e e e e e S ——

tne, 18%9.

THE OHRISTIAN.
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Rom. x. 17; Rev.ii. 7; Matt, xi. 15; Mark
iv. 9; Matt x. 27, In ke xxiv, 45, wo haveo
Chriet's mothod of gotting into the soul. (1)
The instrumont used,— the Word of God.
(2) The place whero he began to effect con-
vorsion,— the intellect: ““then opened bo
their «uderstanding that they might under-
stand the Scriptures.”

Wo noed to be wide awake to avoid the
strategems of Satan. Tho revised version
gays that Satan asked to have Peter., To
whom did .0 appeal ? Did he ask Christ,
or did he ask God for Peter that he might
destroy him? Satan does not ask the Fathor,
Son, or Holy Spirit any favours ; at least it
would be unreagonable to think so. Satan
always begins to sift a man through himsolf,
and he has many ways of doing it. Ho em-
ployes the tongue sometimes as the winnow-
ing-shovel. He used Petor’s tongue for that
purpose. (1) He came to Peter and :sked
him permission to use him as an instrument
to traduce Christ. (2) He used his tongue
to thrash out the wheat. The word wheat
in the Scripture represents Truth, Chafr
repressnts Falsehood. Peter had some wheat
in his heart and Satan thought, no doubt, if
he.could thrash that out, Peter would have
none left for seed for the Penecostal harvest.
Satan knew that Peter was to put in the first
crop in Pentecostal soil, and that was the
reason he wanted to destroy what whoat
(Truth) was in him. At one time Jesus had
to ordor Peter behind him, he had so far
become one with Satan, that the Saviour did
think it necessary to- discriminate between
them. One of Satan’s principal designs was
to destroy the true conception of Christ as
the Son of God and the Messiah in the mind
of Peter. As soon as tho Devil destroys the
true idea of the Divinity of Christ in u man’s
heart, he becomesan infidel. How well that
Jesus prays for Peter that his faith fail not!
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COMMITTEE ON LITERATURE.

——

Since our last Aunual, Bro. J. B, Prince
has sold quite a number of our books and
tracts. Brother Henry Carson has alsc sold
some.

But I am sorry to be compelled to report
that very little work has been accomplished
latoly in the distribution of our Literature in
which the Committee has had a share.

We do not know that the churches are
taking any part in this work. Either the
churches or Christian Endeavor Socicties
ghould take up the work in their own com-
munities. It is hard for us to secure general
agonts.

I am now about to give up the office of
Secretary-Treassurer. I hope that more work
will be accomplished through my successor.

Thero is no doubt but that this is ono of
the most important fields of work. Much is
accomplished by the Adventiste, Mormons
and other bodies by this means. Wo can do
much more than we are doing. Wp have
gold since annual report about sixty-six
volumes and 220 tracts.

0. B. STOCKF¥ORD,
Secretary-Treasurer,

Selected,

NO ONE OVERLOOKED.

Thaere is no danger that in that duy any
one will bo overlooked or forgotten who has
been a true followor of Christ, The obscure
Christian, hidden away in the lowlicst or
most neglected apot, will not be passed by by
tho angels when they come to gather in
Christ's little ones. On nenrly overy battle
field whero tho slain are buried there are
mauy graves marked only by the sad word
“Unknown.” They conld not be ideutified ;
not even thoir namos are known. But if
among these thero arc any who belong to
Christ, the angels will not fail to find them
and bring them. None of the bodies of those
who had been lost wore found save the body
of an infant, which was washed ashore among
the wreckage. The kindly people of the
village who picked it up buried the body,
and, having no clue to its name, put on the
little stone simply, ‘“God knows.” When
tho angels come, they will know whose body
it is, and will not overlook it.

1t will make no differonco, either, that
many have died long before Christ comes.
They will miss nothing, I'boy will be called
up from their graves in cime to witness all
the glory and share in all the triumph. S,
Puaul tells us that we should not sorrow for
tho Christian dead as those who have no
hope, for that ¢ them also that have fallen
asleep in Jesus will God bring with him . .
and the dead in Christ shall rse first ; thon
wa that are alive, that are loft, shall together
with -them be caught up in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air” There is only
one thing that we need to conecern ourselves
about—that we are indeed of those who havo
accepted Christ, and have been faithful to
him in this life. It will not matter in that
day whether wo have been rich or poor,
famous among men or unknown and over-
looked ; the only determining element in lifer
will be, whether or not we have belonged to
Christ.— Helpful Thoughts.

