modifications in the
" tariff as would tend ‘to'make that instm-
‘ment of the greatest’ benefii to the greatest
number. - Outs1de of all party spmt it
~‘must” be ac]\nowledn'ed that such a dis-
i-posmon 18 'a wise one, tesufymw to-a
" génuine.’ desive - of helpmfr the . general
 Svants of the country as-much as posmble.
Str LEoNARD further stated; what must:be
" ‘a source of rfrat1ﬁc'xt1 io. ftll w1thout dis-
“tinction - of ‘party, that the balance ' of
" revenue and expendltme for t,he fiscal

f'uLh

dnd 3pain; the’ ﬁrst instanice of the kind in |
ressed | -

same dlrnctlon would be frrante( ’J.‘his is|.
a very important step, Ie'ulmrr up to ‘com-
morcial independence, and ‘opening up
new horizons for this young country. Stz
ALEXANDER GALT goes out 'within a few
days as Minister Resident i in London with
all the prestme and “authority of o Colo-
nial Minister. ~ He will ‘watch all: our -in-
terests - at home—-pxomoi;mfr ewigration,
making - commereial treatles, negotiating
loans when needed, and acting as nreneral
intermodiary bet\veen Ottawa and. the
Court of St. James. We have a right to
expect the best results from this mission,
the 1mport'1nce of ‘which - is such that we
shall have occasion to speak of it again.
Hox. Mr. LANGEVIN ‘confined himself o
the constitutional question, and most of

of Frerich Canadian lo;nlty and adhesion

chimed in nicely with the general enthu-
siastic feeling of the evening.  Altogether
the b‘mquet was . a swmﬁc'mt oune, and
whether regarded as a° ‘party -demonstra-
tion or not, must do’ nrood in strengthening
our faith in the destmles of the Donnmou ;
and stimulating the energies of all toward
the plosecutlon of whatever may tend
to make those destinies more enduring and
more bullnnt

;_S‘A’NI TARY QO]II MISSION.
To the Editor of CANADIAN ILLUQTR.\"I‘I]D NEws.

Sir,—The rapid spxead of typhoid fever, and
the continual outbreaks of diphtheria and small.
pox in this eity, naturally lead one seriously
to consider whether the Sanitary Inspector
and Board of Health are able, orare incompetent,
to cope with the existing evil ; and, if not able,
or too incompetent or ap.xthetlc is1t not time the
citizens themselves should take the sanitar y
question vigorously in hand and adopt some
measures to remedy the evil and redeemn us from
the repronch of possessing oue of the most uu-
healthy cities in North America !
We_know that ‘howeverlearned and compL-
tent, in some respects, the gentlemen may be
who constitute the Board of IIealth, the mem-
‘bers of that_Board have neither ‘time to spare
nor 'mthouty sullicient to deal with so. potent a
question: as. sanitary reform.. . Theory. and sug-
‘gestions, if practical, “are excellent if pxopelly
applied, but. utterly thrown away without the
power to carry them into execution, Jtisa fuct,
also, that not ‘only ‘the public as.n body,: but
most intelligent men show the greatest degree of
apathy towards sanitary m'ltt(,ls, and we. only
can necount forsuch indiflerence thusmse, that
it is one of those things wo never actually
realize the extent of the (Llll"(:l swirounding us
until the niessenger of death r.\ps at our door iu
‘the. form of some deadly zymetic disease. - The
apnthy evineed by the mass in-this city towands
sanitary reform, is in striking “contrast to the
great interest now. taken in ‘the sanitary subject
by the leading minds abroad—and -also nearer
home—i.e,; inthe. United States, where it is
-now the all-engrossing topic in'scientific papers.
“As we appear to make no satisfactoty progress
in this city froni year to yéur under the present
‘abortive system~=in.fact, without any apparent
amelioration in our death-rate: from zymotic
diseases—is it nol tiine, we aguin ask, that the
sentiment of the people should be taken as. to
whether the sanitary afairs of :Montrenl” should
be allowed to continue in- their prescut unsitis:
factory state; or " whether the whole question
would 1ot be ‘more satisfuctorily: conducted if
placed in-the hands of a Sanitary Commission ?
Surely: the . educated und enhghtened body ol
-the commumty who; naturally;-in: such a ques-
| tion; ‘arg supposed. to: guide the less instructed;’

