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HEAVEN AT LAST.

Angol volees swootly singing,

Eohoe# thycugh the blua domea ringing,

Nows of wondrous gladne~s bringing:
Ab, 'tis hooven at Jastt

Now, beneath us il tho grieviug,

All the wounded apirits heaving,

All the woo of hiopes decolving;
Aly, 'ty heaven ab lastt

Sin foraver loft behind us,

Earthly visfous cease to blind us;

Tleshly fotters veaso to bind us;
Al, 'tis hoaven st Jastl

Ou the jazpor threshold standing,

Litks o pilariny safoiy lunding,

Heo the strango Lright scene oxpanding .
Al i heaven wt last!

What o oity ! what a prlory !

Far bovond tho brightest story

Ot thio nges old and hoary:
AR, ‘tia heaven at last?

foftest volces, silvor pealing,

Yroshost fraquance, spivit-healing,

Happy Hymns around nsstealing;
Aly, *tis heaven at last!

1

Gono thoe vanity and folly,
Gono the dark and melancholy,
. Cowo the Joyous and theholy s
Al, 't{s hoaven at last!

Not a brokon blessom yonder,

Not o lnk can snap asunder,

Stayed tho tempest, sheathed thae thunder;
Ab, 'tis heaven at last?

Not a tear.drop over falloth,

Not o pleasuto ovor palloth,

Song to soug forover calloth:
Al, ‘tis beaven atlast!

GChirist Himself tho Mving splendor,
Chirist the sunlight mild aud tonder,
Pruisos totho Lamb wo render,

Ah, 'tia hoaven at last!

Now at longth tho voil isrondered,

Now tho pilgrimage is endeq,

And tho sainta thoefr thronos asconded ;
Abl, ‘tls leaven atlast!

Broken doath’s droad band that bound us,
Lite and victory around us;
Christ, tho Riug, Himecif hath crowned us,
Al, 'tis heavon at last!
~Bonar,

Seleet  Scrmon,
THE PARTING OF ELIJAH AND
ELISHA.

(From short-hand notos of Sornton by tho Rev R,
C. Moffat.}

Thio last grip of the denth-cold hand!
He was your father, Son, can you for-
get it 2—No.

That last look of intense lovo; thy
wife's. Dare you doubt the heart's
affection 2—No, never.

That last whisper! Mother, it was
thy child as sho nestled in thy bosom
for tho last timo ero God took her,
Can you ever forget it? I kuow you
eannot,

To-day we look on the last journey
of Elijuh and Elisha, One glance and
the scene lies before us—Gilgal, Bothel,
Jericho, 'What memories of devotion
aud hevoism, of omnipotence and mercy,
linger among theiv ruins, But thevisit
of Elijah concerns not sacred ruins, but
living men and national destiny. These
schools of the prophets were near to
Elijal’g heart, and once more he must
vigit them,

Somehow they have learned that Je-
hovah is about to remove their great
teacher, and with wrapt gazeand hush-
ed solemnity they listen to his parting
counsels. The nation’s God and the
nation's need ; and the few living words
about blessing, duty and aspiration are
burned into their memories for ever.
Amid bowed heads he passed out and
on, and they fecl that cternity is hefore
him; and stern life work before them.
Following our text we see,

FIRST—THE TWISTED MANTLE,

These last words will cheer these
young men in the darkest hours in their
after-hattle of life, when, amid worldli-
ness and idolafory, they contend for the
God of Isracl.

But the speaker passeth on; he iy
eastward and homeward bound. You
have heard of the lordy engle painfully
reaching its rocky eyrie ouly to die.
Then why should not the prophet long
to rench Gilead ? Lifo’s great work is
in its last hour, but that liour can only
come in his native Gilead, '"They reach
the Jordan, but how cross it 2 'T'o-day,
neither bridge nor ford nor boatisneed-
ed. The man whoso publie lifesonobly
opened, must leave one more memorial
of God-given power behind him. Mark |
that strange mantle, in a moment taken
from the shoulder, then twisted asa
staff.  With sinewy forcelie strikes, and
lo ! there is a passage for these two men.
"Twas faith tenching the sublime, and
then passing calmly on. In theseBible
telograms we learn little abont the
menns, hut this we can learn, that any
weapon is o mighty power in the hands
of a true man of God.  Aroyou nearing
the end of the valley of death ? Look !
up and say, *Thy rod and thy staff they |
comfort me,”  Shrinking soul, ave you
saying, Oh, how can I crogs the dark
deep river ?  Smite it with the robe of |

.Christ's righteousness, and in a mo-
mgnt you stand safe on the heavenward
side.

