BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

windowg, kut feave room for an effeetive arrangement of
what yon do put there.  Too much staff will defeat your
purpose, whieh as to eall attention to the items displayed
with enough foree to make the gazer want to buy. The
handsomest and most effeetinve window the writer has
soott @ Jone time was at the same time the simplest.
A the season of beantiful window displays  Christinas

this one was castly the beste Tt was in the window of a
shoe store,  The back and sades of the window were finish
ed i phun wood of a dark shade, and in the window were
three pedestals about fourteen snches high. Over these
prdestals were draped three shins, one whites one red ald
one blue,  On the top of cachi was a single slipper, mateh
we wn cotar the sk ander 2, D the ecotre of the win
dow, on o wote mat, wan ploted a siegle shvey one of g
aew pattern, Thes shoe was marhed ©Oue Morguise Shoe

S400, " P wartaut that the display sebd that heand
ol shoes and sold plenty of them.

Fhere 15 wne more poinl. Do ol expeet 2 window
disgday to sell goods indefinitely.  Those who pass your
plaee wall gel tired seeing the same thing day after day.
Give them sumething new te ook at onee in o while  Let
them get e the habit of looking to see what you are
goy ta offer them next. Sowner or later you will cateh

the faney of the regular gazer and sell him, or her, some.
thing, It your offerings are made on the basis of altrae-
tive priees, make the price a part of the display. Tn most
cases it is well to do this anyway, as the combination of
the article and the price together sometimes make an
irresistible combination to the vagrant faney of the win.
dow-gazer.

Oue waord more aad T am done. Wash your windows
I~ this an unnceessary suggestion ® Not <o mueh so as it
naght bey as yon will see if you will take a walk aiong
any street dou Bike, for T owill warrant that yon will find -
at least half the windows you pass would be all the better
for a httle attention from the porter. It is a big job to
waslt windows frequently when other work presses, but
do not allow yoursell to fall into the habit of letting it
o Ull & more converment season. Even if don do not doe
1t for the benetit of the window dispuay, do it anyway
tor the sake of the appearance of the sture generally, It
nothing better is possible, cover the floor of your window
with clean paper of a light eolor. It looks much better
than stained and blotched boards. A httle attention: to
yvour wimdows will pay well for all the tme and trouble
it will cost you, as you will goon find out.

ONTARIO SCHOOL

The fat s m the five, and the booksellers ave lable
to be burnt with the sputterings. .\ contract has been
let by the Ontano Govermnent to the Canada Pablishing
Company, Torsmte, Tor the poblication of pnblie sehool
renders, whieh nive to be retailed at lower prices than
they were formerly purchaxed wholesale by the deajers.
This weans that the booksellers of Ontario will experience
a loss on every reader of the stoek earried over from last
yvear. It ig to be hoped that the quantities of the old
stoek enrried over are very small, or perhaps they will
e a total foss.  For althoueh under the new eontraet the
subyeet mntter of the readers will be exactly the same as
the old, the cover design will be diifevent. This will prob-
ubly make 3t hard to dispose of the old books even at the
new prices.

Although every dealer duterested will prabably be al-
vemdy advised of the wew prices, for the benetit of thase
whe are nat we give below the new prices compared with
the old ones:

Fust Reok Ol price New price  Difference
Part 1 ........ .. I cents 5 cents & cenls
Firnt Rook
Part 11 ..... ceere 1D cents 7 conts 8§ cents
Secanrd Book ... 20 cents 9 ecents 11 cents
Third Book ........ 30 cents 13 cents 17 cents
Fourth Book ...... 40 cents 15 cents 25 cents
The cantract 15 for cighteen wonths only., Tu the

meantime a new set of readers will be compiled.  Book-
sellers would, therefore, do well to be very sparing in
their orders for the new hooks,

One provision of the contract calls for a discount of
25 per cent. te any purchaser of one or more books direst-
Iv fram the publhishers It is unhikely that many peaple
will take advantage of this discount, however, so that the
hess e trade will be sl on that head.

Rut the aggregate Joss o deales handhog the new
bouks wall be very senious wdeed. [ s te be loped
that the parents of schioo! clitldren will be wmore hiberal
i thetr purebase ut other supphies now that therr outlay
o readers will be so reduced.

Many are the inveetives launched agaiust the pub.

BOOK SITUATION

lishers for charging such high rates for the readers in
former times, when they ean now come forward and
publish the same books at such ridieulously low prices.
Certain seetions of the press appear to think that even
at the new prices the publishers will wax fat. The fact
probably is, however, that only the immense stocks of
the old readers known to be at present in the warervoms
of the publishers, together with the fully equipped plant
which they have for turning out the goods, make the new
prices at all possible,  The Government may find when it
comes {o asking for tenders for the publication of the
new readers, which are to be cowmpiled, that they have
bitten off a great deal more than they can chew.

In all probability the cost of turning out the new set
when the subject matter has been prepared, will greatly
exeeed the present cost, and the Government may experi-
eniee the chagrin of having to allow higher retail prices
to be charged. 1t will be a preity kettle of fish for them
when they have to tell the people that higher prices will
be necessary.

They will have one way out of the difficulty which
they may take advaniage of. and by doing so appear onee
wore as the benefactors of the parents of publie school
children. That way, if (aken, will be a hard knock for
the booksellers. Tt will be free readers. What malters
it that the public has to pay for the readers? The pub-
lic is apt to think that the books cost them nothing. But
in reality, all the public will be paying the schoolbook
bills of a part of the public. That will not prevent the
benefactors (?) of the publie, from urging their claim to
public commendation,

These are faets the bookselling trade have to face.
The school book tyade seems to be in a fair way of being
taken altogether ot of the hauds of {he booksellers.
Premier Whitney is said to have deelared that the new
contract would xave the people $60,000 a year. Perhaps
thix annaal saving is necessary in view of the faet that the
salaries of all members of the Government have been
taised without the direet sanction of the people who pay
them. That coincidence, however, may pass unobserved
by the ““people,””
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