/| should arouse themselvcs froni their npnthy, and

in';deeds, and mot in words; insist that the

: Samtury Dep‘lrtmcnt of the city should be placed

in’.future - on-:such a footing - that the - henlth:

and lives of its ¢itizens are no. longer to baattlic
- -mercy of either errors in Jmlﬂmt,nb, Incompetency.

of officials, waiit'of Droper: supcuntendcnce, ‘or
[+from” bad- workinanship “in"the ‘laying of tile
draing and bad plumbing.’. ‘Let us. tholouffhly
rectify existing evils; and thme would no longe

‘exist tlie necessity of o farcical: Inquiry into: the:
duct of a sanitary official,d
1ts eary:length along:
. But 'the ob,]u:t of-this communication™ is not
to ‘diseuss the subject of sunitary retorm through
the:columns of ‘the  press, but to solicit its' co-

-nggu o (llly by (hl)

sity;of a Commission of Enquiry | buntr
ppoiinted to: thoroug,hly‘1nvest|gute il 1epon;
‘upon’the “following questions wluch will ect
many: doubts ut mst o

his speéch was oceupied with the assurance |.

o 5l The 1emed3 for nll of our existing snmtury
evils, L

Twould snbmlt tlmt tlle 5uxtlcman who should
sit at the head of a Sanitar y Commission should
be a stranger.” He should be a Sanitary Eugineer
of great experience and marked ability, in order

that the public might have full confidence in his
1éport, and feel that he was not debarred: from
speaking out truthully from fear of giving
offence to men in power or influenced by iuter-
ested motives.

The object of the Commission should not be to
throw blamne upon the parties who have had:to
deal with the drains or sanitary matters in' the
past, but to adopt such measures as would lead to
the avoidance of the errors committed and point
out the proper comrse to pursue to secure a
healthy city for the futire, as well'as to- correct
the many erroncous ‘ideas held by learned but
not. pmotlc.tl men in respect to sanitary thieories
and their mechanical application.

The sanitary condition of Montreal can never

be considered at all near to perfection until a
stlu,t superintendence is kept over the plumb-
er’s work' and drains in - the interior of houses.

are lmpmlcct—lu frct the two should go hand
and hand together—ifor as loug as the plumber’s
work is constructed by so mau\' imperfect work-
men, as bas been the case in the past; the sani-
tary condition of this clty wiil always be: bad.
So long as the plumber’s work is imperfect sick-
ness must prevail. - The germs of disease will
inerease more rapidly from foul traps and from
the leaking joints of soil pipes and: tile. drains
inside of houses. than it will in the city sewers—
for the last do occasionally get flushed out by
heavy rain--but where le.tl\lur' pipes - exist,
there corruption is bred to the Toules: exteut.
The great cry has always been against the city
drains, DBut 1 say that imperfect house drains
and bad plumbnw are more to blnme for being
the cause of so many deaths: from fevers, dlph-
theria and small-pox, than" ever conld be laid
at'the door of the vity draius; and that more fevers
are engendered in foul pipes within dooxs than
in foul drains without.

The sanitary department of any large city
should be entjrely under the control of . con-
petent: sanitary . cengineer,” who should have a
snb-inspector and stall’ of workwen. - [1e should
be entn«-ly f{ree from the influence of individual
members of . the Counaeil, and cupowered with
authority " to- carry out rules ami regulations
similar to those adopted by the eity of l‘oudou,
where o ecrowded populatmu of about four
million souls enjoy greater immunity from disease
“than perhaps-auy other city in theworld.

It-is a sad raprowch upon us to say thatso fine |.
a city as Montreal, se beantifully and henith-
fally ‘situated, -and- which  could “be ‘made as
salubrions as any city in the world; should bear
almost a piagne repatation: ~In my own- de-
parttent,  as Kditor of the Scientific Canwudian,
it lias been my duty to point out thie errors,
abuses and unpcxlectmns of our present sanitary
systemy” ins which we have had « total lack of
energy, too much thzory and talk, and too little
commorn sense. . But-as the Seicntific Canadien
does not reach all classes of the commuuity,
permit me- then to hope for a hearty co-opera-
tion 1rom the press of Montreal :in- enden-
vouring to bring about setind sanitary reform
and in :uch a slmp(, that it will bear good fruit;
for the futuré, aud not remain, asitis at pre-.
sent, ‘dead tree in our nndst.

