BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

hooks, the booksellers were merely anticipating what
they had been led to expect would be the Government
policy. He did not want the Minister to consider them
as interfering, but as being anxious to present therr sude
of the case hefore any drastic measutes wete taken

He thotoughly  believed  that the handling  of the
school books w the past by the retal booksellers of the
provance had been entirely satisfactory to the public, and
that any outery against expeusne text-hooks had  been
dirceted solely against the publishers.

If the Government were to take over the distribu-
tion “of school-books, it would be necessary 1o establish
wachinery for this purpose. This wonld involve consid-
crable expense and would take some time to put into
proper running order. He beliered this was a departure
ahsolutely uncalled for in view of the fact that the chan-
nel of distribution through the medium of the hookselletrs
was already in cllicient working order..

In the past, the trade had experienced  considerable
dificulty in dealing with school boards. The members
of these boards, while well-meaning men, were often most
unbusinesslike. The Government would probably have to
deat through them in the cvent of adopting Government
distribution, and he feared the gdillicultics of the case
would therehy be materially enhanced.

The profits accruing from the sale of text-books, al-
though not very great, enabled a hookseller to keep up
his store at an efficient level, whercas, if he were reduced
to the handling of miscellancous books alone, this could
not be accomplished. It took the two fines combined to
support a bookstore, which invariably was a centre of
culture and refinement, while the bookseller had an cle-
vating influence on the community. In Toronto, where a
system of [rec text-books was in existence, it was a re-
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srettable fact that the number of bookstores had  been
reduced to only two, Under the aircumstances it was
incumbent on the Goverament to see that the interests
of the booksellers were conserved.

Mr. Robertson also asked the Government to consider
sertously the matter of compensation. If they decide to
lake over the distnibutions of the books, the lirst thing
they would have to do would be to buy up all the un-
sold stock throughout the country. The guantity of this
stock would  surptisc them.  They would alse have to

1l

compensate many well-cstablished businesses for loss of
wrade.
C. L. Nelles.

Mr. Nelles, of Guelph, pomted out that in the past
too many editions of text-books had been authorized and
ths had been a serious source of loss to the trade and
annoyance to the public  He wanted to impress upon the
Government the importance of having vnly one authorized
cdition of cach book. The numberless editions had been
instrumental in creating discontent throughout the coun-
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try, as parents objected to buying so many hooks. He
explained that the deputation were there on behall of the
smaller and weaker bookstores of the country. The loss
of the school-hook trade would be their ruin.

He maintained that the discounts were small enough
now apd that it cost 20 per cent. on the original price
to payr cxpenses. In the United States, although the dis-
counts were onc-hfth or sometimes one-sixth, the retail
price was not controlled by Government regulations.

In his opinion the idea of licensing the stores to han-
dle school books would be a great help to the legitimate
hookseller, as at present certain departmental stores used
school books as an advertising medium with the public,
selling them at a loss to mive the people an idea that all
other lines of goods sold were also much cheaper than
the ordinary retailer could scil them at.

G. W. Sulman.

Mr. Sulmman, of Chatham, showed that the book-cllers
were closer than any  other people to the public who
bought the books. They consequently heard all the oipece
tiens that were raiaed and he could assure the Jovein-
ment that the pubhc appreciated the cforts that were
being made 1o sceure cheaper text-hooks.

He pointed out that it would be to the alvantaze of
the Government to keep the distribution of the aeohs
the hands of the booksellers, no matter what chanzes
were ade regarding, their pubhication, berause he was
assural that distribution could thereby he sesuted at
the lowest cost.

He was confident that the hookscllers coald he satas-
fied with  smaller profits il the Goverams nt haa the
supervision and protected the trade from heces such as
they had suffered in the past.

e supgested for the consideration «f the ¢ wiernment
the expediency of liceasing bonkstotes handling  school