SECOND~—THE DISCIPLES FAR-RRACHING
PRAYKER,

How like Elijah that parting counsel,
ask what I shall do for thee. It wasa
strange suggestion to make; but his
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man who had Leen so truo and loyal,
"Twas o strango answoer that of Elisha
too, and it has often been as strangely
nderstood, Not lordly wealth, not
twice the power to work miracles, not
doubly to oxcel Elijah in speech or
powet or deed. The worldly heart is
over judgmg by its own standard, by its
own stereotyped prayers, OhGod, give
mo suecesy, 19 tiie prayor of the world.
ling cvory day in the year. And when
prosperity swells the bank necount,then
there 18 the vulenr ostentation. Yea,
Gad, Himself is patronized onco a week
with studied aficctation. Ilisha had
slin every such thonght long ago,
Yonder among the charred remains of
plongh and yole on his father's farmhio
the ashes of selfishness,  Bub he prays
that heforo the court and nation lie may
ho the reeognized hewr and saceessor of
the departed proplet,  He prayvs that
e, the weaker, may have deable grace
given for his arduous work.,  Aad this
age specielly needs such prayers.

Young men, areyou conscious of your
wenhnass to face tomptation and sin ?
Then pray as Elisha did for a double
portioe of God's grnce.  Trust in God
awl do the right, Elisha must now
stand in the front rank, 'F'ruly itwasa
prilons place, but his was the noblest
chrico, the wisest prayer, the true man
enn make.

THIRD—THE CHARIOT OF FIRE FOR THE
PROPHET OF FIRE.

They have left the Jordan far below.
As heart is unbosomed to heart they
ascend through many adarkandrugged
gorge. They reach at length yon noble
heiglit; for life and living it must have
been a marvel of over changing beanty ;
and for death, with every battle-ground
and every victory full in view, how fit
tho spot. But suddenly theyare sopar-
ated. Not by some foul sin, net by
some bitter estrangement, not by yawn-
ing chasm, but by alieaven-sent chariot
of fire, Aud whose eye can follow that
chariot? Ah, not ours. One adoring
ghmpse, and then gono for ever. One
moments transformation, and mortality
i8 swallowed np for life, Yes, lifo; but
life ecternal, hid with Christ in God.
Here, below, some part at the Church
door, and never meetagain ; others part
on the railway platform for thelast time;
some part by a hallowed death-bed, and
never meet till at the barof God ; others
are torn apart amid the horrors of the
battle-ficld ; or yonder inthe harvest field
you sce the father stricken by the light-
ning's flash, and the poor son mercifully
spared, staggering home with ashen face,
with the sore, sad nows: Mother, Fa—
Father is—is dead.

Butbehold Elisha ! Yonder ho stands,
spell-bound ; sonly reverence can only
adore ; my Father, my Father. But
when the glory is pastand the ealm blue
heaven abovo 1s seen, then g living faith
takes absolute possession, Elijah may
be gone; the chariot of firc may be
gone, but Jchovah tho Lord of Israel
liveth.

Prayer is answered, and that doubly.
There is not only the one wondrous
glimpse, but lo, there falls the very
mantle of the prophet itself. To the
one, the mantleis exchanged forthe robe
and the palm and the crown. 'T'o the
other, prayer 1s answered beyond the
fondest hope ; and thus aceredited, back
he journey's, God’'s ambnssadorto fallon
Israel.