J 0N N. Box;«:n.‘

1[/1 Tl’H!" w ARNO L]) ON IV()I’])S-
W O]E TH, -

“There Was a certain fitness of thm"s in Mr.

Matthew Arvold taking up the poet Words-
.worth, to be his.witness to the Fnglish people ia

the:-name. of cult;uw, sweetness and - light.

Phere: was no ‘need for, My, ‘Arnold: to tell us
‘that-he, is a Wordsworthea  himsell. . He. re-
veals that in many pages of his own “beautiful
poems;, somctimes in whole poems aton-e. Of
_course there is more of: classic culture, more of
‘Greek perfection of form in Matthew -Arnold's
verses - than:in those -of, Wmds“ol th; and the
former is often’anitated: by.a qucstmnlng spirit
‘of melancholy froui which the Iatter is: lurgely.
“free. “Nevertheless, there is'in form and “spirit,

in simplicity of du,tlon, in stnkmg and eflecs
tive homeliness of .phrase;'n corlnin Tumily like-
‘ness betieen ; the: two. "No admiter;of Words-
worth “will "probably: pick’a:quarrel’-with. Mr
“Arniold:for-his prefice to-the seléctions’ from
Wordsworth’s works which he has published ;

‘operation and powerful influence in- advocnting.
tl

but these who still continue to echo the’ I"dln-
burgl Review's phrase, £ This will never do,”’

will probably’ object; and: “strongly ‘to the fnct
whichplices: Wordsworth for the future next to
Milton,_below  Sha espeate the:supreme; and;
above such” names ‘as: those of - Shelly,  Keats,:

¢
1
offence alw ays in Wordsworth.

out-protest by admirers.

out turning for « moment to some of those which

“Wordsworth to such poems as ¢ The l‘onntmn, .

‘whetlier or not. to agree with: the present writer

rivalry in. poetry. to . survive. It mlght lmve
been easy to-survive, as many ather men-did,
the eritical articles of the Edinburgh Remew.
But it was not so easy to survive and outshine at
once Byron and Scott; nor was it easy to stem
the rising tide of leun)somnnmn Yet Words-
worth has still preserved his hold upon a “large
section of the: best minds of his time aud of-his
after-time. “And the introspedtive and-reflec-
tive habits of . our modern _thought are strongly
in his favor. The time is probably coming
when the tide of literary opinion ~will = turn
strongly towards Wordsworth, It is a remark--
able” fret  that such nen as Ne\\mnu, Faber,
Pusey aud Keble, not to spenk:of 'Mr. Arnold,
should admit dlrcctly or indirectly the deep and
active influence of Wordsworth-in_their fashion
of writing and their tone of thought.  Yet this
is a fact which the most superficial acquaintance
with the writings of these men must have wade
plain to any reader. There will come a time
wher there will be a revolt against the material-
istie, scientific spirit of this nge, just as there
was a revolt against the asceticism of ,the earl
middle ages; and just as there was: n re\'oft

to 111tlsh institutions. Colmng from | The money spent upon- the sewers’ is but of against  the “hard ~ cyrnieal scolling of ‘the-
such h]o'h 'mthouty the -~ statement, | little use so long as house drains and plumbing elg,htec-nth century ; and - when “"‘t time

comes the best and purest minds will turn
to Worldsworth us the exemplar and - wit-
uess of all “that they would ‘express them-
selves 'if the divine aflinfus had been given
them. - Wordsworth will be popular and lu"h
placed - Lecanse he  ‘‘utters nothing bnse;

because he can be lofty without being Cdefiuut~
lyrical without  beiug licentious and sunplc
without Leing (except oceasionally-—this is-his
weak spot) snlly The sudden  fall from poetry
to prose, from  lofty thought to - sentimental
Irivel which now and then oceurs in the same
poem, nay, in the very same verse, is o rock of
Rut this defect
has been very greatly exaggerated by crities und
by parodists, and is too readily admitted with-
It really tukes nothing
from the true merit of the bulk of some of the
best poetry of our time—no more than the bad
puns aud drivelling wit of some parts of Shakes-
peare takes away from the merits of the Master,
{t would be guite uscless to stop here and eriti-
cise at length the poems ot Wordsworth 5 but
one cannot | part with so pleasant a° theme with-

have long been favorites, even though thoy may
not be all classed ns hl"h by Mr. Arnobd in his
more critical examination. Outside of purity. ol
thought; and loftiness of ideas and sweetness of
sultlmcnt Wordsworth is often w perfeet master
of musical vhythm ;. his verses run like t;]u.
brook in June—: ‘

