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AN EMPRESS' FATE

——

The “Living Death ” of Trinccas Carlotta.
Sarely the mastmonrnful of all the sad
atories of modern history Is that of Carlotts,
the daughter of they Leopold of Belgium
whom the great Napoleon describes as ‘‘the
ficeat man he had ever seen,” The young
Pulnoess, whenbut 17 years old, was married
to Maximilian, younger brother of Francis
Joseph, Emperor of Austrla, Thiswas in
1857, From 1857 to 1863 Maximilian and
Carlotta dwelt, as ia Eden, at tho palace of
Miramar, on the Est cosst of the Adriatlo,
It socoms that thelr lile there was a perfect
idyl, love and literatare supplying its rhy-
thmio tones. Art inall shapes, muo, soulp-
ture, palnting, words—all combined to tnake
thelr brief aix yearsof happiness one of thoss
delightfal eplsodes the mere readioglof which
auggests happiness and love to all mankind.
But the tempter came. Maximilian was
ambitious of worldly renoxn ; he knew the
sweets of acquisition as s acholir; he was
brave, a sailor, and a Hapsburg. Au emplre
“was offered him. The 4ira¢]l Emperor of a
graat nation, the fellow who inherited a
name without a particle of blood-right to the
fnheritance ; the amaller Napoleon, before
whom the Sinso-Tigres kneeled for & few
years, gave vent to one of his grandiloquent
decrees. Ho would “create a Latin empire
fn the West to redreas the balance of the
Eamt. Plaglariat, even in thisrotund phrase,
Lo }iinded men's eyes to his folly, and Max-
fr Jian wasseduced into becoming his ia-
strument. Poor Carlotts, the faithfal wife
and brave woman, followed her Axstrian
husband to Mexico, wherethe new empire
was to bo founded and miintained. The
achemo was skilfolly contrived. Napoleon
the Little had money and prestige enough
peading the Civil War in the United States
to buy up a party in Mexiso. They were
called a party, but were really a lot ofatock
jobbors aud speculators who, with hearts ab-
solutely cold aa to humsnity or pasriotiam,
soncht to make a profit out of Mexican
bonda—to sy nothing of Mexloan blood.
They wen'’; to Miramar, and in name of Mex-
100, offered throne and fealty to the hapless
Prince, Thzongh one of those miracles of
blindness which sometimes affect the best
educated men Maximilian swallowed the
balt. Napoloon IIL not only nesded a new
Latin empire in the Western world, but the
prestige which a political alliance with the
Hapelargs woald givae bim, Maximilian
became his tool, and the faithful Caslotta
followed her lord. Bat the imperial pair
—to wse the phrascology of the Earopean
Court journals—had not been miny woeks
3n Mexico bafore the wife, with true wifely
instinct, saw and understood the false posi-
in which abe and Maximilian were placed.
Catlotta fled from Moxico, haviog besought
her huaband in vain to {ly from the death-
trap. He,havghtily declaringthata Hapeburg
had better die than fly, remained. She went
to Franos, to Pazis; aaw the sputious Bona-
patio and begged forald; Legged for the
only ajd that eould save her husband's Jife
—militaryaid. Her answer wata cold Je-
claration that ¥Franco conld not anstain the
Mexioan Empire, which the French Emper-
or had craated ; that a war with the United
States would be ocertain to ensae; and that,
inatead of sustainiog the Emperor of Mexico
the French army under Bataine would have
%o be withdrawn. This almost broke the
poor woman's heart; but, with a woman's
faith in the impomible, shosought for com-
fort in Rome. A Protestant hersell, she
deemad that the Papacy wonld come to the
roncue of har Catholic huaband ~compel the
Catholio Mexicans to become Maximilian's
cbedient subjects, She knew nothing of
politicn, Al thet sho kupw and all thatahe

oconaidered wax the danger of her husband,
who was all the world to her, When her
prayer was denied at the Vatican ahe stopped
not toreason ont the right or wrong of her
unhapplness ; she oould not. Reasen awoon-
4, and from that $ime to within a fow days
past, for nineteen fong years, ahe has been
an amiable maniso—dead to the world.
>
The Dead 8ea.