THE PASSING OF FAMILY PRAYER,
Ono who had taken pains to inquire as he
went around through the quarterly coufer-
ferences of two presiding elders’ districts in
one of the New Iingland Conferences recent-
ly made the public statewent that, of the
Lhimited number who attended the class meot-
ings of those two districts, less than one-third
had prayers in their families. If this be the
case among those presumably the most devout
and faithful, if only one-third even of such
have family prayers, how smali must be the
proportion of our members generally! Shall
wo call it one 'enth? It cortainly cannot be
more than on. fifth. Every testing of the
matter, whether in official boards, quarterly
conferences, pnblic congregations, class-meot-
ings, or private intercourse, confirms the
conclusion that this good old practice has
largely passed away. ‘Lhere seoms to bo but
very little conscience in regard to tho sub-
ject. Heads of households content themselves
with the lame excuse that it is difficult to get
the family together, that there is no conven-
ient timo, that the pressure of work makes
it impossible, that they do not like to pray
before others. All of which simply goes to
ghow, it scems to us, that either the import-
ance of the practice is not appreciated, or
olse that there is a sad lack of willingness to
faco unpleasaut duty. ) .
In the latter aspect it is a very a\armmg
symptom, though perhaps not & new one, an

is clesoly allied with the very general reluc-
tance on the part of church membors to take
part in the public means of grace, or even to
attond them with any regularity, and also
with the common neglect of Bible study and
privato supplication. As to the other point,
it is diflicult to seo how any thoughtful per-
son can regard the habit in quostion as of
littlo consequenco. It surely has most inti-
wate relation with tho religious tone or at-
mosphere of the home. Ofitself alone it will
not creato such an atmosphere, But it isone
clement toending that way, and its absenco
will certainly bo felt, What parent can help
feeling, if his children do not grow up as
thoy should, that they might have done
otherwiso had he himself brought them to
God morning by morning or evening by
evening in stated dovotions to which they at
least sometimes listened, if they did not
actively join therein?

God has in numberless instances blessed
this exercise to tho good of the young, as well
as of tho old. That father (or mother) is not
doing all he might for those commiited to
his caro who allows them to grow up without
this hallowed experience to help them in the
battles of life. It aids in bringing the mewmn-
bers of the households togethor. Sacred im-
pressions can thus be made that in no other
way are possible. If this bo neglected, there
is little likelihood that the harder task of
personal pleading will be attempted. While
if this duty be doue, it makes all others casier.

No time for it in our busy life? How ex-
tremely rare the case in which at least five
minutes cannot bo secured for this purpose
at some poriod of the day. And five minutes
is certainly botter than nothing. But of
course ton is better still,and ten can be man-
aged by a little planning, in nine cases out of
ten, where the heart is at all set upon it, It
will really pay. Of that we ere irmly con-
vinced. Let young couples who are setting
up o home start aright; and let tho homes
whoro its hatlowing inlinence has fallen into
abeyance, take on anew its blessing if they
would have tho rolling months bring them
the largest amount of true prosperity, —
Zion’s Herald.

Do right, and God’s recompense to you will
be the power of doing more right, Give,
and Go£s reward to you will be the spirit of
giving more. Love, and God wmill pay you
with the capacity of more love, for love is
heaven and the Spirit of God within you.
—F. W. Robertson.

Bishop Milman, visiting a8 Buddhist mon-
astry in the Himalayas, observed a number
of boye going through various prostrations
with apparent devotion, and asked s well-
educated Buddhist what they were doing.
¢ Praying.” ‘‘L'o whom ?” *¢To nobody.”
“ What are they praying for?” ¢ For noth-
ing,” ‘Lhat is Buddbism.— Christian Budget.

1f a man wauts to be on the winning side
let him be on the right side. There is no
other safe rule to conform to. If a man be
on the right side, he will be on the winning
side, even if it seems the losing side. 'The
right side is8 God’s side, and God’s side igsure
of a trinmph in the end, however it may
look to the world just now, It may be said
reverently, that God’s trains have the right
of way on the roads of the universe, and
that he who wants to reach his destination
surely and on time, will do well to take his
passage on one of those trains, Any other
train 18 liable to a disastrous collision; at the
best it is sure to go astray, He who is not
going with God is not going God’s way, and
no other way is o safe one to travel.—S. S.
Timnes.