Finally, two lessons may be hastily
gleaned from the prophet’s life. First—
What & comfort to the much afraid.
Did Elijah never flee from duty? Never
tremble upon the verge of despair 2 Yot
hie was saved, so as by fire. Second—
What hope to the traveller near the
journey’s end.  One may pass into hea-
ven God knows how, another by the
cloud, another inangel’s bosom, another
by the whirlwind ; but no matter where,
no matter how, if only wved at last.
Safe at home by Jesns Christ, the only
one able tosavethie uttermost. — Walker-
ton L'elescope,

—

AN INFIDEL AGREEING WITH
PAUL.

An admirble reply was once made
by a careful reader of the Bible to an
infidel, who attacked him with such ex-
pressions as theso:  “That the blood
of Christ can wash away sin is foolish-
ness ; I don't understand or believe
it."'

The Bible student remarked, “Vou
and Paul agree exactly.”

The infidel roplied with surprise,
“How is this, that Paul and I ngree
exactly 2

Snid the student, “Turn to the first
chapter of Corinthians and read the
cighteenth verse,”

The infidel read, «“For the preaching

j of the cross is to them that perish, fool-

ishness ; but unto us which are saved,
it is the power of God.”

Tho infidel hung his head, and ever
after studiod the Bible, and soon believ-
ed it to he God's power of salvation.

Men who seo into their neighbors aro
very apt to be contemptuous; but men
who sco through them find something
lying bohind every human soul which it
i8 not for them to sit in judgment on or
sttompt to sneer out of the order of

groeat soul yearned for the welfare of the

God's manifold universe.—Holmes,

! longs to the domain of faith rather than

1
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THY GREEK CHURCH.

The aunals of man offer fow more
varied, more magnificon!, or moro
totiching records than that of the Last-
ern Chuxeh ; and from its dim yot hal-
lowed origin, through its long earcor of
worldly trimnph and of spiritual joy, of
bitter overthrows and of awift decline,
of fresh yevivals and anprecedented
atrength, until to-day it rales over half
Lnrope, and threntens the subjugntion
of Asia from the Indns to the Chinn
seas, n surpassing interest has over
followed the only Christiun body that
e claim a visiblo descent from the
companious of its founder. A cloud of
doubt, of fable, or conjecturo, vests up-
on the protensions of the Church of
Rome ; the legend of St Peter relies
upon no contemporary proof, and be-

of history; nur does any Protestant
communion profess to trace its origin
through an unbroken line of presbyters
and bishops to the apostolic age.  But
the Oriental Chureh scems possessed of
a well-authenticated genealogy.,  Its
lnnguage is still that in which the Gos-
pels were written and Polyearp nud
Ignatius preached ; its melodious ritual
reachos back to the duys of Constantine
and Athanasius ; its great patriarchates,
that sprang up in the veritable homes
of the Apostles, nro yeb faintly delineat.
ed in the feeble churches of Aloxandria,
Jerusalem, and  Constantinopie; along
the fair shores of Syvin and Asia Minor
tho shalttered ruins of the Christian
Church have out-lived the fallen shrines
of Antioch or Iphesus; and from the
city of Constantine, tho capital of the
Christian world, has flowed a regular
apostolic succession, whose members
still minister to devout congregations
from the Kermlin to Solovetsky.

Scholar as well as theologinn will
find much in the annals of the Greek
Church to touch his sympathy and
startle his curiosity., The genius of
Attic civilization seems often revived in
its teachings ; the hwmane and liberal
spirit of philosophers and poets the
gentler impulses of Plato or Socrates,
are renewed, together with their names,
through all those barbarous races that
were educated from the brilliant schools
of Constantinople. While the Latin
Church, under its illiterate popes, in-
culeated persccution, and grew into a
fierce and nggressive political despotism,
the Greeks, looking ever to tho teachings
of Nice and of Constantine, have pre-
gerved & humane toteration. Asif in
tender recollection of their high intel-
lectunl ancestry, the monks of Mount
Athos and the priests of the Kremlin
have printed on the walls of their cathe-
drals the venerablo faces of Homer,
Pythagoras, or Plato, and admit to the
catalogue of the just the sages and
heroes who prepared the path of Christ-
tanity. In Moscow or Norgorod the
Mohammedan, the Letheran, and
the Roman Catholic are permitted to
enjoy their faith and religious rites un-
disturbed. No St. Bartholomew's, no |
dragonnades, no raging Inquisitio:., no
hecatombs of martyrs, no strange and
cunning tortures, such at those devised
by the keen invention of Jesuits and
Romish, priests, have ever defiled the
venernble ministry that traces its origin
to Ephesus and St. John.