The Dead Sea is an old and decropit salt
Iake in s very advanoed stage of evaporation.
Xt liow novaral hundred feet below the level
of the Mediterranean, just as the Casplan
lies saveral fest below the level of the Black
Sea; aud as in both onsea the surface mast
onco have been ocntinnovs, itis olear that
the water of either aheet must have dried up
toa very oonslderable extent. But while
the Caspian hasshrunk only to 85 feet below
the Biack Bea the Dead Sea hes shrunk o
the enormous depth of 1,292 feet below the
Mediterranean, Ervery now and then some
enterprising Do Liesscps or other proposes
to build a canal from the Mediteranean to
the Dead Sea, and 30 ro-establish the old
high level. Theeffect of this very revolu-
tionary proceeding would bo to flood the en-
tire Jordan Valley, connect the Soa of Qali-
lee with tho Dead Ses, and play the dickens
generally with Scripture geographby, to the
infinite delight of Sunday school classes,
Now, when the Dead Sea first began its in
dependent carser as a separate shee? of water
on ita own account it no doubt vocupled the
whole bed of this Imaginary engineer’s lIake

—spreading, if not from Dan to Boernheba,.

any rate from Dan $0 Edom, or, in other
words, along the whole Jordan Valley, from
the Sea of Galilee a2d even the Waters of
Merom to the southern desert. (I will not
inynlt the reader’sintelligence and orthodoxy
by suggeiting that pexhaps ko may not be
procisely sertain aa to tho exact position of
the Waters of Merom ; bat I will merdly re-
cominend him just to refresh his memory
by turning to his atlas, as thisis an op-
portunity which may not again oocar.)
The modern Dead Sea is the last ahrunken
velic of such a considerabls anclent lake.
Its waters are now very oonoentrated and so
vory nsty that no fish or other self-repect-
ing animal can consent £3 livo in them, and
% buoyant that a man can’t drown himself,
even if he tries, booause tho sea is saturated
with salts of various sorts till it has become
a kind of soup or porridge, in which the
swimmer Hoats, will be, nill he. Terscns
in thensighborhood who wish to commit su-
ioldo are therefors otliged to go elsewheve ;
much as in Tasmanis, the healthiest climate
in the world, people who wantto dle are
therefors obliged to run acroes for & week to
Sydney or Malbourne.

Bhatkor Vensyek Rajwads, a Hiundoo,
has been learning the art of glavs making in
New Jorer ¢in orderto practice itia Bom-
bay, where he is now establishing a glass
factory,

It does not follow that becaus» = man’has
invested in “ wild oat” ulock ho will make
a falr purr-soent-age on his investment, We
would add another claws—he oftener has
hard acratching 2o keep evan,

Mamle—* Why, Sadis, you have ‘et your
halr grow datk again, Last time I maw
you {t waz a lovely blowde.” Sadie —**Yes,
dear; but you know I am in mounilng now
for poor, dear papa, I amuot woning light
ahades at all.” .

¢ Mildred."—Do not sy, ‘*Pull him uvp
witha round turn,” It isalangy and valger,
When youlel aysarning desire to bring
him to a condition of stabllity use the Bes-
toness phrase: *‘Interpept hlg; with an or
bioular Jovexity.”

A DOUBLE BEXEQUTION,

Twe Murdtrers Quilistined at Daybreak
Befere & Parls Crowd,

The two notorious oriminalv—G
who murdered the old Delaunay in the Rue
d'Angoulems, ~ud Marchandon, who out the
throat of the Creols Indy, whose servioe he
had entered, woord!ni to his oustom, for
the purposs of plunder—were gulilotined
shortly after daybresk. It was expected
that the wretchés would be reprieved, as
Gaspard had had an acoomplioe, and Maroh-
andon’s friends had made energetic offorta
to save him from the geiilotine, Their ap-
poals, however, were rejected, and both the
criminals were handed over to t.ie common
executioner.

At 1 o'dlock in the morning the Place deo
Is Roquette, outside the prison of the con.
demned,'was fullof people, who, as Is castom-
sry on suck ocoasions, had remained up all
night to witness what, in the annalyof re-
oent sensition, was an exoeptional aight,
namely, a double execution, The police had
oonsiderable difficulty in keeplog the crowd
of sightseers in their places, and the mount-
od gendarmes were froquently called into re-
quiaitiontoclear the approaches tothe places
of exeoution. The unsual horseplay, low
jokes, and badinage were freely Indulged
{n by the expectant crowd in ths roadway,
ocomposed as it was of the lowest strata of
the Parisian rabble, Sgatches of obsoens
songe were even sung by soms of the villain.
ous Jamins and vicdous girls who pressed
through the crowd to obtain a view ofa
soene which seemed to have no terrors for
them,

At 1 o'clock a moving light was seen ap-
proaching., Itpreceded a dark mass acarve-
1y discernible through the enveloping dark.
ness. This was the oar conveying the ter.
rible dois de juatice, or guillotine, which had
onde more been removed from its resting
place in the vicialty of the prison. 1t was
followed by Deibler and his amistants, and
wa well guarded by policemen, Turming
the corner of the Rue Folie Regoault, the
ghastly caravan lambered heavily lato the
Place dels Roquette, and stopped before the
door of the jall.

