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itinost to inake tlîcir nîainesT imtnortal, hiave lcft tii
hives %vrapt iii nystcry. loîiner's bistory
catnnot be settled :

iScv eni ci ties citthied the hirth ut Il luner dead,
Iiîrollgh syhieli the livinig Il orner heggQcdh%),- lu 1.

Sliakcespeare's own wî ftingý,s bave beeii
attributed to anotber anid his verv exist-
cuice lias evcîî beexi (enied. 0f Chiaucer
we kîîow so little thiat %ve are forced to
leave history and look for iîîterîîal e.vi-
dence iin bis \vorks. He is contem porary
wvitli Gower, WNycliffe and Longland.
TI'e date of luis biitlî is îîot kîîio\wn, but
\ve are certain lic died in 1400. Possess-
iîîg great prudence and Nvisdoni, lie Nvas
eniployed by l4-d\vai-d 111 ini important
diplornatic missions. It is probable tlîat
he met Petrarcli, 011 one Of his mnissionîs
to Ialy. Chaucer's hife %vas qîlite
chequered ; froru basking in the suîîshiiîe
of tlie king's sinilc, lie was reduiced (o
extrenie poverty ; but w~e féel cet mni tliat
]lis lastdays \vere free froin thiese troubles.

Chaucer laid thue foindation of En--
lishi poetry, but lie liad very littie mîrater-
ial to, Nvork uipon. Tlue langtuage 'vas in
ai) unsettled state, andl tbe fiuid of kçnowv-
hedge, of ideas, aîd of images requisite,
werc not iin existence. It ;vas oîîly
Cliaticer's transcendent geuiuis tlîat couild
mnake a Nvork enîdurable, Nvritten in tfiat
languiage, wvlicb li e Eiuglisli thien spoke.
In tlue fifteentli century thie people seeni-
cd to wvake Up and a reaction took place.
Thie art of printing opelicd thue gates of
knowhedge and the nation nîaried ini.

Chaucer liad sympathies as large as
the nature of mani, a souil tlhat cotnld îîot
endure a dead foi-ni, anîd an intellect
wvhuich ar-rangýed tlue liiumian beings arouîîd
hinu according to thieir qualities--by wliat
they \vere, ratlîer tItan by wvhat tliey w'ere
called. He felt as BIurns did, that

«'The raunk is but the guica starnp
The mnn's the gowdl for ha"

And (lins, iin thuat %vonderfuil gallery of
portraits, the prologue to tlie "Cainter-
bury Tales," w~e have the existing aspects

and classes of Egihsociety described
wvitbi a broad anîd impartial liand. 'Ne
liave the ighl and the low, the ricli and
the poor ; but the ilîi are not, iniordirl-
atel - lighl and the lov ýare not debased.
'llic ceient of religion binds togetlier
the %vhiole social fabrie, cauising- the coin-
nMon sympathies of its imenibers to pre-
doîîuinate above the grotin(ls of estrange-
ment. Cliauicer, likce Shiakespeare, bor--
i-o%%,d miost of biis stores fromn the varions
collections wlîîchli e ftinid ; and the
sceîîes geiserally, are laid iii foreign lands.

"''le Caîîterbîîry 'l'ales '' beloîîg to thîe
* last perîod of Clîaucer's life, wliei bis

j udgeînien t and inisiglit inito character,
dev'eloped by a lonîg and \\isel3,-usedl ex-

* perience, \vei*e at tlîeir lieighit, %v'ile bis
imîaginat ion g11ave no signs of growving dirn.

*fhrtytwopersons are going in company
*as pilgrinis to Canterbury; but tbe 'lab-

ard, the Inni in SothwiarkI is the guide of
the exp)editio-,. T'hey are ecdi to tel]

f\otlsgoing, and coming, except the
host who is to, Le judge of those -'v'lîich
the otlier pilý,iîniis tell. Buit Chancer
only coinpleted twenty-four tales. lio\v'-
ever, thiese would hiave establishied thîe
faine of any person.

The first in order and importance, is
the Prologue, iii whvlîi ý,ve liave laid be-

* fore ns the geîîeral plani, and thîe several
cliaracters of tlhe wblole vork, After tbis
brief initroduiction, tlie poet gives tlhe
tales as tlhe persons were supposed to
relate thein ; and as lie says, îîot refiiig
thein, but slio%,.,i:-g the elîaracteristics of
ecdi.

Cîhaticer's Englisli is quite easily read
and not many words are obsolete. The
great addition made to tlie language by
thue Norman Frend>i, confuiscd the grami-
mnatical formis. Chaucer made use of
these iiew' formns and wvords anîd gave
tîein a. home ini the Englisli toiîgue, al-
tiioughI critics maintaiîî tliat lie oîîly tised
tliose spokeiî by thie people geîîeralhy.
l'lie poetry is iambic pentarneter %vritten
in rliyîing couplets, 'llie spelling wvould
dr-ive any modernî sclîool-miaster crazy.
One wvord %vill be spelled ini twvo or thiree
différent forms on onie page ; thîe pos-
sessive "biis" tised for "its"; verbs, like