Along that hot but luxuriant shore
renching from the falls of the Nile to
the lower borders of the Iuxine, still
fertile at that momentous period in the
rvichest productions of nature and art,
the land of Homer and Herodotus,
Scopas and Parrhasius, of stately archi-
tecture and perpetual song, the Ilast.
ern Church, at the opening of the Coun.
cil of Nice and the triumph of Con-
stantine, had fixed its immutable founda-
tions, Its mighty bishoprics—scats of
learning as well as of sbundant faith—
seemed the corner-stones of Christian-
ity.  Alexandria, Anticeh, and the
goven churches were flourishing with
such outward vigor as to overshadow
the feeble Church of Rome and the mis-
sionary stations of the barbarons West,
Rome, in faet, had long remained a
Greek congregation. Its bishops em-
ployed tha Greek langnage in their
writtings or exhortations ; its presbyter, '
Anicetus, admitted the superior author- |
ity of Polyearp ; its members were ob- ,
scure, wncultivated, and humbled by
frequent persecutions, But in the great
cities of the liast Christianity already |
had invested itself with materinl and
intellectual splendor, At the famous !
schools of Alexandrin the keen facul.
ties of the hevetic Arius, and the reso-
lute genius of his young opponent Atha.

At longth (826), with cvies of vietory
and peace, the Council of Nice assembl-
ed. Martyrs and confessors, maimed
bishops and eyeless hermits, enltivated
scholars from the leaned seminaries of
Egypt and Alexandria, monks from the
Thebaid, and anchorites from tho degort,
gethered ab tho eall of Coustantine to
decide the doctrines and the usnges of
the trimmphant Ghurch. Amidst its
eager aud clamorous throng wandered
tho inspired dwarf Athanasius, deform-
ed, with glittering oyes; or the tall,
cmaciated Ariug, wasted with penanco
aud con .cions of defeat, summoning his
followers te that intellectun] combat
whose decision was to fix the opinions
of hnlf mankind. Yot the decrees of
fivst, perhaps the only, general council
deserving of a lusting veneration ave
observed alone by the obediont Grecks, |
Tmperions Romo has long neglected its
injunctions and interpolated its creed,
Protestantism has preferred to revive
the simpler usaues of the apostolic age.
But the BEastern Chureh has remained
immutable. Ity elergy ave married ; its
creed is still that of Constantine and of
Nice; the worship of Mary has never
been allowed to overshadow tiie purer
rites of o cultivated age; the priest has
never aspived to & temporal supremacy;
the Seriptures are still read in the na-
tional language in its churches; the
authority of the sultan or the czar is
admitled in the selection of its patriar-
ches and bishops.  'T'he mild genius of
lonstantine founded an ecclesinsticnl
system that for fiftecen centuries has
obeyed his precepts and veverenced his
fame.~Eveese Lawnescr, in Harper's
Magazine for August,

HEATHEN IEARNESTNESS.

The Rov. 8. H. Kellogg, of the
Ameriean  Presbyterinn  Mission in
Northern Indin, relates the following
incident, as occurring on a missionary
tour. It shows that the Spivit, when
it works on the heart, giving n man n
knowledgeof himself as o sinner, defiled
with sins, leads him to put away at onee
all side issues, and to seck earnestly an
answer to the question of questions,
“ What st I do to be saved ?"

“ On the cvening, going out into the
meln to preach. I was necosted by two
men, & Mohnmmedan and a Ilindoo,
who asked me to show them the way of
salvation.  As I began, the Mussulman
interrupted me,—

“*Tirst of all, expluin how we come
to be sinners.’