The guillotine was prumptly dismounted
and by 20'clock everythlug wasready, Del.
bler, having superintended the preparatery
measures, went into the jall with two of hia
mep, and there was then a Tong spell of wait-
iog and exnectation, durlog which the day
dawned on the Impatient aud ohattering
crowd that filled the Place de 1a Roquetta,
At £ o'clock tho numbers ware increased by
workmen and others who were obliged to be
up saXly, and barrioades were put up by the
police tn vrevent the people from filling up
theapproaches o the place of execation.

A long narrow basket waz now plaoed
near the block of she gulllotine, and at ten
minutes to 5 the huge, heavy and gloowy
doors of the prison swung opcnamid a dead-
1y silenoe, cnly broken by the aharp rattliog
of the gendarmen’ awords as they were drawn
{rom thelr scabbards. Gaspard wasthefirst
of the felona led ¢ death, Tall and muscu.
1ar, he walked firmly belwoen two pricsts,
whose ministrations he had rejected unill
the approach of his term,

Hisface waz pale and his features oon.
tra:.+ad couvalsively as he neared the gulllo-
tine. Hore he atooped toward tae prison
chaplaln, the Abbe Faure, and embraoed

Srat the priest and shen a cracifix held by

the Jatter in hlshand. He was now scized
by the executioners, his head was placed in
ho Junette, and, piter an awkward patm,
dwring which Delbler ssemed to have lost

the momentary control of his isatroment, the
kpife descended; and the headlees ook of

l

the criminal fell away from the bascule. The
head was then putiato the basket,

':l‘ha guillotine was now washed, and overy-
thing sct In ordor for the moxt exooution,
Aftor aninterval of sovonteen minutes, duc-
ing which the olnmorous crowd seomod to
bave loat ita grotesyuo gayoty, tho doors of
of the prison again opened, and Marchandan
looking like a pala boy of 17, tottered feobly
out, supported by tho Abbo Fauro and the
other priest who had aaslsted Gaspard,

Tho criminal was ovidently moro dead
thanalive, Ho still wore tho patont leathor
boots with pointed too caps which ho had
on When awested in his country houso at
Compicgne, Aftor having convulalvely em.
braced he prisstshe was canght sharply
by Delbler and thrust into tho lunette. The
knife again refuscd to work, and nearly four
soconds elapaed before it fell gu the crimin.
al'sneck. Whenitdid so a double jot of
blood apurted out for nearly two yards, and
npxin)led the adjacent ground. The bodies
werethen taken, eacortod by mounted gond.
armes, to the Ivry Cemetery for mock bar.
fal, after which thoy were handed over to
the Sahool of Medicine for tho usuat expor.
imental purposes,

ey ——
Fifteen Wives,

Gaorge Nenville, Is known ana “ much.
married man,” Ho scoms to have been one
of that fascinating class to whose charms
womankind ylelded with indiscriminate
hayte and. with noblo Rassiau blood cours-
ing through his velos, attained probably an
upparalleled record.

Beginning whenyoung, he wooed and won
maiden after maidenin » mamner known
beat to Eimsslf, TWith cach of t'ese he far-
ried but briefly. Marriage with him follow.
¢d quick opon courtship, and the honeymoon
waned before i was faltly begun, Pootry,
musio, statvary, and the finer arts—for ho
scemy to have boen an accomplished sconnad.
rel~added for a daytohis own and his
Iateat bride's happinoas, and then each of
them awoketo find him gone. They called,
but he came not, and sought to fcllow, but
he eluded, Fifteen wivesin all 1ald thelr
loving cheeks upon his breast.

Thilosophers havo pondered oro this on
bow some men elude tho jost penalty of their
many misdeeds, snd pessimists have imaisted
that wrong-doess often cscaps scot.froe,
Itiznot true, As Webster onco aaid, crimo
isits own dolector. It maybo concealed
for a time, but it willrun the doer down at
laat, Whilo the Comnt, for so ko atyled
bimself, was pillowing his head upon anmber
fifteen's brosst and wendering which wonld
be the bost direstion o tako in soarch of the
sixtoenth, tho lax's strenp band tore him
ruthlessly from his caviable place, The
loved and deserted appeared in oonrt sgainat
him and convictlon followed. Away from
his fiftecn brides, or at lcast from the fif-
teanth, ho plaed and grow drearily thin, Aix
loving, trustfal nature could not endure
such loneiy imprisonment. In its aolitude
ho sickened and diod,

Lat us hopo that his aleop will be aweol,
He erred and suffered—what man with
fiftcen wives may cscaps that fate?—but
doath seals tholips of acornand lays tho
much-married by the aide of tho man who
ism't married at all. Porhaps his mission
hore was to scrvoas a warnlng to other men.
Parhaps it was to bea warniog to alily wo.
mennot to wed until the bridegroom waa
known, Too> many of thess are abroad
looking for Rumisn and other Conuts upon
whose breaats they may fall, and If anyone
ahall be saved from makinga fool of heraell
the Ohlo much-married man will not havg
1jved and dled in vaja.




