BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

STATIONERY

DEPARTMENT \ @'

INCREASED IMPORTS.

<

RADE statisties for the year ending June 30, 190n,

T have bren issued and a study of them shows 2
growth in e imports of stationery lines in almost
cvery department.

Under the eaption of  * tuled, Border  and  coated
japers and papeteries and boved papers.” Canada im
ported during the fisead vear 1006, a value of F212,605
The importation for 1405 was 3151,706, a dear gun o8
$30,939. The imports lrom Bruitain increased from $24.
353 to 33234 ; and from the United States from $125.
whY to $l"‘.§'-)".

In the item of pens. penholders and rulers, the fig
ures are as follows . 1901, 3791665 1905, $160,325
1906, 3150203, with a large  increase in amportations
from the United States.

Ilaving cards have alse been conung in in heavier
quantities 1 1901, R3L645 ;. 1905, SBO2NT 100G, S6T.
179, The notable increase in this case has been in Brit
1sh cards, which have advanccd from S4.99% jn 1901 to
RLL3IT in 1906,

The fizures given for envelopes are as follows @ 1903,
LA 035, 385,82 0 i, $64,756. While there has
been a general increase, i~ worth noting that  there
was & heavy failing off an imports from the United Stat-
ex between 905 and 1905, due no doubt to increased
activity on the part of Canadian manufacturers.

Writing ink holds fairly steady. with a slight falling
off on British importations between 1905 and 1916, The
totads {ov the three years are: w01, S1E3009 0 s,
LNCNT S g, 54000,

Schaol writing slates, imported almost entirely from
the United States, are evidently in growing demand, des
pite a larger use of paper. 1001, 17,548 : 105, $T9.511,
1906, $20,521 : while slate peneils ~tand abwut normal at
<1550, RE /

B e e

WETTING LEAD PENCILS.

HE act of putting a lead peacil to the tongue o
wet it just before writing, which 1< habitual by
man: peeple, 15 vae of the addities for which at i<

hard to mive amy reasen.  wnless 3t began in the davs
when penvils were pooter than now and was continusd by
example 1o the next generation A lead pened  should
nver be wet It hardens the lead and ruins the penesl
This fact i~ known to pewspajer nun and sterographes~
But aearly ever one else dues wet a pencdd before aanss
1t The fart was detimitehh <ettled by a newspaper clerk
away down Fast  Being of a mathemataeal turn of mind.
he ascertained by actual count that of 6ty persens whe
vame intes his ofice to wnite an advertisement or a
churely motiee, {orty nine wet a peaeil in their  meuths
before using 1t New, this elerk always uses the hest
peneils,  cherishine 2 good one with ~semething of the
pride a soldier fovls in his cun or his sward, and it hari~
Yis feelings e have his pencils spotled. But politaiess
and bLasiness coonstderatio-ns reguize lm tee bend his pen
cils seotes of Limies a dav \nd often, after it has been
wet il it was hard and brittle and refused tee. mark.
his Zeclings would vaerpower him Finallv he got sotus
cheap pencils and “harpened them, and kept them to lepd

e

The first person who took up the stock pencil was a
drayman, whose breath smelt of onions and whisky. He
held the point in his mouth and soaked it soveral wmin
utes, while he was torturing himself in the efiort to write
an advertisement for a missing bulldog. Then a  sweet
looking youms lady came into the office, with kid gloves
that buttoned half the length of her arm.  She picked up
the same old pencil and pressed it to her dainty lips
preparatory to writing an advertisement. for a lost brace
let. The clerk would have stayed her hand, even at the
risk of a box of the hest Dixon pencils, but he wis too
late.—Graphite.
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POINTS TO NOTE.

LL travelers have been ealled in off the reoad, in
order to let retailers give undivided aitention
to Christmas trade  and to prepare for the

first trip of the Now Year. When the travelers go
out on January 2, they will carry principally office and
staple stationery, with Easter goods, picture post eards
and carly import samples as side lines.

The Christmas rush is now on and from all accounts.
a gord volume of business is anticipated. The carly ad-
vent of cold weather has enlivened trade.

Jobbers report a1 g inerease for the past season.
placed by one house at twenty five per cent  There has
been a larger demand  than  ever for cards, calendars.
Christmas decorat ons and peenliarly Christmas goods,

The tariff changes will have but little effect on the
stationery department, though the general tendeney will
be to let 10 more foraign goods. This will mean keener
competition for hemme manufacturers  and should  keep
down prices

Prices in the United States have been advanced in all
lines. The latest advance affeets most grades of Wlank
books, which are now jisted ten per cent. higher, This
change has breer caused by inereased cost of material and
l:ﬂu-l
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LESS PROTECTION.

HE tevived tanff contains some changes in the duty
on stationery lines, which in general <how 1edue
tion~ in the preferential seale of duties. The gen

eral daty on manufactures of paper. such as hoaed papets
pads, papeteties and  envelopes will stand at 35 per
cent., while the preferential duty on gowds of Brtish
manufactare is sow 221 per cent. as compared with 238
13 per cent under the former tanifl.

The sweneral duty on nuliboard has been wnereased
from 10 o 25 per cont., whick will make the cost of
many articles lugher. The weacral duty on paper, other
than printing paper. costing less than 23 cents a pound,
is ~till 25 per cent. but the preferential tanfi o now 15
per cent  instead of ane third  off 25 per cent Blaok
bowks are dutiable at 35 per cant «of their valie . the
preferential tarifl admut~ them at 228 per cent  a~ eon
parcd with ene-thind off &5 per cent. before

Plaving cards under the old tanfl entered it 1. cents
et pack «r § cents on Enghsh cards The reviaed tanft
miakes the dutv N eents, with the peeferential duty 5
vants por pack