¢ No, no! impatiently demanded the
Hindoo; ¢not that! I know I am a
sinner ; that is enough ; I only want to
know how to be saved from sin,’

¢+ And as I preached Christ's cross to
them, it wng & wost pleasunt thing that |
whenever any one might interrupt mo
by any irrelevant question, not this
Iindoo only, but many in the crowd
who had gathered would silenco him,
nor willing allow anything but that I
should answer this one question :—
‘How may wo be saved from sin ¢
The Hindoo drank in my words like
water, ag I told him of Christ dying in
the sinner's stead.

“'Yes," he broke iun at last, ¢ so we
are saved from hell ; but how shall we
be saved from the power of sin.”

« Such a degree of individual interest
in o promiscuous sudience, I had never
seen. It was the old Pentecostal gques. |
tion, ¢ What must we do ' "

CHRISTIAN CHEERFULNESS.

The language of the religion of Christ
traly in the heart is that of rejoicing.
«I will joy in the God of my salvation,”
smid Harbakkuk. Joyand peace ave the |
fruit of belicving. * Believing,” said |
Peter, ** ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory.” Paul, too, closes
one of the best of his epistles with the
charge to all snints’ saying, **Rejoice
evermore.”  All these, and the muiti-
plied similar expressions in the Holy
Scriptures, show in tho clearest terms
that cheerfulness and joy aro divinely
intended to be among the most marked
characteristics, and should bo regarded
as among the most constant of the,
privileges and duties of every ‘iruc)|
Christian,

Yet how far is all this practieally
from many that bear the Christian |
name?  Their countenanco looks as if
it were seldom or never lighted up with
the comfort and bliss of & joyful heart ;
within, Their very coming into the

{
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ANTIOOH AND THE ORONTES,
. Whatever may be snid of
tive sizo of Syrinn streams
nt lenst, is ontitled to re
its principal sonrce, Ain-ol-Ansy (lati.
tudo 84© 22), o copious and bonutify]
fountain 2118 foot above the sw, i
vigorous and solf-veliant,  Whily po
dl;edummg the contvsbutions of tribut.
aries, sueh as tho Lebweh nnd the
Kara-8u, it is not dependent Wpoy
thom. Like Minerva from the fron of
Jove, it Joaps forth fr o the mountaiy,
fully armed for the steuggle —as stina.
glo the Oruutes must, in ity turtuony
course of about 200 miles throne,
vavious geologieal fonuations, i Ttg
offort to reoch the sea,

This river iv no were poetic fictioy
but is s binve tealits. IUeanuut lm:\s(’
lihe the waters o) Puascus, of fcrtlh'z.’
g that » Pentd ol the Bast; or, like
the Jordan, of birth wt the base of
Hermon, awd a earcer thoough the
waters of Merom, the Sea & Galileo
and the Holy Land; yet ti iiver of
Northern Syria hins merits of its own,
The Abana zud Pharpar eshaust them.
selves in the oasis of Dmnuseus, and are
lost in the desert in a vain attoupt to
veach the ISuphrates or the Persiny
Gulf. The Litany (Leoutes), springing
from a small lake six miles sonthwest of
Baalbee, reaches the sen through g
ravine of the Lebauon about five miles
north of Tyre, without duing any thing
to boast of beyond n little irvigation of
the narrow plain of Cale Syrin, and the
still narrower strip of coast. The
Jordan boasts of no city or town from
its source at Dun to Tiberins on the
Inke, or from the lake to the Dend Sea,)
except poor, wretched Jericho, once o
city, but now o mere mud hamlet. But
the Orontes, while fertilizing great
plains, is also the life of towns like
Riblah and Shogre, nnd of eities like
Homs, Hamath, and Antioch, * The
Queen of the Enst,”" whose inhabitants
are numbered by thousands, and whoso
wealth is estimated at millions,  Lxeept
the Luphrates, which barcly touches
the northenst boundury, the Orontes is
the only river of Syrin susceptible of
navigation.  And Antioch was no mean
city.  Fnvorubly situated for commerce,
being 800 miles north of Jernsalem, and
about 25 miles from the sca, it was of
casy access from Damasens, the valley
of the Iuphrates, znd the QCilicinn
Plain.  Tounded and ocenpied hy the
successors of Alexander the Groat, 800
Bcyy ‘“the beautiful Antinch™ once
contrined a population of half & miliion,
Its walls inclosed n svace { mearly
seven miles in circumnference, and
sustained four hundred lofty square
towers, ench containing a staircase and
two or three rooms. This * Eye of the
Last,” although ealled God's City, was
rather the city of the gods, DBacchus
ruled the eity, and the ndjncont grove of
Daphne was the seat of pletsure.—
Lucius Verrus, the dissolute noble, once
lavished $190,000 upon a singls supper
at Antioch when it wa« the third city of
the Roman empire.

