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Removal of Needles from the Heart.

The Gentr-alfj CYirwgie contains the foflowinig
accoutit of a case of Stetiner's, comimunicated to
the Cermnaî Surgical Society':

A stidlent, afier a spree, souglit to commit sui-
cide b>' (riving a sewving needle into his hieart.
TN,'elve liours after thie introduction of thie needle
the first serious symptois macle their appearance.
I-le thien hiad pain in the cardiac region, difficulty
iii breithîing, and a loud pericardial inurniur at the
,apex. After thirty-six hours the symptoms becamne
s0 very serious thiat an operation for. the remiioval of
the foreign body %vas deterinied upon. No trace
of the needle being- found either under the skin or
in the intercostal space, a piece of the fifth rib wvas
resected, thus opening up the left pleural cavity;
theni the pericardum w~as opetied up, andl about a
teatspooniful of cloudy pericardial fluicl ran out, and
niov the needle could be felt lying diagonally in
the righit -ventnicle. T1'hey succeed in driving
its head out throughi the anterior wall of the hieart,
ai-d then fixing it in thiis position wvith tbe finger-
nail. Thîe irregular and violent beating of the
hecart made it ver>' difficuit to catch the foreign
bodly w'ith the forcep)s, and, ini attempting it, it
again slippeI into the vIentricle, but this time a'ssun:i-
ing a Y'erticai instead of a diagonal position, ren-
dering it impossible to miake an>' further atieipt at

usedl to block up the liole into the pleural cavity, MEDee. htt iCINE
wvas draw'nvi into die cavity hy a very deep inspira-Dibt:Whttis-y effort. The tampon could not be found again. In a notable paper by F. WV. Pavy 'M. 1)., F.
Ellhe %vound %v'as thoroughly tamnponed, and the R. S., on diabetes, occur the following remarks on

*t patient recovereci in four weeks, althoughi in the this subjeet
meantinie hie hiad suffered from a severe piieumi-o- "It seeîws to mie that what occurs in health is this
thorax, with coî-ious exudation. At present the the carbo-hydrate absorbed froni the intestines is
patient enjoys good health, and feels no effects stopd eytelvr ovetdltoac

- Thiere is neither heart murmur thnint fati s tth

colrse mee mtte ofspeulaion; i ma bcin betes. But wvhat is at the bottorn of this faulty
in the heart, or ayi have gone on into the mcdi- process ? It seeins to, be a faulty condition arising
astinum. apparently fromn a faulty condition of the venious

Dr. I%'er H{ardt lias collected together, out of blood. ... If the liver be îiot ini a good ven-miedical literat, tventy-twvo cassoz edei ous condition we liaN'e the chemistry of the liver
the hieart, of which nineteen w'ere found accident- immediately altered, and sugar occurs in the urine.
ally on making autopsies. In three cases the This alteration of portai blood mnay be produced
needles had been driven into the heart accident- lu a, înmber of ways ý it may be by diseises or by
ajly, and penetrated such aIhr itneta hy eprm nt.l the 'first place by the injection of
Nvereý easilv extracted. difibriuized blood into the portai circulation. IR,
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No case simitar to the present, in which. the
lieart lias been laid barc by splitting the pericar-
dium, is meritionecl in miedical literature.

Iu the discussion uponi the paper, Hahut, of Ber-
lin, showed the hiaîf of a kniittingf needle whichi V.
Bergmiann hiad removed froîn the hieart of a girl
eleven years of age. It hiad beeni driven into lier
breast b>' a blowv tIom a stipper. 'l'ie patient suf-
fered immiiecliately from asphyxia, and was remnoved.
to the hospital. Under the left third nib, betwveen
the 1)arasternal manimillar>' lnes, a black point
coutd be seen, which was felt to be the end of the
needle. Theire w~as a blowing, systolic mluriliur at
the apex. As die needle was slowly withdiîaw 1 it
n'as seen to have a distinctly pendulum m-ovemient.
Iminediatel>' after the extraction, the previouisly
ver>' rapid pulse sank to inety per minute. The
nieedle wvas withdraivn î'ex-y slowly, in order to grive
timie for a dlot to form in the punctured wvotind, and
thus avoici liniorrhage into the pericardial sac,
which iin some cases of purictured wourid of the
heart bas been the cause of cteath. VTon Berg-
matin said thiat hie thoughit there could be no doubt
in this case of the punicture of the hieart muscle b>'
the needle, because thie murmur chianged in char-
acter wshile the needie wvas being withdrawn, and.
w~hen co mpletel>' renioved the imurmur ceased.
entirely.


