
THE P'ORTFOLIO..

which liad been hatnded dowiî to us by
the traditions of ouir fiathers, or that
which we liad acquired by our own
meaigre experiencýe? Almnost from oui,
babyhood we have foit, the refining elYects
of litorature. Wliat a cliarmi that w'xon-
deî'tÙl story cl Jae-k thc Giant Kilici" and
tInt char'ning littie poeim (cTwiniklo.,
Tivinkle Little Star' " lad foi' oui' childisli
,minds. And as we, grew oldei' and began
to drink in with eagerness tIe grand and
eievating, thoughts of tIe world's literary
masters, Iiow our wvhole nature becamie to
a certain extent niolded by thom, and
with Longfellow, we, feit that,

Lives of great mon ail remind us,
We inia niake our lives sublime,

Ancd departing bcave behind us
L"ootprints, on the sands of trne."

JIow the. study ot Iiterattî'e broadens
our \'iews, teachilng us thiat it is not no~
cessary tliat ail slîould think and feel as
we do on niany sibjects wIii ive, iîî oui,
short si--ghtedness, mig-ht deom esse;:ntial.
flow it learis uis to extend oiir smnypathies
to thcet throbbiing w'orld of hunlianity
aî'ound us. Who can read 8hiakespeare
or Milton, Carlyle or' 11acauiay, without
being '-ifted out of hiniself ilito a wvorld of'
-whiclie hoiad nover even di'eamied.

Wore it foi' this fact aln,-tat c'
have tIc Bible w'ith the woindeî'fully oie-
vatingý and enobiing effec:t its teacliings
have produced on niankind, w~e must con-
elude that liteî'atw'e lias hîad a fi, mor'e
benieficial . eflèct on society *than lias
scýience. Howv èould the impox'tant less-
ons of' Old Testament history, the story of
the life and teachings 0f Christ and lus
Aposties, have been lianidcc' downl to us,lad it not beeîî for tue Bible ? Were ià
not foi' the existence of this wondex'ful
book wve miglit stili bc dwvelling iii inox'al
darkness. Whîicli has had the bettex'
effect on the hicathien world, the teaciuings
of the Bible or' the teachings of science ?
0f course ve votild ail answver in favoi,
of the former'. Lt is- a notou'ious fact that
whex'e oLir so.calied Christian Civilizatio.n

is extended to tIche iathien without the
teýachings of the Gospel, that they ax'e even
in a w%%orse condition tlîan before. TIc,
veify fact tliat the Bible las been transia-
ted into so nîany lang«uiges shows tIc
marvelous efflect it lias had upon society.
Christianiity lias paved the %wa:y for our
mioder'n science. Wliîci'ever tIc truc
Chi'istia-.n religion lias been accopted,
scienc lias recýeived an imipetus, sudýl as
it nover does, and nevel' could recýeive, ini
hîcathon lands.

O)ur mliole civilizaition is an outgrowth
Of the priticiples of tue Bible. Lt lias beeii
said thînt the two tables x'ecorded in thec
writing,,s 0f Mozes contain in general form
the vitfal principles of all modern legal

scinc, ~ uiciinational and internation-
ai. Dr. Peabody in.1his wox'k on Roman
law sa.ys: That Cactual reformea's of the
Romian law w'-er'e ail of thiem noi inally
Christians. Constantine cialled lîjînseîf
one, and lus improved legisiation w as un-
der tue guidance, andi I niglt say under
the direction of the Bishops wlîom lie î'e-
,--u'ided as endowved with divine wisdomn
and authority. Justinian, the g'e-atest
lcgislator of îil time, wvas a jealous Chris-
tian. 0f the seî'ies otf Chîristian emiperors
thou'e w('n4 hîardly one wliosc decî'ees did
not bear the impl'ess of lis t'aith, and -aid
iii vindicating the riglits of long depress-
cd huniftv."

We liave spoken of sacî'ed hiteratu re,
lot us niow look at profane litcratur.-

jWhat a loss we slould sustain were we
to bo without our historicai1 works. In
studying the histox'y of the Ancient king-
domis,-Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece,
anid Rome, wo soc hiow these nations liýaNe
waxed st'ong and inighity, and how, at
last, their glory las w-aned, it may be
thîrougdi unrigl teous goveî'nnent, it may
bc througx tue unrrestrained litentious-
ness of tIe people. The history of Eng-
land> of the growth of lier constitution, of
tIc graduaily increasing literature of lier
people, of tle mistakes of botI goveî'nors