UI'hat to the slm»pmg \\nmh wll night

Singeth & qunn tune,’
 One need only refer the student and lovel ol
¢ Matthew," “Two April Mornings,” &e.,: for”
examples of perfectly churmiiig verse containing’
beautiful, tender and true thoughts on lile o.nd
linman nutmo “For instance 1—

1 looked at hcr and looked ngmn e
And did not wish her mine)”

O| this :—

" And many Jove me, but of none

Aml emmgh Loloved,”

"l‘hese dissociated from-the context: do not
mean’so much s -when joined, but they are g
quoted for the'lover of . the poet, ‘who will‘know

that. the improgsion made by such lines is deep,
and lasting and elevating. = The “ Ode to-Duty,”™
and the** “Grand Ode,” as Mr: Arnold calls it, do-
not need to ho specxhcnlly eriticised; they rcm.h
in ;varions pussnges ‘the high-water mark ot
mnodéry poetry. - The three poems ou * Yarrow?'

are simply perfection in rhyme, sentiment. and
langunge. Let us finish by’ quoting some verses .
that liave lingered long, long in the ears ola -
‘great many tender-henited rénders of poutry and. .
-have perhaps.been thowght, though not written,
by millions of - young peaple.: in. all corners’ of
the world m\d all lmlb\“\g(‘ﬁ thnt uvxlwed men
.sputk e - ;

“The ﬁ(nrs of midulght ulmll bu donr ;
"I'0 her ; tud ‘she shnlllenn lmr ear
Tu‘iniiny, n 'seorot place,::
Whaore rivulets'daunce their wn) w nnl ronn(l
And beanty bora of urairing sound
Shul\ pussiuto her muo E .

‘Aml \'iml I‘eelings ortlchght ;

- Shall'renr her form to sttoly: hmght, '
1ler virgin bosom swell; o

h thoughts to Luey 1w it g\\u

\\ lleu slis qud [ togother live, :
L llere lu thla huppy doll v

It is a matter. for congrat lntlon tlmt; 1
Matthew “Arnold ~has  taken up the cause of
Wordsworth in a skilful and practical manner.
‘He may, suceeed better in this undertaking tl

Jdnchis new- thcory concer ning hwtotmm

Goldsmith, Moore,: Byron, . Burns; (,olcudg,o,
Coopel, Dryden and: Spencer. , .
No:boldér picce olcriticism has been duru in
our;time, nnd’ no man Was'likely to haveddred |
Atrexcept M. Matthew Arnold,:who_ lns dared;
sud Succesfully in iany enses, most of the hte-
rary dogmas of  the, day, .- Ne vertheless: we' do
nog: doubt nt all” thut .- the -loug ]
leﬁmncu‘;\ Y

L
Mr._, Arnold’s estimate ol
: s “whicl
dolu)umy”the publie | ao{,mlmn

; tondmg to

4 Upon u.ll other cm\scs e\latmg in tln anyA ‘W
roduce und splead aymom. dxscascs.‘ s

o found Lo be iy

cotitributed 10 the
Wordsworth,:
yoxdqw:_)xtln

mity not:be able to “orginize the ﬂmatl
hay, however, establish o poet.
*Qllaive; Nov 2"nd

Vmsmow NO’I'LS

’l‘lllw,\'lw'rs of pexm ‘are now vy, fnsluou- :
: ble) G AL st tney were finished with” tnssels At  the -
tendd i now:t hay wre “olisped round: the thronl
"Plrince of . Wile wem'shors wfthumn‘:uiﬂcuntd

hoos are - now md«. to nntch tllu_
toilet, and are emurofderad o mrruq-uml with thegloves
worn at the sume thne, & Dol binek kid shoes 100k’ boat
umbrnhlerod withgold “diris;" W litla_silver - thiremds nro
ive on pule biue, pink; or.white shoos

lor their own ohuuasures