But pagan nnd Christian Antioch has
been equally famons for its misfortunes.
It was captured in turn by the Persians,
Romans, Saracens, Crusaders, and
Turks, and was frequently pillaged ; but
its greatest foe has cver Dbeen the
voleanic churacter of the cowntry.
Rocked and shaken for centurios, shat.
tered, overthrown, aud  sometimes
ingulfed, poor Antioch i< now but the
shadow of its former sclf ; and now
again its population of 6000 has been
more than decimated by the earthquake
of 1872. which has also proved very
destructive to the newglibouring villages,
causing the death of 2000 people. 1The
name Christinn, first used at Antioch
1800 years ago, now applies to a very
small number of its people; but the
spirit of apostolical Cliistianity is being
revived by the mnoble little "band of
Ameriean missionaries, whose chureh
and schools are gaming favor with the
inhabitants,

One of the many enrthquakes which
have devastated tlus once noble city,
the sixth vecorded by the historian,
occwrred in a.n. 626, and destroyed
250,000 persons who were gathered
here in celebration of one of their great
festivals; in 1822 ome-quarter of its
population were killedl.  Safed and
Tiberias, in Galilee, weve overthros?
in 1887, and it scems probable that
these convulsions, traces of which My
be seen in the depression of the Jorda
Volley and the Dead Sea, will continue
to afiict these Bible Inuds uutil ther

tho dimiyy.
» the Orontes,
spost,  Feopy
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nasivs, had been prepared for that, 8ocinl circle is not unfrequently the' ghall bo o now heaven nnd a new earth

vigorous contest that was to divid
Christendom.
Christinnity becamo the religion of the
intellectunl classes,  Learning and |
philosophy were blended with a faith: .

nen things.

But why should such things be? If|
amnnn has truly had his sins forgiven, ‘

e signul for every sign of cheerfulness md ' Fram ¢ On the Ovontes,” by J. Aup
In all the Syrian cities | JOY to flec awny as dangerous or forbid- ' 4 Johuson, in Harper's Magazine fof

August,

Opportunities are running to waste

) c e .
the Enstern bishops were volunminous | been reconciled to God, and made to | everywhere, like the golden fruit of th

writers, pocts, orators, even novelists ;

while all along the sacred shore stately

churchies grew up above the ruins of |
the pagan temples, the Nile was lined

with monasteries and ecathedrals, the!
cliffs of the Grecian const were convert-
ed into pious strongholds, the abodo of
cultivated eremites ; the soft mnusic and
the gny processions of the classic creed
were borrowed to enlarge and corrupt
the Christian ritual; and the Greek
Church had already assumed something

of its mobern form.

; joy, and if he has it, and has it as tho

have a good hope of its being certainly,
and in the best of all senses, well with
him, both in this life and in that which
is to come, has he not of all persons
sowe ground upon which he may have

frnit of his faith in Christ and through
his religion, ought le not to show it
to othrs,

. What can wo swy more for ourselves
in our prayers than Ho has said for us

overburdened orchard, They are ne
confined to parallels of Intitude. I8
running after them, we ave perpetuﬂﬁf
running away from them.

Do not think of one falsity as harm
less, and another as slight, and anothe®
ns unintended. Cast them ail ast 9{;
thoy may be light or accidental, U
they are ugly soot from the smoke 0‘
the pit, for all that, and it is better the :
our hearts should be swept cleat
them, without ona care ns to whic

in His promises ?—enry.

the largest or blackest.—~IRuskin.




